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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of September, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 09/10/17; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 09/17/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Sept 11 Monday  
Sept 12 Tuesday  
Sept 13 Wednesday	
Sept 14 Thursday 
Sept 15 Friday 
Sept 16 Saturday 
Sept 16 SATURDAY VIGIL 
Sept 17 SUNDAY	
Sept 17 SUNDAY	

   No Mass 
   No Mass 
   No Mass 
   No Mass 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

- 
- 

*Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hickey    
(Fr. will offer the above Mass while on retreat) 
Fr. Dube 
Rev. Colombo F. Bandiera 
Jay Hemling 
Diane Ulch & Dr. Imelda Stevenson 
People of the Parish 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and 

Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 
DATE 

 
09/16 
09/17	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kathy & Pat Kotten 
Mary Sagace 

 
READERS 
 
Nancy Zizunas 
Michelle Snyder 

PARSONS 

23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, September 10, 2017	

DATE 

 
09/17	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Addie Buckley & Ariona Plumley  

   READERS 
 
   Betty Jane DiBacco	

   Cleaning:  09/10 – 09/16:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall	



THE ROSARY: I’VE BEEN DOING IT WRONG! 
Or, How I Was Reminded that Focusing on Christ Keeps You Sane 

     It’s embarrassing to admit that I’ve been praying the Rosary incorrectly for four years. At first it was really bad: 
when I was researching Catholicism I constantly heard about the astounding power of the Rosary, so I decided to 
give it a shot. I’d sit next to my son’s bed at night with the beads in my hand — the only problem was that I didn’t 
have any of the prayers memorized. Undeterred, I’d make my best guess when I forget the details, so it would often 
sound something like, “We believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of earth…and of all the other stuff too, like 
the planets…and Jesus his Son…and, umm…” at that point I’d start rattling off whatever the Church taught that I’d 
come to agree with, tossing some stuff about transubstantiation and purgatory into the Creed. Yeah. It was a mess. 
     So when I actually got most of the prayers memorized, it was such a step up that I figured I was home free. I’d 
announce each mystery, say the prayers, and that was that. I didn’t exactly enjoy praying the Rosary (sometimes I 
would rush through the prayers so quickly that I’d recall Darwin once quipping that he had an Irish grandmother 
who just about got rope burn from her eight-second Hail Mary’s) but this type of prayer brought such tremendous 
grace into my life that I kept it up anyway. 
     Then, a few weeks ago, I was in Adoration and had one of those moments where something I should have 
known and did kind of subconsciously know finally got through to me and ended up being a major revelation. I 
suddenly realized:  I never really meditated on the mysteries. 
     Now, anyone who’s ever prayed a Rosary probably just said: “Seriously?” After all, that’s the entire point of the 
thing: to draw yourself into the mysteries of Christ’s life, death and Resurrection. How could a person miss that? All 
I can say is: I know! I would even tell people that when I explained the Rosary to them! I even wrote about how 
powerful it was when my favorite Rosary CD brought me into each mystery! So how it was that I went for four 
years almost never spending more than a couple seconds actually meditating on the mysteries when I prayed the 
Rosary on my own, I do not know. (Actually I do know, and it has to do with my tendency towards ADD making 
my attention span comparable to that of a toddler who’s been mainlining sugar, but that’s another story.) 
     The revelation occurred when I was in the Adoration chapel, looking at my Rosary prayer sheet from Rosary 
Army. I noticed the quote on the very center of the page that I’d seen a dozen times but had never actually read it. It 
said: 
     Without [the Rosary’s] contemplative dimension, it would lose its meaning…Without contemplation, the Rosary 
is a body without a soul, and its recitation runs the risk of becoming a mechanical repetition of formulas, in 
violation of the admonition of Christ: “In praying do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think 
they will be heard for their many words.”  – Pope John Paul II 
     Umm…guilty. Actually, what I’d been doing was worse: I’d drift into thinking about my own problems and 
intentions while I said the Hail Mary’s; in other words, I was meditating on myself while I prayed the Rosary. 
This was the ah-hah moment I referred to in my post from last week where I talked about the stress that comes with 
making yourself a god. When I turned my attention away from myself and started focusing on Christ instead, the 
relief was indescribable. It brought to mind a point Thomas Merton made when he said: To consider persons and 
events and situations only in the light of their effect upon myself is to live on the doorstep of hell. 
     Of course it’s important to tell God everything that’s on our minds, but, as I said in that other post, the problem 
was that those were the only types of prayers I was saying. I’d ended up making my needs and desires and plans so 
huge that I’d taken over God’s role in being responsible for the entire universe. So when the Rosary finally broke 
me out of that, it was like being freed from a prison. I felt like I had real inner peace for the first time in a long time. 
      I should note that I do think that God blessed my initial efforts at the Rosary. As Elizabeth Mahlou pointed out 
in her great comment to this post, God doesn’t play games of “Gotcha!”, punishing us for making mistakes in form 
despite good intentions. God managed to use even my misguided actions, some of which were probably the very 
definition of “vain repetition, ” to bring me closer to him. 
     I still see that same grace in my life through the Rosary now that I’m actually meditating on the mysteries; the 
main difference is what it’s done for my peace of mind, thanks to a renewed understanding of Jesus, what he’s done 
for us, and who I am in relation to him. Praying along with the Church by meditating on the prescribed mysteries 
for that particular day — as opposed to what I might feel like thinking about — allows God to lead me in new 
directions. I have the freedom to roam wildly with Christ in all the different moments of his life, yet the structure to 
make me ponder elements that I might not have sought out on my own. 
I finally get why so many people are such passionate advocates for the Rosary: not only is there that unmistakable 
grace that comes with it, but, if you pray it as it’s supposed to be prayed, it’s not only a portal into the life of Christ, 
but a safeguard against the hell of making yourself a god.  By:  Jennifer Fulwiler 
 

