
ALTAR SERVERS 
 
Any available 
Mateo Hinkle 

ALTAR SERVERS 
 

Any available 

	

	 	

  
	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors. 

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo 
surgery, Please contact the Pastor or the Parish 
office to let us know 

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required.   

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request.  

During the month of July, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered 
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 07/08/18; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 07/15/18. 

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

	

 
July 09  Monday 	
July 10  Tuesday	
July 11  Wednesday	
July 12  Thursday	
July 13  Friday 
July 14  Saturday 
July 14 SATURDAY VIGIL 
July 15 SUNDAY	
July 15 SUNDAY 

 

   7:15 AM  Thomas	
   5:00 PM  Thomas	
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   7:15 AM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons 

 
Fr. Leo Lydon 
Raymond Devaney 
Merry Lowe 
Roland Gravelle 
Michelle Friary 
Most Abandoned Fathers 
Rocky Ferguson 
Roy C. Arnold 
People of the Parish 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

	

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Leo 
Pase Jr., Scott Hinkle, Jean Sagace, Stan & 

Darlene Sedmock, Ed Kepner & Martha Wolf. 

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

	

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513 Â FREE. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the 
Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, Â FREE 
(toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 
263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to 
www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic 
Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, 
please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we cannot 
extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the Catholic 
Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are 

invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those 
married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and 
for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 

desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession. 
  

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 
contribution to our parish, please use 

the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

THOMAS 

DATE 
 

07/14 
07/15 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 

Rita Johnson 
Titi Ferguson 

READERS 
 

Beth Spencer  
John Ferguson 

PARSONS 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, July 08, 2018 

DATE 

07/15 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 

Dee Oldaker & Kaylee DiBacco 

READERS 
 
Tom Gutshall 

  Cleaning:  07/08 – 07/14: Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk  



	

	

	

		

	

	

 

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 “Children truly are the family’s 

greatest treasure and most 
precious good. Consequently, 
everyone must be helped to 

become aware of the intrinsic 
evil of the crime of abortion. In 
attacking human life in its very 

first stages, it is also an 
aggression against society itself. 

Politicians and legislators, 
therefore, as servants of the 

common good, are duty bound 
to defend the fundamental right 
to life, the fruit of God’s love.” 
~ Pope Benedict XVI, Address at a 
Meeting on Family and Life Issues 

in Latin America, December 3, 2005 

St. Thomas………$6,711 pledged 
(Goal:  $11,715)  57% of goal met. 

 
Our Lady of Mercy...$4,075 pledged 

(Goal:  $4,395)  93% of goal met. 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of “valued” food items.  
This month we are seeking cereal.  
In subsequent months we will let 
you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need 
for our community. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
July 11 – Knights of Columbus meeting at 7 PM in Parsons. 
Aug 05 – “ASK FATHER” after the 11AM Mass in Parsons. 
Aug 07 – Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7 PM in the Rectory        
                 conference room. 
Aug 15 – The Assumption of Mary, a holy day of obligation. 
 

St. Thomas: $2,902.08 
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,118.86 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR JULY 01, 2018 

	

2018 CSA 

FOOD PANTRY 

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED 
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….364 

Total Rosaries for the year…….….16,300 
(since May 2016) 

	

 
 ADVICE FROM THE BIBLE: "DON'T WORRY, BE HAPPY" 

