
ALTAR SERVERS 
 
Any available 
Mateo Hinkle 

ALTAR SERVERS 
 

Any available 

	

	 	

  
	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors. 

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo 
surgery, Please contact the Pastor or the Parish 
office to let us know 

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required.   

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request.  

During the month of August, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered 
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass) Sunday 08/12/18; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Low Mass) Sunday 08/19/18. 

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

	

 
Aug 13  Monday 	
Aug 14  Tuesday (The Assumption Vigil) 	
Aug 15  Wednesday (The Assumption) 
Aug 15  Wednesday (The Assumption)	
Aug 16  Thursday	
Aug 17  Friday 
Aug 18  Saturday 
Aug 18 SATURDAY VIGIL 
Aug 19 SUNDAY	
Aug 19 SUNDAY 

 

   7:15 AM  Thomas	
   7:00 PM  Parsons	
   7:00 AM  Thomas 
   7:00 PM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons 

 

Lillian Moore 
Steve Hammond 
Louis & Margaret Maciulla 
Connie DeLauder 
All the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
Frank Hoffner 
Vina Nolan 
Pamela Palmer 
People of the Parish 
Joseph & Mary Deegan 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Ninteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

	

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, J. Pat Nichols, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne Michael, Leo 
Pase Jr., Scott Hinkle, Jean Sagace, Stan & 

Darlene Sedmock, Ed Kepner & Martha Wolf. 

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

	

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse 
by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please 
contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: 
Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, 
ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual 
abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we cannot 
extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the Catholic 
Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are 

invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those 
married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and 
for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 

desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession. 
  

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  

Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 
contribution to our parish, please use 

the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

THOMAS 

DATE 
 

08/18 
08/19 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 

Kathy & Pat Kotten 
Titi Ferguson 

READERS 
 

Nancy Zizunas 
John Ferguson 

PARSONS 

NINTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, AUGUST 12, 2018 

DATE 

08/19 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 

Lillian Plumley & Dee Oldaker 

READERS 
 

Tom Gutshall 

  Cleaning:  08/12 – 08/18:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall  



	

	

	

		

	

	

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRO-LIFE CORNER 
 
“Those	who	give	drugs	causing	
abortions	are	murderers	
themselves,	as	well	as	those	
who	receive	the	poison	which	
kills	the	fetus.”	

+	St.	Basil	the	Great,	Doctor	of	
the	Church,	circa	369	A.D.+	

 

St. Thomas………$6,871 pledged 
(Goal:  $11,715)  59% of goal met. 

 
Our Lady of Mercy...$4,175 pledged 

(Goal:  $4,395)  95% of goal met. 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of “valued” food items.  
This month we are seeking canned 
vegetables.  In subsequent months 
we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance 
in this need for our community. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Aug 12 – Parish Picnic beginning at 1:00 PM at the K of C Park. 
Aug 15 – The Assumption of Mary, a holy day of obligation. 
Aug 16 - 4th Degree K of C Meeting at Mercy Hall in Parsons. 
Sept 02 – “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass. 
 

 
 

St. Thomas: $2,347.08 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $807.00 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR JULY 29, 2018 

	

2018 CSA 

FOOD PANTRY 

 
Why the Devil Hates the Blessed Virgin So Much (And Why You Should Love Her)		

By Sam Guzman 
(Continued from last week’s bulletin) 
In every way, the Immaculate Mary is Satan’s polar opposite. In every way, she is his replacement, and he knows it. 
This Divine exchange of Mary for Satan is revealed in our Lady’s hymn of praise, the Magnificat.  
 

My soul magnifies the Lord; my spirit has found joy in God, who is my Saviour, because he has looked graciously 
upon the lowliness of his handmaid. Behold, from this day forward all generations will count me blessed; because 
he who is mighty, he whose name is holy, has wrought for me his wonders.  He has mercy upon those who fear him, 
from generation to generation; he has done valiantly with the strength of his arm, driving the proud astray in the 
conceit of their hearts; he has put down the mighty from their seat, and exalted the lowly; he has filled the hungry 
with good things, and sent the rich away empty-handed. He has protected his servant Israel, keeping his merciful 
design in remembrance, according to the promise which he made to our forefathers, Abraham and his posterity for 
evermore. 
 