 The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume their 
monthly meetings today, Sunday, September 10th immediately 
following the 11:00 AM Mass.  

A Ladies Day of Reflection will be held on Friday, October 20, 
2017 at the St. Thomas Center BEGINNING at 9:00 AM WITH 
MASS.  The day will end with Adoration when confessions will 
be available with visiting priests.  The day should end at about 4 
PM The retreat will be run by the Dominican Sisters of Nashville. 
All are strongly encouraged to attend. Lunch and snacks provided.  

A special collection will be taken up on the weekend of Sept. 16 & 
17 to assist the victims of Hurricane Harvey in Texas and the 
surrounding areas.  Funds given to the collection will support the 
humanitarian and recovery efforts of Catholic Charities USA and 
will provide pastoral support and rebuilding assistance to 
impacted dioceses through the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. 

  

 

 

 

	

	

	

	

 

Religious Education Classes begin today, Sept. 10th in Thomas 
following the 9 AM Mass and in Parsons beginning at 9:45 AM.  
Fr. Grassi will have a brief CCD information meeting with all of 
the parents following both Masses.  

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“We wonder why child abuse has 
dramatically increased since 1973—
that’s when abortion was legalized. 
Not a coincidence. If it’s okay to kill 
a child before he’s born, what’s so 
bad about slapping around the same 
child a year later?  
The first thing I thought when I 
heard the horrible story of Susan 
Smith in Carolina drowning her 
children was, “This is just a very 
late-term abortion—four years late.” 
Same mother, same children. Other 
than timing, what’s the difference?” 
— Randy Alcorn 

 

St. Thomas……..$5,305 pledged 

  (Goal: $10,510) 50% of goal met. 
 

Our Lady of Mercy …$3,770 pledged 
     (Goal: $3,800) 99% of goal met	

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept 10 – First day of CCD classes at St. Thomas & Our Lady of Mercy. 
Sept 10 – Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting following Mass. 
Sept 10 – Second collection for the Diocesan Scholarship Association. 
Sept 13 – Knights of Columbus meeting at 7 PM in Parsons. 
Sept 21 – 4th Degree Knights meeting at 7 PM in Thomas. 
Oct. 20 – Mark your calendars now for the Ladies Day of Reflection! 
 

 

St. Thomas: $3627.00 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $965.50 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR AUGUST 27, 2017 

 

2017 CATHOLIC SHARING	

OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 

ROSARY DEVOTIONS 
Wednesday, Sept. 13th is the 100th 

anniversary of the 5th apparition of 
Fatima.  Rosary will be held at 12 
noon in Parsons and at 5 PM in 

Thomas. 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….287 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….9,387 
(since May 2016) 

Please pray the Rosary remembering  
reparation  for  sins committed against 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  

the  Consecration  of Russia  to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

LADIES RETREAT COMING SOON! 

SPECIAL COLLECTION – HURRICANE HARVEY 


