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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of September, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 10/08/17; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 10/15/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Sept 25 Monday  
Sept 26 Tuesday  
Sept 27 Wednesday	
Sept 28 Thursday 
Sept 29 Friday 
Sept 30 Saturday 
Sept 30 SATURDAY VIGIL 
Oct.  01 SUNDAY	
Oct.  01 SUNDAY	

   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

Fr. Edward Bell 
Patrick Timulak 
Betty Hemphill 
Matthew “Loupie” Lambruno 
*Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hickey 
Lindsay Hart 
People of the Parish 
Diane Ulch & Dr. Imelda Stevenson 
Dick Sakal 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Edward Brobst, Frank Hoffner, and 

Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 
DATE 

 
09/30 
10/01	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kathy & Pat Kotten 
Titi Ferguson 
 

 
READERS 
 
Kathy Supak 
John Ferguson 

PARSONS 

25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, September 24, 2017	

DATE 

 
10/01	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Dee Oldaker & Addie Buckley  

   READERS 
 
   Fred Sikarskie	

   Cleaning:  09/24 – 09/30: Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry	



The Knights of Columbus, Thomas Council 2010, will have their 
annual Columbus Day dinner at Our Lady of Mercy Church social 
hall in Parsons on Sunday, October 8th, beginning with the 
installation of officers at 4:15, social hour at 5:00 and dinner at 
6:00. The cost of the meal is $15.00 per person due no later than 
Oct. 1st. If you plan to attend please contact Jim and Nancy Nester 
at 478-4111 no later than Sunday Oct. 1st. We need a head-count so 
we can purchase the proper amount of food. All Knights and their 
wives are invited to attend.   

Backpack Buddies is a hunger prevention/nutrition program in 
which local children will receive healthy, kid friendly foods every 
weekend throughout the school year.  
WE NEED YOUR HELP! Families are struggling in our area with 
over 120 children applying for this program. Unfortunately we 
won’t be able to serve everyone, but we’d like to include as many 
children as possible (based on their need).  
Please consider sponsoring a child or donating to this program. 
$150 will provide weekend food for a child for the rest of the 
school year. $75 will provide weekend food for a child for half of 
the school year. Other cash donations will be helpful and will go 
exclusively to purchase food of hygiene items. Checks can be 
made payable to the Tucker County Family Resource Network.  
 

 

 
4 DAILY HABITS TO KEEP YOUR FAITH ALIVE AND YOUR PRAYER-LIFE STRONG 

By: PHILIP KOSLOSKI 
Do we have to stay in church all day long? 
G. K. Chesterton wrote, "It might be reasonably maintained that the true object of all human life is play.  Earth 
is a task garden; heaven is a playground."   That feels true; life is hard, and it's hard for everyone, one way or 
another, and its difficulties can tempt us away from faith.  What can we do to keep our faith alive, through the 
task field, until we reach the playground of heaven? 
Attending Sunday Mass is certainly a good start, but should it stop there?  St. Thomas Aquinas would say no. 
"To enter heaven, continual prayer is necessary after baptism; for although all sins are remitted by that 
sacrament, there still remain concupiscence to assail us from within, and the world and the devil to attack us 
from without." 
But what does "continual prayer" look like?  Does it consist of staying in church all day long? 
Our daily habits are the keys to unlocking the secret of "continual prayer", and encouraging these four can help 
deepen our relationship with God, conversing with him intimately, so that when we reach the "pearly gates," it 
will be a reunion of long-time friends than of acquaintances.  What are the keys that unlock our access to 
continual prayer? 
Morning Offering: Fr. John McCloskey describes the morning offering as, "when you kneel down and using 
your own words, or a formula, you briefly offer up all the day ahead for God's glory."  You can choose 
whichever offering prayer you want.  I personally use the "Serviam!" prayer right when I wake up.  It is simple 
yet very powerful. 
By praying a morning offering, you dedicate the rest of the day to God, which then prepares you to tackle 
anything that comes at you during the day. 
Fifteen Minutes of Spiritual Reading:  This can be described as "a few minutes of systematic reading of the New 
Testament to identify ourselves with the words and actions of our Savior, and the rest of the time spent on a 
classic book of Catholic spirituality recommended by your spiritual advisor.  As [St.] Josemaria Escriva puts it, 
'Don't neglect your spiritual reading.  Reading has made many saints'" (The Way, 116).  One way to accomplish 
this is to read the Gospel reading for today and then find a spiritual book that will help you grow in your 
relationship with God. 
Fifteen Minutes of Mental Prayer:  Mental prayer is very simple, though not without its many distractions.  It 
consists of a "heart-to-heart" with God and leaving time for talking and listening.  God is extremely interested 
in what troubles you and what is going on in your life, similar to how a parent is interested in the day of his or 
her child after school.  God wants to know (even though he already knows) everything about your life.  The 
reason he wants to know your deepest desires is because it helps you draw closer to him.  Just like any 
relationship, when you reveal to another person your feelings, you start to share an invisible bond that can last a 
lifetime. 
Nightly Examination of Conscience:  Fr. McCloskey explains how to do an examination of conscience before 
going to bed:  "You sit down, call on the Holy Spirit for light and for several minutes go over your day in God's 
presence asking if you behaved as a child of God at home, at work, with your friends.  You also look at that one 
particular area which you have identified with the help of spiritual direction in which you know you need to 
improve in order to become a saint.... Then you make an act of gratitude for all the good that you have done and 
an act of contrition for those areas in which you have willfully failed.  Then it is off to your well-deserved rest."  
This is important and it helps prepare you for your next confession.  It is healthy to examine your faults and 
failings and to ask God's help to overcome them.  The Divine Physician will then heal whatever we tell him is 
wrong with our soul.  Sometimes his medicine is not easy to swallow, but he gives us the remedy that speeds us 
along the path to eternal life. 

