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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of December, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 12/10/17 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 12/17/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Nov. 27  Monday  
Nov. 28  Tuesday  
Nov. 29  Wednesday  
Nov. 30  Thursday  
Dec.  01  First Friday 
Dec.  01  First Friday 
Dec.  01  First Friday 
Dec.  02  First Saturday 
Dec.  02  SATURDAY VIGIL 
Dec.  03  SUNDAY	
Dec.  03  SUNDAY	

   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   1:00 PM  Cort. Acres 
   5:00 PM  Parsons 
   6:00 PM  Parsons 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

Edward Brobst 
Betty Hemphill 
People of the Parish 
Jeannie Quirk 
Jim Willis 
ADORATION & BENEDICTION 
Lyndsay Hart 
*Brian Sparvieri 
Tekavec Family 
People of the Parish 
Mary Buckley 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
  OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Frank Hoffner, and Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 

DATE 
 

12/02 
12/03	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kathy & Pat Kotten 
Betty Woods 
 

 
READERS 
 
Kathy Supak 
Don Woods 

PARSONS 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE, November 26, 2017	

DATE 

 
12/03	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Addie Buckley & Lillian Plumley 

   READERS 
 
   Kathy DiBacco	

   Cleaning:  11/26 – 12/02: Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk	



The flowers at the main altar in the St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
are in thanksgiving for the life of James Work Balassone.  The 
flowers under the Blessed Mother are in loving memory of Mary 
Josephine Balassone and the flowers under St. Joseph are in 
loving memory of Josephine & James Balassone.  Donated by the 
Balassone family. 

 

     Advent comes every year.  It’s meant to be a time of preparation 
for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. But very often the world 
steals that time of preparation by distracting us in a hundred 
different ways.  And for most Catholics, Advent is just an after 
thought.      
     Don’t let this be just another Advent where you get distracted 
and busy.  Rediscover the joy in the season with “Best Advent 
Ever”, a free email program that will help you slow down and 
focus on what matters most during this busy season.  You’ll 
experience Advent in a way you’ve never experienced it before—
leading to the best Christmas of your life!  
 

Sign-up at DynamicCatholic.com/SignUp. 
 

Then starting on Dec. 3, the first Sunday of Advent, participants 
will receive daily emails with short inspirational videos, practical 
tips to incorporate into their everyday lives, and personal stories 
from Dynamic Catholic team members.  Don’t wait, sign up today! 

 
THE LEPER'S THANKSGIVING 

ANN VOSKAMP 
 
A friend dared me to start counting one thousand things I loved. 
 
I took the dare, accepted the challenge, kept track of one thousand things, one thousand gifts — a 
thousand graces.... Before I knew it, thankfulness to God began fully to change me. 
 
What I actually found — startling! — was more daily wonder and surprising beauty than I ever 
expected.  And in a few short years, this daily hunt for God's grace, his glory, had ushered me 
into a fuller life.  A life of joy!... 
 
I decided to try to live this giving thanks as I believe Jesus did each day, regardless of his 
circumstances.  And what I found was that in giving thanks for each moment and savoring it as 
bread from his hand, I'd find sustenance and the grace of God himself in it... 
 
Even when I am sometimes impatient or unwilling, when I face conflict and heartache, I've 
begun to accept that even the impossible is a possible opportunity to thank God, to experience 
the goodness and grace of the Giver of all! 
 
There is always only more grace. 
 
And it's always more than I expect. 
 
And you?  You in the midst you in the mire, are you too thinking about counting one thousand 
gifts, about making your life all about joy in Christ about loving God and enjoying him 
forever?  There is so much joy in seeing how he uses our simple act of noticing the blessings he 
bestows all around us to transform our lives and the lives of those we touch.... 
 
Praise him for the unexpected and the unlikely, for the daily and the difficult and the graces in 
disguise. The more you count, the more gifts you will see. Do not disdain the small. The 
moments add up, and we might come to believe it — the whole earth is full of his glory!... 
 
Whatever you do, the practice is intended to be a way of cultivating a habit, of learning to live 
praise, to make gratitude and joy your default, to move thanksgiving away from a holiday to a 
lifestyle — that all the days might be holy and set apart for real joy.... 
 
God is waiting to reveal so much through your desire to know him more deeply and completely. 

 
 

 

  

COME PRAY WITH US! Join in Prayer across America to seek the 
Lord’s mercy and restore life, liberty, the faith and the family! “If 
my people...humble themselves and pray, and seek my presence 
and turn from their evil ways, I will hear them from heaven and 
pardon their sins and REVIVE THEIR LAND” —2 Chronicles 
7:12. America needs the Blessed Mother's intercession! St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church — December 8/9, 2017 — 9 PM Friday to 
1:00 AM Saturday. National Hour of Unity is 12:00 AM to 1:00 AM.  

PRO-LIFE CORNER       

     
 

The Society of St. Thomas Women is 
raffling off large, medium and small 
Christmas baskets with a multiple 
variety of great gifts in each. Be sure 
to get your $5 chance today! Chances 
are also available in Parsons.  

*** 3 baskets/3 chances to win! *** 
Drawing will be Dec. 19th. 

 
*Ladies please bring in items 

for the baskets. 
 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Dec 03 – “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
Dec 05 – Society of St. Thomas Women will hold their monthy meeting                
                in the St. Thomas rectory at 7 PM. 
Dec 8/9 – National Night of Prayer for Life beginning at 9PM in Thomas. 
 

 

St. Thomas: $1,936.16 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $806.00 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

 

BASKET RAFFLE 
 

28th ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT  
OF PRAYER FOR LIFE 

 

BEST ADVENT EVER!!! 

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of valued food items.  
This month we are seeking ravoli & 
corn flakes. In subsequent months 
we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance 
in this need for our commmunity. 

 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….195 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….10,814 
(since May 2016) 

 

 

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  

the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

...AND THE WINNER IS..... 
The winner of the Quilt Raffle is 
Victoria Pennington of Blackman 
Flats in Parsons.  Congratulations!!! 


