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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of October, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 10/08/17; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 10/15/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Oct. 16  Monday  
Oct. 17  Tuesday  
Oct. 18  Wednesday	
Oct. 19  Thursday 
Oct. 20  Friday 
Oct. 21  Saturday 
Oct. 21  SATURDAY VIGIL 
Oct. 22  SUNDAY	
Oct. 22  SUNDAY	

   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

John Botefuhr 
Matthew “Loupie” Lambruno 
People of the Parish 
Jean Lomanto 
Betty Hemphill 
Rev. Colombo Bandiera 
Jack Lambruno 
*Mr. & Mrs. Robert Spencer 
People of the Parish 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Frank Hoffner, and Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 
DATE 

 
10/21 
10/22	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kathy Supak 
Brittiny Cross 
 

 
READERS 
 
Beth Spencer 
Diane Rader 

PARSONS 

28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, October 15, 2017	

DATE 

 
10/22	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Addie Buckley & Becca Siler 

   READERS 
 
   Betty Jane DiBacco	

   Cleaning:  10/15 – 10/21: Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco	



The Society of St. Thomas Women are selling tickets for a 
beautiful, handmade quilt and also for their yearly Christmas 
baskets. The tickets are $5.00 a piece. There will be an individual  
drawing for the quilt on Sunday, Nov. 19th and the drawing for the 
baskets will be on Dec. 17th.  There are 3 baskets and 3 chances to 
win with each ticket.   **Ladies please begin bringing in items for 
the baskets.   

TOO MANY PEOPLE? NOT BY A LONG SHOT 
Confounding the doomsayers, world population growth is slowing dramatically. 
The U.S. Census Bureau recently reported that the globe's population grew by only 79.6 million in 1996. This is seven 
million fewer than the 86-plus million in 1994, the high-water mark of population growth. It is a round 20 million less 
than the 100 million figure population-control alarmists like Vice President Al Gore were tossing around until recently. 
The immediate reason for this decline, which has since been confirmed by the United Nations Population Division, is 
shrinking family size. The Census Bureau reports that the world's total fertility rate — the number of children born per 
woman during her lifetime — has declined to 2.9, its lowest level ever. In 1985 the world-wide total fertility rate was 4.2. 
In many countries, couples commonly stop at one or two children.  There are now 79 countries — representing fully 40% 
of the world's population — with fertility rates below the level necessary to stave off long-term population decline. The 
developed nations are in the worst straits. Already 15 of them, including Russia, Germany and Italy, each year fill more 
coffins than cradles. Virtually all the others will soon follow suit. Efforts by anxious governments to arrest this looming 
demographic disaster have proved largely futile. In Germany and Japan, for example, despite hefty financial rewards to 
women willing to welcome more children into the world, the maternity wards remain empty. 
But this "birth dearth," as Ben Wattenberg has called it, has now spread well beyond the developed world. There are now 
27 "developing" countries where women are averaging fewer than 2.2 children. These include such unlikely candidates as 
Sri Lanka and Thailand. The human face of this population implosion is melancholy — villages bereft of children, 
schools closed for lack of students — and the economic consequences are grim: Labor shortages cramp production, the 
housing market grows moribund, and this in turn creates a drag on real estate and other sectors of the economy. How 
much of Japan's continuing economic malaise can be directly traced to a lack of young people to power the economy?  
While the population of portions of Africa, Asia and Latin America will continue to grow for several more decades, the 
rest of the world will soon be in demographic free fall. The bottom line: Population will peak at seven billion or so in 
2030, and then begin a long descent. (This is essentially the U.N. Population Division's 13 November 1996 "low variant" 
prediction, with African, Asian and Latin American total fertility rates adjusted to converge on those of present-day 
Europe, or 1.35 children per woman.) 
How have those in the population-control crowd taken all this "good" news? Their response has been curiously 
schizophrenic. On the one hand, they are quick to claim credit for progress made and ask for money "to finish the job." 
But in the same breath, they hotly deny that they are principally interested in reducing human fertility at all, claiming 
they have other laudable goals in mind, such as reducing maternal and infant mortality, improving reproductive health 
care, "investing in women," and the like. 
Anyone who has seen the checkered path of other countries' family-planning programs will find it hard to take either 
claim seriously. Something over two-thirds of the world's fertility decline can be accounted for by simple modernity, as 
women marry later, have greater educational opportunities and work outside the home. The only population-control 
programs that have enjoyed conspicuous success have relied on the more or less compulsory sterilization of large 
numbers of women. The most notorious example is China, where for a decade and a half the government has mandated 
the insertion of intrauterine devices after one child, sterilization after two children, and abortion for those pregnant 
without permission. 
But the use of force in family-planning programs is not limited to China. Doctors in Mexico's government hospitals are 
under orders to insert IUDs in women who have three or more children. This is often done immediately after childbirth, 
without the foreknowledge or consent of the women violated. 
Perhaps the practice in Peru, where women are offered 50 pounds of food in return for submitting to a tubal ligation, 
cannot properly be called coercive. Still, there is something despicable about offering food to poor, hungry Indian 
women in return for permission to mutilate their bodies. And the potential for direct coercion is ever present, given that 
Peruvian government doctors must meet a quota of six certified sterilizations a month or lose their jobs. 
So tainted with coercion is the whole notion of population control that many of its strongest advocates have quietly 
reinvented themselves, and are now posing as social reformers eager to help women. The whole process resembles the 
strange metamorphosis of Soviet communists into Russian social democrats after the U.S.S.R. collapsed. It deserves the 
same level of credence. 
But let us, for the sake of dialogue, take at face value all the fine words about improving health and saving lives of Third 
World women and children. Let us then agree to redirect the $385 million to be spent on population control programs this 
year into bona fide health-care programs run by bona fide health-care agencies (not family planning groups in disguise). 
Let us save the 2.1 million children each year who, according to UNICEF, are dying from vaccine-preventable diseases. 
Let us provide Vitamin A supplements to poor children, averting one to two million deaths each year. 
Humanity's long-term problem is not going to be too many children, but too few: too few children to fill the schools and 
universities, too few young people entering the work force, too few couples buying homes and second cars. In short, too 
few consumers and producers to drive the economy forward. The imploding markets of Europe and the economic 
sluggishness of Japan will spread soon enough to the U.S. and the rest of the world. Why spend hundreds of millions of 
dollars a year on contraception and sterilization that will only bring that day closer?     By: Steve W. Mosher 

