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SACRAMENT OF  
BAPTISM	

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 
Mission:  OUR LADY OF MERCY    

 	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.	

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let 
us know	

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required.  	

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 	

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY	 SACRAMENT OF PENANCE	

SACRAMENT OF  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK	

During the month of December, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered  
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 01/14/18 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 01/21/18.	

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

Jan. 15  Monday  
Jan. 16  Tuesday  
Jan. 17  Wednesday  
Jan. 18  Thursday  
Jan. 19  Friday 
Jan. 20  Saturday 
Jan. 20  SATURDAY VIGIL 
Jan. 21  SUNDAY	
Jan. 21  SUNDAY 

   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   7:00 AM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM   Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons	

Joseph Fratino 
Martha Nichols 
Toni Harrison 
Michelle Fratino 
All aborted babies 
John Michael “Wally” Bixby 
Deceased Members of the Bland Family 
Frank Hoffner 
People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time	

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Joe 
Sagace, Leo Pase Jr., Charles Bennett, Scott 

Hinkle and Martha Wolf.	

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.	

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition 

by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 

receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for 
a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would 

like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the 
Communion procession. 

 	

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833)	

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.	

THOMAS 

DATE 
 

01/20 
01/21	

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Kathy Supak 
Betty Woods 

 
READERS 
 
Nancy Zizunas 
Michelle Snyder 

PARSONS 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, January 14, 2018	

DATE 

 

01/21	
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 
Lillian Plumley & Dee Oldaker 

   READERS 
 

   Tom Gutshall	

   Cleaning:  01/14: – 01/20:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry	



Please feel free to take a poinsettia home with you today 
after the  Masses at both St. Thomas and Our Lady of 
Mercy churches. 
 

The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and public 
witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court to 
legalize abortion. As Catholics, we believe that all life is sacred. 
Participating in the March for life is an opportunity to be 
advocates for those who cannot speak for themselves and to help 
our government understand why we believe life is so sacred. 
Please come join us and take a stand for LIFE! We will be taking a 
car (or cars) to the metro stop in Vienna, VA., and then we will 
take the train into D.C. Please call the Parish Office if you would 
like to join this life saving event, Friday, January 19th, 2018. 
 

Thanks to all who helped take down the decorations. It was 
wonderful that so many people stayed after Mass to help take 
down, pack away and clean up the mess that was made. It is proof 
that “many hands make light work”. May the Lord reward all of 
you for your generous service.  

Would you like to have a Mass said for a deceased loved one or 
family member? Now is the time to get your Mass intentions in 
for 2018. Please call the parish office or you can drop your 
intentions in the mail or collection baskets.  

  
PRO-LIFE CORNER 

When Catholics oppose abortion, 
embryonic stem cell research, 
euthanasia and related issues, we do 
not do so because of some special 
Catholic religious doctrine, or simply 
because the Church says so. Rather, 
the Church teaches abortion is wrong 
because it already is. Abortion 
violates the natural law by abusing 
the inherent human rights of the 
unborn child. The injustice of 
genocide, oppressing the poor and 
killing unborn children is not a 
matter of religious doctrine. It’s a 
matter of natural law. And when 
Catholics defend the unborn, they 
are not “imposing their religious 
beliefs” on society, but upholding an 
even more fundamental principle of 
justice that America itself is founded 
on.  ++ Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, 
OFM Cap., Denver Catholic Register 
(Oct. 10, 2007) 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Jan. 14 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM       
                Mass in Parsons.  
Jan. 28 – Second Collection for Church in Latin America. 
Feb. 3/4 - Blessing of throats immediately following all Masses. 
Feb. 04 – “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
Feb. 11 – Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM       
                 Mass in Parsons. 
Feb. 14 – “ASH WEDNESDAY”  
Feb. 14 – Knights of Columbus meeting at 6 PM in Thomas. 
 

 

  Dec. 31, 2017   
St. Thomas:   $3,957.42 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $846.14 
 

  Jan. 07, 2018  
St. Thomas:  $2,401.16 

Our Lady of Mercy:  $640.00 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR DEC. 31, 2017 AND  

JAN. 07, 2018 

THE 45th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE 
 

 

FREE POINSETTIAS! 
 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of valued food items.  
This month we are seeking soups.  
In subsequent months we will let 
you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need 
for our commmunity. 

