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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of November, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  No Latin Mass this month, 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 11/19/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Oct. 23  Monday  
Oct. 24  Tuesday  
Oct. 25  Wednesday	
Oct. 26  Thursday 
Oct. 27  Friday 
Oct. 28  Saturday 
Oct. 28  SATURDAY VIGIL 
Oct. 29  SUNDAY	
Oct. 29  SUNDAY	

   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   7:15 AM  Thomas 
        NO MASS 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

*Tony DiBacco 
Jim Lynch 
Bob Greaser 
Otis & Dortha Johnson 
Betty Hemphill 
         - 
John Lawrence 
Hildegard Studer 
People of the Parish 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Frank Hoffner, and Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 
DATE 

 
10/28 
10/29	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Rita Johnson 
Titi Ferguson 
 

 
READERS 
 
Kathy Supak 
John Ferguson 

PARSONS 

29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, October 22, 2017	

DATE 

 
10/29	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Ariona Plumley & Lillian Plumley 

   READERS 
 
   Kathy DiBacco	

   Cleaning:  10/22 – 10/28: Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry	



The Society of St. Thomas Women are selling tickets for a 
beautiful, handmade quilt and also for their yearly Christmas 
baskets. The tickets are $5.00 a piece. There will be an individual  
drawing for the quilt on Sunday, Nov. 19th and the drawing for the 
baskets will be on Dec. 17th.  There are 3 baskets and 3 chances to 
win with each ticket.   **Ladies please begin bringing in items for 
the baskets.   

 
MIRACLE" STORIES CAN DOUBLE AS CAUTIONARY TALES 

Colleen Carroll Campbell 
     "I'm glad I couldn't get up and do what I wanted to do," Dunlap said recently during a "Today" 
show interview. The 21-year-old warehouse worker explained that if he could have expressed 
himself, there "probably would have been a broken window."  
     Fortunately for Dunlap, a perceptive cousin noticed Dunlap jerking his arm and foot in 
response to pain just minutes before a medical team was to begin harvesting his organs. A doctor 
then verified that Dunlap's movements were more than mere reflexes. Four months later, Dunlap 
is walking, talking and making the media rounds to tell a story that his family considers 
miraculous. 
     Such miracles seem to be happening a lot lately. Consider the case of Yvonne Sullivan, the 28-
year-old British woman who had languished in a coma for two weeks in 2007 when doctors 
suggested that it was time to remove life support. Sullivan's husband responded by hollering at 
his wife to "stop mucking around and start breathing." Within two hours, she did. Now 
recovered, Sullivan remembers her husband's diatribe as the catalyst for a comeback that she 
says her doctors told her "must be a miracle."  
     Then there is the story of Raleane Kupferschmidt, a 65-year-old Minnesota woman who was 
taken off life support in January after a massive cerebral hemorrhage left no signs of brain 
activity. Sent home to die by doctors who said she never would awaken, Kupferschmidt shocked 
her daughter by mouthing "yes" when asked, " Mom, are you in there?" Family members 
returned Kupferschmidt to the hospital. She now is walking and talking and has a second lease 
on life. 
     Although heartwarming, these accounts raise troubling questions. Are such nick-of-time 
recoveries evidence of a rash of medical miracles? Or are they proof of medical judgments made 
too rashly? 
A pattern of hopeless diagnoses and near-fatal mistakes suggests the latter. Consider the plight 
of Jesse Ramirez, whose wife authorized the removal of his feeding and water tubes 10 days after 
a car accident left him in what doctors called a vegetative state from which he might never 
recover. Ramirez's family successfully fought the wife's decision in court, and five months later, 
a recovered Ramirez walked out of a Phoenix hospital. 
The courts were not so kind to Haleigh Poutre, a Massachusetts child-abuse victim who narrowly 
escaped death after a diagnosis of persistent vegetative state led her state custodians to seek the 
removal of her ventilator and feeding tubes in 2005. Poutre recovered before her court-ordered 
starvation could take place. Hailed as "a miracle child," Poutre now attends school and 
communicates well enough that she may testify against her alleged abuser. 
     Difficult end-of-life decisions demand that we navigate between two extremes: the vitalism 
that would preserve life by any means necessary without regard for burdens on the patient, and 
the fatalism that would give up on gravely ill patients before their time. In the past, medical 
professionals often veered toward vitalism. Today, in a culture that increasingly views our 
bodies as morally significant only if our minds are sharp and regards subjective "quality of life" 
measures as more important than the objective right to life, fatalism is the bigger threat. 
     In coming years, rising health care costs and a burgeoning elderly population will intensify 
the temptation to intentionally hasten death in difficult cases. If the stories of such survivors as 
Zach and Haleigh allow us to resist that temptation and err on the side of life, they will prove 
miraculous indeed. 

 

The Our Lady of Mercy Guild is sponsoring the Cortland Acres 
October birthday party this tuesday, Oct. 24, at 2:30 PM. If you 
plan on attending please arrive at 2:00 PM to help set -up. All help 
is greatly appreciated.  

  

PARISH ROSARIES 
PRAYED 

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks..........279  
Total Rosaries for the year........9,863          
                  (since May 2016) 
 

Please pray the Rosary 
remembering reparation for sins 
committed against the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and For the 
Consecration of Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for 
all those serving in our armed 
forces.  
 

In response to the critical need of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ of the Diocese of St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Islands 
following hurricanes Irma and Maria, Most Rev. Michael J. 
Bransfield, bishop of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, has 
asked for each parish in the diocese to conduct a special collection 
Oct. 28 and 29 to assist in the relief efforts.  The diocese was hit by 
two catastrophic hurricanes during September.  All of the U.S. 
Virgin Islands felt the effects of both hurricanes.  All of the 
islands are now experiencing problems with electrical power, 
communications, transportation, housing and many other 
necessities of life. 

PRO-LIFE CORNER 

        

St. Thomas……..$5,585 pledged 

  (Goal: $10,510) 53% of goal met. 
 

Our Lady of Mercy …$3,770 pledged 
     (Goal: $3,800) 99% of goal met	

 
EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 

Oct. 22 – Universal World Mission 2nd collection. 
Nov. 05 – Daylight Savings Time ends. 
Nov. 05 – “ASK FATHER” immediately following Mass in Parsons. 
Nov. 07 – Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the    
                Rectory conference room. 
 

 

St. Thomas: $1,959.00 
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,105.00 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR OCTOBER 15, 2017 

 

2017 CATHOLIC SHARING	

SPECIAL COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 

CORTLAND ACRES BIRTHDAY PARTY 

QUILT AND CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 

All are welcome to join us for a covered dish dinner today, 
Sunday Oct. 22nd immediately following the 11 AM Mass in 
Parsons. 

 

COVERED DISH DINNER TODAY 


