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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of November, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  No Latin Mass this month, 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 11/19/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Nov. 06  Monday  
Nov. 07  Tuesday  
Nov. 08  Wednesday  
Nov. 09  Thursday 
Nov. 10  Friday 
Nov. 11  Saturday 
Nov. 11  SATURDAY VIGIL 
Nov. 12  SUNDAY	
Nov. 12  SUNDAY	

   NO MASS 
   NO MASS 
   NO MASS 
   NO MASS 
   NO MASS 
   NO MASS 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Roy & Josephine Carr 
Alger Shwarthout 
People of the Parish 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
  31st  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Frank Hoffner, and Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 

DATE 
 

11/11 
11/12	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Rita Johnson 
Betty Woods 
 

 
READERS 
 
Nancy Zizunas 
Don Woods 

PARSONS 

31st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, November 05, 2017	

DATE 

 
11/12	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Addie Buckley & Becca Siler 

   READERS 
 
   Tom Gutshall	

   Cleaning:  11/05 – 11/11: Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall	



The Society of St. Thomas Women are selling tickets for a 
beautiful, handmade quilt and also for their yearly Christmas 
baskets. The tickets are $5.00 a piece. There will be an individual  
drawing for the quilt on Sunday, Nov. 19th and the drawing for the 
baskets will be on Dec. 17th.  There are 3 baskets and 3 chances to 
win with each ticket.   **Ladies please begin bringing in items for 
the baskets.   

Preparation is already underway for the 2017 Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis and 
Thomas area. This year the dinner will be hosted again in the St. 
Thomas Center. Volunteers, donations of time, talents and gifts 
will be needed to provide the following: PUMPKIN PIES, COOL 
WHIP AND PEOPLE TO COOK TURKEYS ARE ESPECIALLY 
NEEDED.  Please bring items to the St. Thomas Center by 9 AM 
on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 23; donations of money for green 
beans, butter, and gravy for the dinner; help to prepare and serve 
the meals starting at 9:30 AM in the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; 
help to deliver meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area 
and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes and 
clean up the Center. If you plan to help with any of the above or if 
you have any questions please call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).  

