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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of December, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 12/10/17 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 12/17/17.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Dec.  18  Monday  
Dec.  19 Tuesday  
Dec.  20  Wednesday  
Dec.  21  Thursday  
Dec.  22  Friday  
Dec.  23  Saturday 
Dec.  23 SATURDAY VIGIL 
Dec.  24  SUNDAY	
Dec.  24  SUNDAY 
Dec.  24  SUNDAY (Christmas Vigil)	

   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons 
   6:30 PM   Parsons	

Peter Fanelli 
Randy Columbo 
Charlotte Thurston 
Michael Durkin 
Betty Hemphill 
Edward Sedlock 
Jean Lomanto 
Moore & Mosco Family 
People of the Parish 
Mary Christine DiBacco 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Frank Hoffner, and Robin Bolasky	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 
DATE 

 
12/23 
12/24	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Rita Johnson 
Titi Ferguson 

 
READERS 
 
Kathy Supak 
John Ferguson 

PARSONS 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, December 17, 2017	

DATE 

 
12/24	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Addie Buckley & Ariona Plumley 

   READERS 
 
   Joanne Sikarskie	

   Cleaning:  12/17: – 12/23: Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry	



Help is needed to assemble food baskets for many needy families 
in our area.  Anyone interested in helping to assemble boxes we 

will meet at the Davis Fire Hall on Thursday, December 21st 
around 9:00.   If you have questions call Andrea “Andy” Dalton at 

304-866-7037. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
                    Confessions will be available 30 minutes before all 
                    Masses and at 5:00 PM on Christmas Eve at Our Lady       
                    of Mercy and before Midnight Mass and the 9 AM  
                    Mass at St. Thomas (or by appointment.) 

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE TODAY!!! 
The Society of St. Thomas Women will have a christmas cookie bake sale 
today Sunday, December 17th in the rectory conference room immediately  

following the 9:00 AM Mass.  A delicous assortment of cookies will be 
 offered for a donation.  This is a great way to supplement your own baking!  

 

The Our Lady of Mercy Christmas covered dish dinner is 
today, Sun. Dec. 17th immediately following the 11 AM Mass 
in Parsons.  We will have a very special guest  in attendance!  
Be sure to bring your kids!  HO HO HO!!! 
 

 

  

If one suffers in poverty, we all suffer.  Throughout the 
Mountain State, Catholic Charities WV (CCWVa) provides 
vital assistance to the forgotten elderly, the hungry children 
and the people struggling paycheck to paycheck.  Annual 
contributions to the second collection on Christmas directly 
impact the amount of assistance and quality of service CCWVa 
provides in our service region of which your parish is a part. 

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
“Amen, I say to you, what you did 
not do for one of these least ones, 
you did not do for me.” These words 
of Our Lord recorded by Saint 
Matthew are a poignant reminder 
that we must put our faith into 
action. As we continue to experience 
the joy of a new year we are once 
again reminded of an event that was 
anything but joyful – the legalization 
of abortion by the United States 
Supreme Court on January 22, 1973. 
On that day, the least of the Lord’s 
brothers and sisters – the unborn – 
were denied the right to life. Since 
that day our nation has had blood on 
its hands as a result of the over 48 
million “little murders” that have 
“legally” taken place through 
abortion. No other death count from 
other social injustices comes close to 
this slaughter of the innocents. 
++ Most Rev. Joseph F. Martino, D.D. 

If you would like to make a donation 
towards Christmas flowers in 
memory of loved ones, envelopes are 
available at the back of the church.  
                     	 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Dec. 24 - Christmas Choral Program in Parsons beginning at 6:00 PM     
followed by Mass at 6:30.  
Dec. 24 - St. Thomas Christmas choral program at 11:30 PM followed by  
Mass at Midnight.  
Jan. 01 - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God.  
Jan. 07 - Epiphany pot luck dinner at Our Lady of Mercy church 
immediately following Mass.  
Jan. 10 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting at 6:00 PM in Parsons.  

