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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of October, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 10/08/17; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 10/15/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Oct. 09  Monday  
Oct. 10  Tuesday  
Oct. 11  Wednesday	
Oct. 12  Thursday 
Oct. 13  Friday 
Oct. 14  Saturday 
Oct. 14  SATURDAY VIGIL 
Oct. 15  SUNDAY	
Oct. 15  SUNDAY	

   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   No Mass 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

Bob Perrine 
Edward Brobst 
Lyndsay Hart 
Randy Columbo 
Joseph & Mary Deegan 
               - 
People of the Parish 
Katherine Lillie 
Frank & Frances Usnik 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Frank Hoffner, and Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 
DATE 

 
10/07 
10/08	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kathy Supak 
Betty Woods 
 

 
READERS 
 
Beth Spencer 
Don Woods 

PARSONS 

27th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, October 08, 2017	

DATE 

 
10/08	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kaylee DiBacco & Ariona Plumley  

   READERS 
 
   Tom Gutshall	

   Cleaning:  10/01 – 10/07: Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk	



The Society of St. Thomas Women are selling tickets for a 
beautiful, handmade quilt and also for their yearly Christmas 
baskets. The tickets are $5.00 a piece. There will be an individual  
drawing for the quilt on Sunday, Nov. 19th and the drawing for the 
baskets will be on Dec. 17th.  There are 3 baskets and 3 chances to 
win with each ticket.   **Ladies please begin bringing in items for 
the baskets.   

                                ORGAN DONATIONS - PART 2    FR. WILLIAM SAUNDERS 
Last week, the issue of organ transplantation from a deceased donor to a recipient in need was addressed. 
Such a procedure is deemed morally good as long as the donor before death or next of kin after death have 
approved the donation, the person is dead before the organs are taken, and the organs have not been 
knowingly obtained from abortions. Now, we can address the issue of organs donated from living donors. 
The transplantation of organs from a living donor to another person is more complicated. The ability to 
perform the first kidney transplant in 1954 caused a great debate among theologians. The debate focused on 
the principle of totality whereby certain circumstances permit a person to sacrifice one part or function of the 
body for the interest of the whole body. For instance, a person may remove a diseased organ to preserve the 
health of his whole body, such as removing a cancerous uterus. These theologians, however, argued that a 
person can not justify the removal of a healthy organ and incur the risk of future health problems when his 
own life is not in danger, as in the case of a person sacrificing a healthy kidney to donate to a person in need. 
Such surgery, they held, entails an unnecessary mutilation of the body and is thereby immoral. 
Other theologians argued from the point of fraternal charity, namely that a healthy person who donates a 
kidney to a person in need is making a genuine act of sacrifice to save that person's life. Such generosity is 
modeled after our Lord's sacrifice of Himself on the cross, and reflects His teaching at the Last Supper: "This 
is my commandment: Love one another as I have loved you. There is no greater love than this: to lay down 
one's life for one's friends" (Jn 15:12-13). Such a sacrifice, these theologians held, is morally acceptable if the 
risk of harm to the donor, both from the surgery itself and the loss of the organ, is proportionate to the good 
for the recipient.  Moving from this reasoning, these "pro-transplant" theologians re-examined the principle 
of totality. They argued that while organ transplants from living donors may not preserve anatomical or 
physical integrity (i.e., there is a loss of a healthy organ), they do comply with a functional totality (i.e. there 
is the preservation of the bodily functions and system as a whole). For instance, a person can sacrifice one 
healthy kidney (a loss of anatomical integrity) and still be able to maintain health and proper bodily 
functions with the remaining kidney; such a donation would be morally permissible. Using the same 
reasoning, however, a person cannot sacrifice an eye to give to a blind person, because such an act impairs 
the bodily functions of the individual.Pope Pius XII agreed with this broader interpretation of the principle 
of totality, and declared organ transplants from living donors morally acceptable. He underscored the point 
that the donor is making a sacrifice of himself for the good of another person. However, such transplants 
must fulfill four criteria: (1) the risk involved to the donor in such a transplant must be proportionate to the 
good obtained for the recipient; (2) the removal of the organ must not seriously impair the donor's health or 
bodily function; (3) the prognosis of acceptance is good for the recipient and (4) the donor must make an 
informed and free decision recognizing the potential risks involved. 
A moral question which has arisen in this area is whether someone can sell one of his own organs for 
transplantation. The answer is a definitive "no." The selling of an organ violates the dignity of the human 
being, eliminates the criterion of true charity for making such a donation, and promotes a market system 
which benefits only those who can pay, again violating genuine charity. Pope John Paul II underscored this 
teaching: AA transplant, even a simple blood transfusion, is not like other operations. It must not be 
separated from the donor's act of self-giving, from the love that gives life" (Address to the First International 
Congress of the Society for Organ Sharing," June 24, 1991).  The Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic 
Health Care Services provides the following guidance: The transplantation of organs from living donors is 
morally permissible when such a donation will not sacrifice or seriously impair any essential bodily function 
and the anticipated benefit to the recipient is proportionate to the harm done to the donor. Furthermore, the 
freedom of the donor must be respected, and economic advantages should not accrue to the donor" (No. 30). 
Therefore, organ donation is morally permissible under certain conditions. Generally, in the case of donating 
organs after death, the gifts that God has given to us to use in this life our eyes, hearts, liver, and so on can be 
passed on to someone in need. In the case of donating organs while alive, such as giving a healthy kidney to 
a relative in need, the donor needs to weigh all of the implications; in charity, a potential donor may decide 
he cannot offer an organ, such as if he were a parent and would not want to increase the risk of not being 
able to care for his own dependent children. Although organ donation is not mandatory, it is commendable 
as an act of charity. 

