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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of September, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 09/10/17; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 09/17/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Sept 04 Monday  
Sept 05 Tuesday  
Sept 06 Wednesday	
Sept 07 Thursday 
Sept 08 Friday 
Sept 09 Saturday 
Sept 09 SATURDAY VIGIL 
Sept 10 SUNDAY	
Sept 10 SUNDAY	

   9:00 AM Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas	
   9:00 AM  Parsons	
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Parsons 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

Daniel Moran 
Manuel Jesus Prada 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 
Joe Meyer 
Simon & Helena (Wojtowicz) Fisher  
Sr. Patricia Marren 
Anna Lawrence 
Mary & Joseph Deegan 
People of the Parish 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and 

Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 
DATE 

 
09/09 
09/10	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Rita Johnson 
Betty Woods 

 
READERS 
 
Kathy Supak  
Don Woods 

PARSONS 

22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, September 03, 2017	

DATE 

 
09/10	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Dee Oldaker & Kaylee DiBacco  

   READERS 
 
   Joanne Sikarskie	

   Cleaning:  09/03 – 09/09:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk	



WHERE TO DRAW THE LINE IN THE MEDIA 
By:  Father Michael Schmitz 

I heard a christian speaker talking about needing to avoid certain movies and tv shows. Is it really a big deal 
what kind of entertainment I watch, listen to or read? Isn’t it better to know what is going on in the world than 
be closed off? 
This is an extremely important question. Not only is it pressing (we decide on our entertainment on a daily 
basis), but it is also deeply personal. All of us must choose how we will entertain ourselves. 
Let’s clarify the importance of the situation. While we could look at this from a cultural perspective, let’s skip 
that and bring things a little closer to home. There is a psychological principle that has been termed “the law of 
exposure.” This states that the things we expose ourselves to have an effect on us. Music affects our moods. I 
have a friend who listens to “death metal.” He knows that it makes him angry and frustrated, but he listens to it 
anyway. Language affects our own language. I have another friend who finds himself swearing left and right 
after a “weekend with the guys.” Images affect how we see other people. I talk to many men and women who 
find themselves in sexual sin after viewing certain photos or videos.  
To deny “the law of exposure” is to deny reality. Some people like to claim immunity, but this is simply a lack of 
self-knowledge. And it is not limited to people of a certain age. I don’t know how much sillier we could be than 
when we will turn off the TV for a child, saying, “You shouldn’t be watching this,” but then return to it 
ourselves. Does the fact that I am in my 30s mean that I am unaffected by these images and ideas? Certainly, I 
am better equipped to discern the truth, but if a movie is bad for a child, how can I be so confident that it is good 
for me? If it is garbage for a 12-year-old, then it is garbage for me, even if I have learned how to sort through the 
garbage a little better. 
Just as important, we live in a free market society. We vote with our dollars. What do you spend money and time 
on? For example, I know a number of Catholics who went to see “The Da Vinci Code” or “The Golden Compass” 
even though these movies are clearly anti-Catholic. It does no good to claim, “I don’t agree with them!” The 
people making this entertainment don’t care if you agree or not. Your interior motivation matters, but it is not 
absolute. Once they have your money, you have already stated that you are on their side. And if the movie is evil 
(or promotes evil ideas), then you just gave $9.75 to the cause of evil. (How much did you put in the collection 
plate? In the end, all of those numbers will be made known and there will be no room for excuses like, “It was 
only a movie!”). 
Entertainment is never “only entertainment.” Every form of media presents some philosophy of life, a belief 
about the world, the human person and God. These ideas mean something, because ideas have consequences. 
Every great (and every terrible) movement started with an idea. Have you ever noticed that every dictatorship 
first seeks to control the media? Because when you control the media, you control ideas, and once you control 
ideas, you can lead people wherever you want. 
Rather than attempt to list movies, TV shows or songs, it is more important for our purposes to have some 
principles that we can apply. We only have room for one in this column today. When encountering some form of 
entertainment, ask yourself, “Does this reveal the dignity of the human person or in some way distort or obscure 
it?” Another way to phrase the question is, “Does this entertainment reveal Truth and Beauty?” Some art does 
this in ways we wouldn’t expect. Flannery O’Conner is arguably the finest American fiction writer of the last 
century. She wrote about sin and grace in a powerful and truthful way, but it was not pretty. I always thought 
her stories were grotesque, but they were true. She revealed beauty through writing about ugly things. It is the 
difference between the violence and gore in “Saving Private Ryan” and that found in the “Saw” movies. 
Pope Benedict once wrote, “We may never be entertained by the suffering of others.” What does this mean when 
it comes to “Ultimate Fighting Challenge”? Will I have to change my TV watching? 
The next thing we need is conviction. If something is bad for me, then why would I expose myself to it? If I am 
going to be a follower of Christ, I need to be the kind of person who makes a decision. 
Are you the kind of person who can make a decision? Are you willing to? If you are convicted that “this 
entertainment does not uphold human dignity,” are you willing to then not watch it? Seriously, to say, “no 
matter how funny this new ‘The Hangover’-style comedy is, it is not good for me and so I won’t watch it.” 
Because, in the end, all of this entertainment will pass away. What will remain, for good or for ill, is the kind of 
person it has fashioned me into. 
 