                          WHERE IS THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION?  By:Anthony Esolen 
"When Beowulf goes to slay the dragon that has been ravaging the countryside," I said to my college freshmen the other 
day, "all of his thanes swear they will stand by him in the battle."   
"But when it comes to the actual crisis, they are nowhere to be found.  Only one of them, Wiglaf, remains loyal and helps 
Beowulf, who has already suffered a mortal wound, to slay the dragon.  Without going so far as to say that Beowulf is a 
Christ-figure, when he clearly is not," I continued, "it seems safe to say that the poet wants us to think about Christ upon 
Calvary." 
So far so good.  Everyone knows that Jesus was crucified.  Then I asked, offhand, "Which of the apostles was loyal 
enough to remain near to Jesus when they nailed him to the cross?" An embarrassed silence.  I gave them clues.  "He is 
portrayed in almost every artistic representation of the Crucifixion.  He is usually portrayed as a beardless youth, 
because tradition had it that he was the youngest of the apostles."  No reply.  "Jesus actually addresses him from the 
Cross."  Then came five guesses.  "Peter?",  "Judas?",  "Simon?" , "Thomas?",  "Paul?" 
Those guesses were more telling and more discouraging than the silence.  Sixteen college freshmen, most of them 
Catholic in one way or another; and not one of them could recall, "Woman, behold your son." 
It occurs to me that if they had been standing in front of the painting of the Crucifixion in the sanctuary of my boyhood 
church, Saint Thomas Aquinas in Archbald, Pennsylvania, they would not have been able to "read" it.  That's downright 
strange, when you stop to consider what prompts religious art to begin with. 
For you only paint a scene from Scripture, or carve it in stone or cast it in stained glass, if you can depend upon your 
fellow Christians to recognize it.  You are a part of a shared story of the world, and your art provides for the faithful a 
shared experience or view of some moment or incident in that story. 
Rembrandt's Return of the Prodigal Son means very little to us if we do not know the parable; we will not understand 
why the young man is kneeling, and why his shoes are worn to rags, and why the onlookers are wearing robes so royal. 
What we have here is in several ways a thorough inversion.  The unlettered people of the Middle Ages, when books 
were scarce and costly, and when there was therefore no particular reason why a farmer or a miller should know how to 
read, were yet immersed in stories: the paintings and the stained glass windows provided both expression of and 
instruction in the faith. 
That expression and instruction extended also to the wealth of prayers and hymns that the people heard and knew by 
heart.  When the invention of the printing press made books more affordable, giving ordinary people a practical reason 
to learn how to read, that put near to hand all of the psalms in their entirety, the propers and commons of the Masses 
and the daily office, countless prayers and hymns, and accounts of the lives of the saints. 
We must evangelize the imagination.  Now all of that is gone.  Our young people know how to read, sort of — our 
schools have largely abandoned poetry in general and English literature written before yesterday afternoon.  But in the 
stories of Scripture and the faith they are little better off than the pagan Indians gazing in wonder at the strange signs 
that spoke to the Black Robe from his book.  In important ways they are worse off.  Those Hurons and Iroquois had 
centuries of their own immemorial poetic stories that helped them make sense of the world; our poor sub-pagans do 
not.  They have Homer Simpson and Han Solo. 
Let me not suggest that when I was their age I was much better off.  Oh, I did know the Gospels backwards and 
forwards, and the prominent stories of the Old Testament.  But beyond that I too was religiously illiterate. 
I attended Saint Thomas Aquinas school for six years and learned nothing about Saint Thomas Aquinas.  I heard Mass at 
the church there all the time, and could never recognize Saint Ignatius and Saint Francis Xavier in the stained glass 
window.  The wardrobe in the vestry had on its doors a carving of the medieval pelican and its young, with the verse 
from Thomas' Eucharistic hymn; I had no idea what that was about.  No one ever talked about it.  The bond of story had 
been severed. 
Let me now deliver my prognosis as bluntly as I can.  All the CCD classes in the world cannot make up for this loss.  If 
your imagination is formed by mass entertainment — if you are more familiar with Mr. Spock than with Abraham and 
Moses, if you can sing the sick doggerel of a song by Madonna but cannot hear the words of Jesus telling us about the 
lilies of the field — then you are like a pagan who has recently been baptized but who still has only the vaguest sense of 
what it means to be a Christian.  It is not surprising that the old Vikings, newly evangelized, still thought they could go 
marauding as they used to.  It should not be surprising then that new pagans, barely evangelized, think they can snuff 
out children in the womb, or go their merry way to Sodom. 
The head rules the belly through the chest, as C.S. Lewis tells us, taking his wisdom from the old philosophers and 
poets, and the chest is the realm of imaginative art, which inspires us with tales of valor and holiness, or degrades us 
with tales of hedonism, cynicism, godlessness, and depravity. 
We must evangelize the imagination.  Jesus taught by stories.  Should that not tell us something? 

 

  

Please take note of the Mass schedule. Fr. Grassi is going on 
vacation over the next two weeks. While he is away, Fr. Maurus 
Mount (a Benedictine priest) from Latrobe, Pennsylvania will be 
covering the Masses and Confessions on the weekend of 
November 11th & 12th. Confessions will be at the usual times at 
both churches.  

PRO-LIFE CORNER 

    

 
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks..........547 

Total Rosaries for the year........10,410 
(since May 2016) 

	

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Nov. 05 – Daylight Savings Time ends. 
Nov. 05 – “ASK FATHER” immediately following Mass in Parsons. 
Nov. 07 – Society of St. Thomas Women monthly meeting at 7 PM in the    
                Second Floor conference room of the St. Thomas Center. 
Nov. 08 – Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6 PM in Parsons. 
 
 

 

St. Thomas: $2,599.16 
Hurricane Irma:  $2007.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $814.00 
Hurricane Irma:  $357.00 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR OCTOBER 29, 2017 

 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED	

VISITING PRIEST NEXT WEEKEND 

THANKSGIVING DINNER  
AT ST. THOMAS CENTER 

QUILT AND CHRISTMAS BASKET RAFFLE 
2nd COLLECTION TODAY  
 

This weekend our parish will take 
up a Collection for the Archdiocese 
for Military Services (AMS). The 
guiding mission of the AMS is to 
provide the sacraments—and the 
re-affirming Word of Christ— to 
the men and women serving in our 
armed forces, patients in VA 
Medical Centers, civilians working 
for the federal government beyond 
U.S. borders, and the families of 
these populations.  
 