These four habits are very powerful and can keep your faith alive through the trials and "task fields" of life, 
because they keep you in conversation with our Lord.   Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. 

— James 4:8    
 
 

WE NEED YOUR VOICES:  The St. 
Thomas choir needs people to sing 
at Midnight Mass.  No experience 
necessary.  Our First practice is on 
Thursday, September 28th at 7 PM. 

A Ladies Day of Reflection will be held on Friday, October 20, 
2017 at the St. Thomas Center BEGINNING at 9:00 AM WITH 
MASS.  The day will end with Adoration when confessions will 
be available with visiting priests.  The day should end at about  
4 PM.  The retreat will be run by the Dominican Sisters of 
Nashville. All are strongly encouraged to attend. Lunch and 
Snacks provided.   
        SIGN UP SHEET IN THE BACK OF BOTH CHURCHES. 
 

  

 

	

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Abortion is not just one issue 
among many. Abortion is the central 
moral issue, the conflict issue, of this 
moment in our nation’s history.” 
++ Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI 
 

St. Thomas……..$5,305 pledged 

  (Goal: $10,510) 50% of goal met. 
 

Our Lady of Mercy …$3,770 pledged 
     (Goal: $3,800) 99% of goal met	

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Sept 24 – 2nd collection for the Catholic University. 
Oct  01 -  “ASK FATHER” immediately following Mass in Parsons. 
Oct  01 -  Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild monthly meeting. 
Oct  03 -  Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the        
                 rectory conference room. 
Oct  11 -  Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 7 PM. 
Oct. 20 – Mark your calendars now for the Ladies Day of Reflection! 
 

 

St. Thomas: $1,528.07 
Hurricane Harvey:  $2036.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $967.00 
Hurricane Harvey:  $1,037.00 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR SEPTEMBER 17, 2017 

 

2017 CATHOLIC SHARING	

BACKPACK BUDDIES PROGRAM 

FOOD PANTRY  
The food pantry is in need of 

valued food items.  This month we 
are seeking chicken soup.  In 

subsequent months we will let you 
know what items are needed and 

ask your assistance in this need for 
our community. 

 

SIGN UP FOR THE LADIES RETREAT NOW!! 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS DINNER 

 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….197 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….9,584 
(since May 2016) 

 

 

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  

For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces. 

 

FATIMA SHRINE DEDICATION 
at St. James Parish in Charlestown 
on Sat. Oct. 14th.  If anyone is 
interested in going to the 
dedication of the shrine and the 
consecration that morning, with 
Mass at 11 AM and then returning 
in the afternoon, please contact Fr. 
Grassi and let him know. 