The flowers at the altar and in front of the Blessed Mother  
in the St. Thomas Aquinas Church are in loving Memory of  
Sheila Slater, by John & Titi Ferguson.  

A Ladies Retreat will be held on Friday, October 20, 2017 at the St. 
Thomas Center BEGINNING at 9:00 AM WITH MASS.  The day 
will end with Adoration when confessions will be available with 
visiting priests.  The day should end at about 4 PMThe retreat will 
be run by the Dominican Sisters of Nashville. All are strongly 
encouraged to attend. Lunch and snacks will be provided.  

  

 

 

 

	

	

	

	

 

Mark you calendars, Religious Education Classes will begin next 
week on Sept. 10th in Thomas following the 9 AM Mass and in 
Parsons beginning at 9:45 AM.  Fr. Grassi will have a brief CCD 
information meeting with all of the parents following both 
Masses.  

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Recently, when I was working 
through one of life’s unavoidable 
problems, a friend offered me 
encouragement by saying, ‘I know this 
must be a difficult time for you.’ Here 
was my response. ‘Thank you for your 
support and for being a friend. But let 
me share my perspective with you. No 
passing problem or sorrow can be as 
bad as the difficulty I live with every 
single day, namely, that thousands of 
my brothers and sisters are being 
slaughtered in their mothers’ womb 
by abortion. The world by and large is 
oblivious to it, the law protects the 
violence rather than the babies, and 
we’re afraid to do what it takes to stop 
it. That’s what makes for difficult 
times. There’s a strange but real 
consolation in looking evil in the face 
and fighting it.’”– Fr. Frank Pavone 

 

St. Thomas……..$4,040 pledged 

  (Goal: $10,510) 38% of goal met. 
 

Our Lady of Mercy …$3,520 pledged 
     (Goal: $3,800) 93% of goal met	

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept 03 – “ASK FATHER” following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
Sept 05 – Society of St. Thomas Women’s monthly meeting at 7 PM in       
                 the rectory conference room. 
Sept 10 – First day of CCD classes at St. Thomas & Our Lady of Mercy. 
Sept 10 – Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting following Mass. 
Sept 13 – Knights of Columbus meeting at 7 PM in Parsons. 
Sept 21 – 4th Degree Knights meeting at 7 PM in Thomas. 
Oct. 20 – Mark your calendars now for the Ladies Day of Reflection! 
 

 

St. Thomas: $2,056.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $966.00 
 

  

“Football Frenzy” tickets are now available. Help support the 
Knights of Columbus in this important fund raiser.  See any Knight 
for tickets.  “Buy two get one free!”  

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR AUGUST 27, 2017 

FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS!! 

 

2017 CATHOLIC SHARING	

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 

 

FOOD PANTRY 
BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of “valued” food items.  
This month we are seeking dried 
beans .  In subsequent months we 
will let you know what items are 
needed and ask your assistance in 
this need for our community. 
 

LADIES RETREAT COMING SOON! 


