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ALTAR SERVERS 
 

Any available 

	

	 	

  
	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors. 

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo 
surgery, Please contact the Pastor or the Parish 
office to let us know 

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required.   

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request.  

During the month of August, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered 
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 08/12/18; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 08/19/18. 

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

	

 
Aug 06  Monday 	
Aug 07  Tuesday	
Aug 08  Wednesday	
Aug 09  Thursday	
Aug 10  Friday 
Aug 11  Saturday 
Aug 11 SATURDAY VIGIL 
Aug 12 SUNDAY	
Aug 12 SUNDAY 

 

   7:15 AM  Thomas	
   5:00 PM  Thomas	
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons 

 

*Nicole Johnson 
Roland Gravelle 
Frances & Arley Mason 
Michelle Friary 
Marion “Bunny” Cangley 
Doris M. Silk 
People of the Parish 
Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson 
Leah Marco & Lyndsay Hart 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

	

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Leo 
Pase Jr., Scott Hinkle, Jean Sagace, Stan & 

Darlene Sedmock, Ed Kepner & Martha Wolf. 

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

	

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse 
by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please 
contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: 
Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, 
ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual 
abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we cannot 
extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the Catholic 
Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are 

invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those 
married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and 
for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 

desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession. 
  

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 
contribution to our parish, please use 

the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

THOMAS 

DATE 
 

08/11 
08/12 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 

Rita Johnson 
Mary Sagace 

READERS 
 

Beth Spencer 
Michelle Snyder 

PARSONS 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, AUGUST 05, 2018 

DATE 

08/12 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 

Kaylee DiBacco & Ariona Plumley 

READERS 
 

Fred Sikarskie 

  Cleaning:  08/05 – 08/11:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk  



	

	

	

		

	

	

 

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
Abortion is the most selfish and 
abhorrent crime committed by man 
for two reasons: (1) its victims are so 
innocent and defenseless, and (2) the 
crime is so terribly brutal. What’s 
more, there is no more callous denial 
of God’s Being than abortion. In 
abortion, man sets himself up as 
God to decide who shall live and 
who shall die. But man deserves	no 
such power, for the simple reason 
that man does not create himself. To 
think otherwise is to deny God His 
true Being as the Author of Life. 
+++ Fr. Paul Marx, The Apostle	of 
Life, p. XV +++ 
 

St. Thomas………$6,871 pledged 
(Goal:  $11,715)  59% of goal met. 

 
Our Lady of Mercy...$4,075 pledged 

(Goal:  $4,395)  93% of goal met. 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of “valued” food items.  
This month we are seeking cereal.  
In subsequent months we will let 
you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need 
for our community. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 07 – Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7 PM in the Rectory        
                 conference room. 
Aug 15 – The Assumption of Mary, a holy day of obligation. 
 

 
 

St. Thomas: $2,152.33 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,114.00 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR JULY 29, 2018 

	

2018 CSA 

FOOD PANTRY 

 
Why the Devil Hates the Blessed Virgin So Much (And Why You Should Love Her)		

