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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of November, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  No Latin Mass this month, 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 11/19/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Nov. 20  Monday  
Nov. 21  Tuesday  
Nov. 22  Wednesday  
Nov. 23  Thursday (Thanksgiving) 
Nov. 24  Friday 
Nov. 25  Saturday 
Nov. 25  SATURDAY VIGIL 
Nov. 26  SUNDAY	
Nov. 26  SUNDAY	

   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

Peter Fanelli 
Virginia Ferruso Wilson 
People of the Parish 
Rhoda Kotten 
Frank Okolish 
Fr. Charles Carroll 
James Work Balassone 
Moore & Fortini Families 
People of the Parish 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
  33rd  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Frank Hoffner, and Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 

DATE 
 

11/25 
11/26	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Rita Johnson  
Titi Ferguson 
 

 
READERS 
 
Nancy Zizunas 
John Ferguson 

PARSONS 

33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, November 19, 2017	

DATE 

 
11/26	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kaylee DiBacco & Dee Oldaker 

   READERS 
 
   Betty Jane DiBacco	

   Cleaning:  11/19 – 11/25: Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry	



The Society of St. Thomas Women is raffling off large, medium 
and small Christmas baskets with a multiple variety of great gifts 
in each. Be sure to get your $5 chance today! Chances are also 
available in Parsons. *** 3 baskets/3 chances to win! *** Drawing 
will be Dec. 19th.  

*Ladies please bring in items for the baskets. 

The 2017 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and 
people of the Davis and Thomas area will be hosted in the St. 
Thomas Center.  For all those who are donating food, please bring 
items to the St. Thomas Center by 9 AM on Thanksgiving 
morning, Nov. 23.  For volunteers who are helping to prepare and 
serve the meals we will begin at 9:30 AM in the kitchen.  
 

***A few pumpkin pies are still needed.  Please call Kathy & Pat 
Kotten (866-6243) and let them know how many pies you are able to 
bring.) 
 

 
“ASK FATHER” QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

Why do Catholics call their priests "father"? In Matthew 23:9, It says, "You must call no one on earth your 
father."   
 
     A Catholic might respond, "How do you refer to your mother's husband? What do you call him?" If a 
Catholic is wrong in calling his priest "father," then everyone who refers to his own natural father as "father" 
is also in the wrong. Both usages would be prohibited by a literal interpretation of Jesus' words. 
     Jesus came not to abolish but to fulfill the Law of the Old Covenant (Mt 5:17). If in Matthew 23:9 he 
literally forbids us even to acknowledge our natural fathers as our fathers, how can we keep the fourth 
commandment ("honor your father and your mother")? Taken literally, Jesus' words in Matthew 23:9 
contradict his claim in Matthew 5:17, but we know that the Son of God never contradicts himself. 
     Look again at the passage in which Jesus says we must call no one "father." In contrast to the attitudes of 
the Pharisees and others, Jesus is specifying the qualities Christian leaders must exhibit (Mt 23:1-12). The 
Pharisees aspired to being called "rabbi" (or "master" or "teacher"), leaders of schools of thought. Among the 
schools headed by teachers called "rabbi" there were divergences of belief, some of them in actual 
contradiction. A similar situation prevailed with regard to the term "father" (in Aramaic, abba, a title of 
honor). The title was given to well-known Jewish religious authorities of the past. As with "rabbi," so with 
"father." The term designated the progenitor of a particular, even contradictory, interpretation of the Jewish 
faith. 
     Why did Jesus declare that no Christian leader is to be called "rabbi" or "father"? He was telling us that no 
leader may set up his own interpretation of the Catholic faith and seek followers for his opinions. The role of 
leaders in Christ's Church is faithfully to hand on Christ's teaching received through the apostles (Mt 28:19). 
The words of the apostle Paul epitomize the essential attitude of the Christian teacher: "This is what I received 
from the Lord and in turn passed on to you" (1 Cor 11:23). Paul condemns in the church at Corinth "these 
slogans you have, like 'I am for Paul,' 'I am for Apollos,' 'I am for Cephas' (1 Cor 1:12). 
     The history of Protestantism is essentially the story of this very process--the unending proliferation of 
sectarian groups, saying "I am for Martin Luther" or "I am for John Calvin" or "I am for John Wesley." 
The World Christian Encyclopedia (David B. Barrett, ed.; Oxford, 1982) reported that in 1980 there were 20,780 
distinguishable Christian denominations in the world. Moreover, at the time the encyclopedia was published, 
an average of 270 new denominations were springing up each year--more than five every week. If that rate has 
continued, then there are over 25,000 denominations today. Every single one of these competing, contradicting 
denominations was formed by some person who said, in effect, "Call me 'Master,' call me 'Teacher'; I will tell 
you what the Christian truth is!" 
     Jesus foresaw this problem and provided the means for avoiding it. In the passage under discussion, he 
tells us, "you have only one teacher, the Christ." And how are we to be taught by our one Teacher? By the 
means he provided. He founded the Church on the apostles and their successors, with a special role for Peter, 
the Rock, the earthly head of the Church. A Catholic knows that when the Church Christ founded speaks 
solemnly, Christ himself is speaking through her to each member. 
     Every follower of Christ wants to know the truth, for "the truth [and only the truth] will make you free" (Jn 
8:22). For acquiring that truth in its fullness, the Catholic Church established by Jesus Christ offers the only 
alternative to the chaos of ever-expanding denominationalism. 
     Incidentally, both Old and New Testaments associate priesthood with fatherhood (cf. Jgs 17:10, 18:19, and 1 
Cor 4:15), but in this case, Jesus' command is not violated. Being a simple priest is in no way turning yourself 
into a guru and founding your own school of thought. 
 

  

COME PRAY WITH US! Join in Prayer across America to seek the 
Lord’s mercy and restore life, liberty, the faith and the family! “If 
my people...humble themselves and pray, and seek my presence 
and turn from their evil ways, I will hear them from heaven and 
pardon their sins and REVIVE THEIR LAND” —2 Chronicles 
7:12. America needs the Blessed Mother's intercession! St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church — December 8/9, 2017 — 9 PM Friday to 
1:00 AM Saturday. National Hour of Unity is 12:00 AM to 1:00 AM.  

PRO-LIFE CORNER 

        
 

We would like to thank all who have 
given food and monetary donations to 
the Food Pantry this month.  
Donations have been especially 
generous and they are greatly 
appreciated.  May God bless you all in 
your kindness!   
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me 
food” (Matthew 25:35) 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Nov 23 – Thanksgiving Day. 
Dec 03 – “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
Dec 05 – Society of St. Thomas Women will hold their monthy meeting                
                in the St. Thomas rectory at 7 PM. 
Dec 10 – Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after 11:00 Mass. 
Dec 13 – Knights of Columbus meeting at 6 PM in the St. Thomas Center. 
Dec 13 – OLM Women’s Guild Christmas Party at 6 PM in the hall. 
Dec 16 – 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 6 PM in Parsons. 
 

 

St. Thomas: $1,589.42 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $803.25 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR NOVEMBER 12, 2017 

 

OLM FOOD PANTRY 

28th ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT  
OF PRAYER FOR LIFE 

THANKSGIVING DINNER  

BASKET RAFFLE 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of valued food items.  
This month we are seeking ravoli & 
corn flakes. In subsequent months 
we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance 
in this need for our commmunity. 

 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….206 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….10,619 
(since May 2016) 

 

 

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  

the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

COVERED DISH DINNER 
There will be a covered dish dinner 

today, Nov. 19th immediately 
following the 11 AM Mass in 

Parsons.  All are invited to attend. 