 

St. Thomas: $2,002.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious: $1,186.00 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,015.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious: $310.00 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR DECEMBER 10, 2017 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WV 

PREPARE YOUR SOUL FOR THE PRINCE OF PEACE! 

 

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS 
 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of valued food items.  
This month we are seeking ravoli & 
corn flakes. In subsequent months 
we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance 
in this need for our commmunity. 

 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….802 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….11,616 
(since May 2016) 

 

 

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  

the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

 

A GOOD GUIDE FOR US THIS ADVENT 
A good guide for us this Advent is Simone Weil (1909-1943) — the French philosopher whom T. S. Eliot 
described as "a kind of genius akin to that of the saints." 
     Weil was a Jewish woman who became a Christian mystic.  Fascinated from her childhood with the Gospel 
commandment of love of neighbor, Weil painstakingly practiced self-sacrificing charity, even to the point of 
limiting her personal  daily allotment of food to that prescribed by World War II rationing, so as to be in 
solidarity with the afflicted French people under Nazi occupation. 
Her love of the Catholic Faith was fostered by encounters with priests like Dominican Fathers Joseph-Marie 
Perrin and Edouard Couturier.  She recounts a dramatic mystical experience: 
In a moment of intense physical suffering, I felt, without being in any way prepared for it, a presence more 
personal, more certain, more real than that of a human being, though inaccessible to the senses and the 
imagination.  Christ himself came down and took possession of me.  I felt in the midst of my suffering the 
presence of a love, like that which one can read in the smile on a beloved face. 
We want that certain, most personal Presence of a love to take hold of us this Advent.  How can we help it 
happen?  Weil gives us this counsel:  The infinity of space and time separates us from God.  How shall we seek 
for him?  How shall we turn towards him?... We cannot make a single step towards heaven.  God must traverse 
the universe and come to us.  But in fact anyone who consents to orient their attention and their love outside 
the world, toward the reality situated beyond every human faculty, is given to succeed.... Across the infinity of 
space and time the infinitely more infinite love of God comes to possess us.  God comes in his time.  We have 
the power to consent to welcome God's love or refuse it. Weil is entreating us to give our attention to divine 
wisdom.  No wonder, then, that the first of the great O Antiphons of Advent implores, "Come and show your 
people the way to salvation."  
Desire, oriented toward God, is the only force capable of raising the soul.  Or rather, God alone comes to 
possess and lift the soul, but only desire obliges God to descend.  God only comes to those who ask God to 
come — those who ask often, for a long time, and ardently.  God cannot prevent himself from coming to them.  
This desire is expressed in the ancient traditional Advent plea Maranatha!  Come, Lord Jesus!  Or in the words 
of the O Antiphons, "Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid" — you who are the "desire of the 
nations" and "the only joy of every human heart." The attitude that brings about salvation does not resemble 
any human activity...  It is expectant waiting.... The slave that listens before the door to open it when the master 
knocks is the best image of it.  He must be ready to die of hunger and exhaustion rather then changing his 
attitude.... We must not do anything but wait expectantly for the good and depart from evil.... I realized that 
Christianity is the religion of slaves, that slaves cannot help belonging to it, and I among others.  
We wait like the father of the prodigal son, searching the horizon for the certain return of his beloved 
child.  Our Advent vigilance will pay off in dividends of virtue, for "every time that we truly pay attention, we 
destroy evil in ourselves."  Like famished, eager, listening slaves, we beg through the O Antiphons: "Come, 
break down the prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness...and lead your captive people into 
freedom.... Come, stretch out your mighty hand to set us free."  
Simone Weil died at the age of thirty-four from tuberculosis, and she is buried in the Catholic section of the 
cemetery in Ashford in Kent, England.  ~ FATHER PETER JOHN CAMERON, O.P. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH TODAY!! 

  