A Ladies Day of Reflection will be held on Friday, October 20, 
2017 at the St. Thomas Center BEGINNING at 9:00 AM WITH 
MASS.  The day will end with Adoration when confessions will 
be available with visiting priests.  The day should end at about  
4 PM.  The retreat will be run by the Dominican Sisters of 
Nashville. All are strongly encouraged to attend. Lunch and 
Snacks provided.   
SIGN UP SHEET IN THE BACK OF BOTH CHURCHES. 
 

  

 

WITH SYMPATHY 
               Please pray for the soul of 

Raymond “Randy” 
Colombo whose funeral 
Mass took place last 
Friday, Sept. 29.  Please 
pray for the consolation of  

               his family as well. 

*ADORATION:  Please sign-up for Adoration on Friday, Oct. 13th 
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the St. Thomas Church in Thomas.  
Please pick an hour to keep our Lord company on this very special 
day.  Sign-up sheet in the back of both churches. 
*PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY:  Please consider joining us for a 
Rosary of reparation on FRIDAY, Oct.13th at noon in Parsons at the 
Courthouse square.  
*FATIMA SHRINE DEDICATION:  at St. James Parish in Charles 
Town on Sat. Oct. 14th.  If anyone is interested in going to the 
dedication of the shrine and the consecration that morning, with 
Mass at 11 AM and then returning in the afternoon, please contact 
Fr. Grassi and let him know. 
 

 
PRO-LIFE CORNER 

“I think because the seriousness 
of the shedding of innocent 
blood through the 20th century 
into the 21st century, the spiritual 
deficit is too great. The scales are 
tipped too low, and I really 
believe that we’re going to need a 
great martyrdom in order to 
return the balance.” 
++ Fr. Thomas Euteneuer ++ 
 

St. Thomas……..$5,305 pledged 

  (Goal: $10,510) 50% of goal met. 
 

Our Lady of Mercy …$3,770 pledged 
     (Goal: $3,800) 99% of goal met	

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct. 08 -  Knights of Columbus dinner today. 
Oct  11 -  Knights of Columbus meeting in Thomas at 7 PM. 
Oct. 20 – Mark your calendars now for the Ladies Day of Reflection! 
 

 

St. Thomas: $2,373.42 
Our Lady of Mercy: $814.00 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR OCTOBER 01, 2017 

 

2017 CATHOLIC SHARING	

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF FATIMA 

SIGN UP FOR THE LADIES RETREAT NOW!! 

QUILT AND CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING 

Just a reminder to all parish council 
members that we will meet on  
Tuesday, October 17th, in the 
Rectory conference room in 
Thomas immediately following the 
5:00 PM Mass.  
 

All are welcome to join us for a covered dish dinner on Sunday 
Oct. 22nd immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER 