 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….184 
Total Rosaries for the year…….….11,800 

(since May 2016) 

 

 

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary and  For  
the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

SOME PRO LIFE THOUGHTS AS WE APPROACH THE PRO LIFE MARCH! 
America's Deadly Silence! 
Abortion is the most common, least regulated medical procedure and the number one killer in America. 
More lives are lost each year through abortion than all deaths due to cancer, heart attacks, accidents, AIDS, natural 
disasters, wars, illness and diseases combined.  The savagery of war, the atrocities of the Nazi holocaust, graphic 
violence, natural disasters and critical and bloody medical procedures are routinely shown on the media. But never an 
abortion!  Women are denied critical information on the risks of an abortion, including increased risk of Breast 
Cancer, Post Abortion Syndrome, the sale of body parts etc.  The truth about abortion has been censored by the 
media, silenced by our courts, politicized by our politicians and even silenced in our churches and schools. Babies in 
the womb have no voice except yours and mine. We cannot remain silent any longer! 
 
The Courage to Speak and to Act Against Abortion 
The mother's womb should be the very safest place for a child. Tragically, it has become the most dangerous location- 
more dangerous than any battlefield or terrorist target. In some cities, about 40 percent of pregnancies end in abortion.  
To defend these innocent children and to speak and act on their behalf takes courage. Perhaps family and friends may 
not like our pro-life stance. Perhaps we may lose business. We all know people who have had an abortion so perhaps 
we do not want to offend a relative or loved one. It is all too easy to make excuses or make calculations in our minds 
and hearts, which often results in paralyzed inaction and apathy.  We are always told of reasons why we cannot speak 
up against abortion. If the priest speaks in Church, he will be rebuked by some who will try to argue it's too political; 
if we speak in the political arena, we are told it's too religious. If we speak in the media, we are told it's too disturbing; 
in our schools and colleges, it's too disruptive. On the public streets, it's too distressing for children; in the business 
world it's too 'controversial, in the family it's too divisive, and in social settings, it's too impolite or politically 
incorrect.  So, if abortion is plainly wrong and inhumane (which it most definitely is), how do we do what is right and 
where do we go to say so? The unambiguous answer is that we must stop looking for a risk-free place to fight 
abortion, and have the courage to speak up in all these arenas!  Let's stop counting the cost to ourselves if we speak up 
and start counting the cost to the innocent children, if we remain silent. 
 
It's Time for a Spiritual Audit! 
In virtually every aspect of Life, corporate, athletic, education etc., there is a constant evaluation process to measure 
growth and improvement. Now it is a good time to assess our spiritual progress. Have we made a difference? If God 
were totally our "faith in action" would He be pleased with what we have done (or failed to do)?  Evils plague our 
society, such as abortion, pornography "comprehensive sex" education, tax funding of Planned Parenthood, and other 
anti-God, anti-life and anti-family issues.  As Christians, we know that the Bible commands us to be active in serving 
God. Service is an action word, so we know that we cannot serve God by sitting on the sidelines, or being a "fence 
sitter". Are we as Catholics influencing our world, or is today's relativism and secularism influencing us much more?  
Are we setting an example to the next generation to protect marriage and to defend life, from conception until natural 
death, or are we just "passively" pro-life? Do we speak up when in a position to defend innocent life? Do we hold our 
elected representatives accountable?  Obviously, we cannot do it all, but we can certainly do something! Literally, 
thousands of lives are at stake each and every day. If we do nothing we collude with the pro-aborts, the purveyor of 
pornography and those that wish to remove God from society. By doing nothing, we reap what they sow!  ''Anyone, 
then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins" James 4:17 
 
Resolution for New Year 
Jesus was born into a harsh world, where Herod was doing the unthinkable: killing babies.  Is there any doubt that 
our world today needs Jesus to come and dwell among us?  As a new year begins, let us resolve to be a more effective 
and dedicated instrument of Jesus. Let us do more to promote love and peace. Let us do more to help moms turn the 
unplanned into a loving plan that embraces innocent life.  Let us do more to change our culture of death. 
By Pro-Life Articles Author 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 