By Sam Guzman 
     Satan hates the Blessed Virgin Mary. In fact, he has been doing everything in his power to discourage 
devotion to her and instill hatred for her for two millennia. Have you ever noticed that it is Marian dogmas and 
devotions that stir the strongest reactions in those who reject the Church? Even some good Catholics are 
embarrassed by devotion to our Lady, and they feel we should not be too extreme in our veneration of her. 
Perhaps you, too, have wondered why the Church holds the Immaculate Virgin in such high regard. Perhaps 
you have wonder why God has chosen to use her in the work of redemption. Today, I’d like to take a look 
at why the devil hates the Blessed Mother so much, and why we should be her devoted knights. 
She will crush your head 
     The scene is the garden of Eden. The characters are God, the serpent, Adam, and Eve. The devil is smirking in 
triumph. He has just deceived Eve, and through her, Adam. Oh, he is proud of himself. You can almost feel the 
demonic pride in destruction, for he has successfully marred God’s handiwork of creation, and dragged human 
beings—for whom God has a special love—into death and misery. 
     God has appeared on the scene to clean up the mess, declaring the tragic curse that has arisen from sin, but 
also to proclaim the protoevangelium, the first hint at the Gospel and the devil’s doom. 
     God starts by addressing Satan, telling him he is going to eat dirt for the rest of his days. Then he reveals 
something that makes Satan cringe in horror—his ultimate defeat will come at the hands of a woman. 
And I will establish a feud between thee and the woman, between thy offspring and hers; she is to crush thy 
head, while thou dost lie in ambush at her heels (Genesis 3:15, Knox) 
     Now, scholars argue about whether or not the pronoun is masculine or feminine in the sentence, “She is to 
crush thy head”—that is, whether it refers to the Virgin Mary or Jesus Christ. But I’m going to let you in on a 
little secret: it doesn’t matter. You see, Jesus is going to crush Satan through Mary. She is the instrument Jesus is 
going to wield when he destroys his ancient enemy. 
     With that in mind, it is just as legitimate to say, “he will crush your head” as it is to say, “she will crush your 
head.” It’s kind of like telling an armed assailant, “One more step and I will shoot you” and “One more step 
and my .44 magnum will blow you away.” They are both true statements. 
     So why does being defeated by Mary pain the devil so much? Why does God want to use Mary to defeat 
Satan? I’ll explain. 
“He has put down the mighty from their seat…” 
     The devil hates, I mean he loathes the fact that his ultimate defeat will come at the hands of a lowly 
handmaiden. In a way, his proud heart could handle being defeated by God himself because he’s almighty and 
omnipotent. But being crushed by a little Lady from Nazareth? The thought is absolutely humiliating. It drives 
him crazy. For if there is one thing the most proud creature in all of creation hates, it is being humiliated. 
     Satan finds his defeat by the Virgin Mary humiliating because she is a woman, and women are the weaker 
sex (1 Peter 3:7), and he despises weakness. He loves nothing more than to see women abused, degraded, and 
objectified. Not to mention that our Blessed Lady is a human, and Satan hates humans because we have bodies, 
and he is a pure spirit that thinks bodies are disgusting. But there’s another, more profound reason Satan hates 
being defeated by Mary: She is his replacement in heaven.  You see, Lucifer was originally God’s finest 
achievement. He was more beautiful, more powerful than all the other creatures that God has made. And as we 
all know, it went to his head. He was so gorgeous, so mighty that he really thought he could be better than 
God. The defining marks of Satan are pride and envy of the Almighty. 
     And what are the defining characteristics of our Lady? First and foremost, she is supremely humble. In fact, 
she is the most humble creature that has ever existed. For every ounce of pride the devil has, Mary has twice as 
much humility. For every drop of hate-filled and bitter envy in Satan’s black heart, Mary’s heart is filled with 
twice as much praise, worship, and love. For every bit of warped and destructive depravity in the devil’s soul, 
Mary’s heart is filled with more purity and fruitfulness. And by grace, God has made her the most exquisite and 
most glorious creature in all the universe—the title the devil used to claim. 

(continued next week) 
 
	

The Alaska Mission team has been very busy.  They are hosting 
events for a Catholic Young Adult group from ages 18 – 30 that 
meets twice a week.  Every Wednesday they have Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament followed by a Genesis to Jesus bible study.  
Every Friday a fun event is planned, so far they have hiked to 
angel rocks, had a bonfire at Tanana Lakes, met at HooDoo 
Brewery, and most recently had a movie night. They have also had 
two all-night adorations with Mass. In addition the Mission Team 
attended a Catholic Young Adult conference in Anchorage and 
they took several of the young adults with them.  The Mission 
team has also met with catholic children in the area to begin a 
youth group in August.  The meeting was well attended and the 
children seemed excited and offered many ideas.  The Mission 
team also helps when people are in need.  Recently they helped a 
woman scrape carpet glue off of her basement floor and then 
helped her paint the walls.  In addition to these things the mission 
team stays focused by attending Mass and Adoration every day.  I 
think Joseph, with the summer Anchorage Alaska Mission Team 
said it best, “This is how mission works.  We point people to 
Jesus, and he touches and transforms their heart.  This is true for 
every time I share the gospel.   I serve as Christ’s instrument, but 
every time it is he who touches and transforms people’s hearts.   
All I have to do is point them to him.  He will do the rest.”  
 

ALASKA MISSION UPDATE 

2018 PARISH PICNIC 

Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic on Sunday, 
August 12th at 1:00 PM at the Knights of Columbus Park! We will 
begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother 
and her feast of the Assumption. Then we will have a delicious 
variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus providing their 
signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all. Then 
the real fun begins with some very exciting games!!! You won’t 
want to miss this annual event! Bring the whole family to enjoy a 
day to remember!  
 

	 RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Monday, Aug. 6th from 1 – 6 PM at the Senior Center 

in Parsons.  An appointment can be scheduled by 
calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or RedCrossBlood.org 