By: ALEXANDER SCHIMPF 
     Feeling weak or sorrowful? Don't wallow, do the next joyful thing, says the Old Testament.  Chapter 8 of the Old 
Testament book of Nehemiah contains a marvelous scene, one we can profit from as New Testament people.  The 
context for the scene is the refoundation of Jerusalem by the Jews returning from exile in Babylon.  The difficult 
task of rebuilding the walls of the city has been completed, and now the people seem to sense that they also need to 
fortify their "spiritual walls," their relationship with God, as well.  They ask Ezra the scribe to read to them the law 
of Moses. 
     It does not go well.  Ezra reads the law, and the people weep intensely as they hear the words. We are not told 
why the people are sorrowful.  But the text does tell us that not only Ezra, but also Nehemiah the governor and the 
assembled Levitical priests have to admonish the people to stop their wailing. The scene was a riot of sorrow.  We 
may infer from the involvement of multiple authorities that quieting down the crowd was no easy task.  Yet Ezra 
does not simply silence the sorrow of the people.  Instead, he admonishes them to change their emotional response 
to the law:  "Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the Lord is your strength!" 
     Here's what's truly marvelous about the scene: Ezra's command is actually heeded.  The people soon begin "to 
celebrate with great joy" (Nehemiah 8:12, RNAB).  Ezra seems to tell the people: "Quit crying.  Be happy."  And 
they get happy.  We know that emotions are not directly under our human control, so how could the assembled 
crowd in the Biblical story possibly have moved from sorrow to joy, from emotional weakness to emotional 
strength, on command? 
     In his 2015 book The World Beyond Your Head, Matthew Crawford proposes what he terms an "erotics of 
attention." Don't get hung up on the strangeness of the name; the idea is an old one, cleverly repackaged by 
Crawford.  It suggests that we can exercise indirect control over our emotional states by shifting our focus from 
that which troubles us (typically ourselves) to more worthy objects, objects that have "intrinsic appeal." 
     Crawford offers the example of a wife who experiences negative feelings toward her husband.  She is annoyed 
by him.  He bores her, tempting her to sadness with regard to her marriage.  Yet, the wife does not give in to these 
feelings; she does not accept her lack of emotional strength.  Instead, as Crawford writes, "She observes a certain 
ritual: she says 'I love you' upon retiring every night."  In Crawford's interpretation, the wife's nightly declaration is 
not a lie, but something closer to a prayer.  Telling her husband that she loves him reorients her.  It draws her 
attention away from her own discontented emotional state, and toward something higher and more valuable: the 
marital bond itself.  The wife finds new emotional strength through this reorientation. 
     Returning to the biblical text with fresh eyes, we can recognize a similar approach in the words of Ezra. He does 
not simply command the people to be happy, as I initially supposed.  Instead, Ezra counsels them to transcend 
their sorrow by shifting their attention to the performance of certain actions: to eating the foods and drinks 
prescribed for the occasion, and to performing acts of generosity — to "allot portions to those who had nothing 
prepared" (Neh 8:10) And it is precisely when the people have heeded Ezra's advice and turned their attention to 
these actions that they begin to celebrate with great joy, to find strength through their active religious observance. 
     Many things change in the shift from ancient Judaism to Christianity, but human nature isn't one of them.  If one 
experiences Catholic Christianity as enervating, the solution is not to wallow in misery and give up.  Nor is the 
solution to attempt, through a supreme effort of will, to suddenly be cheerful about the whole business.  The 
solution is more direct and practical: up your Catholic game.  Start receiving the sacraments and praying more.  
Practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy.  Do something fun to celebrate the current feast day or 
solemnity.  In short, focus on doing the right sort of actions, and the emotional strength will soon follow.  One 
builds strength by doing the actions of the strong. 
 
	

The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a RAFFLE FOR TWO 
PAIR of WVU FOOTBALL SEASON TICKETS for a $5.00 
donation.  See a Knight and get your RAFFLE TICKETS NOW!!!  
Drawing is two weeks before the first home game. 

WVU SEASON TICKETS 

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN 

    Go to formed.org to download books, watch movies and much 
more!  There are many interesting topics to choose from, such as    
“Presence, the Mystery of the Eucharist”, “Why God Still 
Matters”, “How to Win an Argument without Losing a Soul”, 
“Attack On Religious Liberty”, and “Death Where is Your Sting?”         
    The pick of the week is:  “Protecting Innocence, Parenting, Your 
Kids, and the Internet.”  Matt Fradd, a best-selling Catholic 
author, presents new data to show how the changes in the types 
and accessibility of pornography being promoted today make it 
far more dangerous and harmful than ever before. Matt draws 
from a wealth of experience to guide parents in taking decisive 
action to protect their children.  
    If you haven’t signed up for formed.org it’s not too late, just call 
the parish office for the code and get signed up today! 

There will be a 2nd collection next weekend for the Catholic 
Communications Campaign (CCC). Your gifts bring the message 
of the Gospel to people from all walks of life, all around the 
world.  Fifty percent of all funds collected remain in your diocese 
to fund local communications projects.  The other half helps to 
fund national and international programs that use the media to 
evangelize.  By supporting the CCC, you help bring the gospel 
message to “everyone, without exception,” as Pope Francis asks. 
 

DON’T TAKE A VACATION FROM YOUR FAITH! 

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for sins 
committed against the immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and for all those serving in our armed forces. 