A Ladies Day of Reflection will be held on Friday, October 20, 
2017 at the St. Thomas Center BEGINNING at 9:00 AM WITH 
MASS.  The day will end with Adoration when confessions will 
be available with visiting priests.  The day should end at about  
4 PM.  The retreat will be run by the Dominican Sisters of 
Nashville. All are strongly encouraged to attend. Lunch and 
Snacks provided.   
 

  

 

PARISH ROSARIES 
PRAYED 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks..........279  
Total Rosaries for the year........9,863          
                  (since May 2016) 
 

Please pray the Rosary 
remembering reparation for sins 
committed against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and For the 
Consecration of Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for 
all those serving in our armed 
forces.  
 

In response to the critical need of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ of the Diocese of St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands 
following hurricanes Irma and Maria, Most Rev. Michael J. 
Bransfield, bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, has 
asked for each parish in the diocese to conduct a special collection 
Oct. 28 and 29 to assist in the relief efforts.  The diocese was hit by 
two catastrophic hurricanes during September.  All of the U.S. 
Virgin Islands felt the effects of both hurricanes.  All of the 
islands are now experiencing problems with electrical power, 
communications, transportation, housing and many other 
necessities of life. 

PRO-LIFE CORNER 

           

St. Thomas……..$5,455 pledged 

  (Goal: $10,510) 52% of goal met. 
 

Our Lady of Mercy …$3,770 pledged 
     (Goal: $3,800) 99% of goal met	

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Oct. 20 – Ladies Day of Reflection! 
Oct. 22 – Universal World Mission 2nd collection. 
Nov. 05 – Daylight Savings Time ends. 
Nov. 05 – “ASK FATHER” immediately following Mass in Parsons. 
Nov. 07 – Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the    
                Rectory conference room. 
 

 

St. Thomas: $2,626.06 
Our Lady of Mercy: $962.00 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR OCTOBER 08, 2017 

 

2017 CATHOLIC SHARING	

SPECIAL COLLECTION 

LADIES RETREAT THIS FRIDAY!!! 

QUILT AND CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING 

Just a reminder to all parish council 
members that we will meet on  
Tuesday, October 17th, in the 
Rectory conference room in 
Thomas immediately following the 
5:00 PM Mass.  
 

All are welcome to join us for a covered dish dinner on Sunday 
Oct. 22nd immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER NEXT SUNDAY 