In the Magnificat, we see the role of Mary in salvation summarized beautifully: 
Mary’s humility- “he has looked graciously on the lowliness of his handmaid” 
God’s marvelous work of grace in her: “Because he who is mighty, he who’s name is holy, has wrought for me his 
wonders” 
God’s casting out of Satan: “Driving the proud astray in the conceit of their hearts, he has put down the mighty 
from their seat” 
His exalting of Mary in Satan’s place: “He has…exalted the lowly.” 
Worst of all for Satan, his replacement in heaven is none other than the mother of the Eternal Word, Jesus Christ, 
whose passion and death redeemed the very humanity he has worked so hard to destroy. Her Yes to God undid 
the disobedience of Eve, paving the way for the saving work of the New Adam. The very weakness of Eve that 
Satan so scorned was replaced by the humble obedience of Mary, an obedience to the will of God that has made her 
powerful beyond limits.  
This is the Divine plan for the defeat of his enemy. This is Satan’s humiliation and his doom. Hasta la vista, Satan. 
In case you didn’t realize it, Satan hates you. His bitter envy inspires him to destroy God’s creation, to drag it down 
into the abyss of hell. He would love nothing more for you—image bearer of God—to join him in the eternal flames 
of the lake of fire, for misery loves company.  But fear not. The ancient serpent is powerless against the Immaculate 
Virgin, for in God’s plan, she is the instrument that Jesus will use to humiliate and demolish him. Do you want to 
crush the head of the devil in your life? Do you want to make it safely through trials, temptations, and storms to 
our eternal Home? The answer is simple: Call on Mary. Love her, be her devoted servant. Be her knight, her 
defender, her apostle. Consecrate yourself to her totally and completely—for nothing that belongs to her will be 
lost. As St. John Damascene said so beautifully, “To be devoted to thee, O holy Virgin, is an arm of salvation which 
God gives to those whom He wishes to save.” 
Satan is on a rampage, wreaking as much havoc as he possibly can—because he knows his time is running out. He 
is afraid and he is angry, for he knows that one day very soon, he will be crushed by the Woman who makes his 
heart quake, the woman who “looks forth like the dawn, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, terrible as an army 
with banners” (Song of Solomon 6:10). 
Prayer 
Majestic Queen of Heaven and Mistress of the Angels, 
thou didst receive from God the power and commission to crush the head of Satan; 
wherefore we humbly beseech thee, send forth the legions of heaven, that, under thy command, 
they may seek out all evil spirits, engage them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence, 
and hurl them back into the pit of hell. “Who is like unto God?” 
O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever be our hope and the object of our love. 
O Mother of God, send forth the holy Angels to defend me and drive far from me the cruel foe. 
Holy Angels and Archangels, defend us and keep us. 
 
	

What the heck is the Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
into Heaven, you ask? The Assumption (August 15) refers to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary being assumed — body and soul — into 
heaven at the end of her earthly life. “Assumption” is different 
than “ascension” because one is passive (i.e. one is assumed) 
emphasizing that Mary did not ascend into heaven on her own 
power but by the power of God, and the other is active (i.e. one 
ascends), Jesus used His own power to raise into heaven. As 
evidenced by the writings of many early Church fathers, 
Christians have believed for more than a millennium that the 
Blessed Virgin was assumed into heaven. In 1950, Pope Pius XII 
issued Munificentissimus Deus, which officially defined 
the Dogma of the Assumption. This means that the Church 
officially recognizes this belief as a true and necessary part of our 
Catholic beliefs about Mary. Like all	beliefs about Mary, they 
illuminate our most treasured beliefs about her Son. The 
Assumption illustrates to us the truth about Christ’s promise of 
eternal life and the resurrection of the faithful. The Feast of the 
Assumption is a Holy Day of Obligation, and Catholics are 
required to attend Mass. Bunson explained that on important feast 
days, it’s important to mark the significance of the feast as 
especially vital by emphasizing the necessity of celebrating the 
Eucharist that day. “What is more fitting than on the Assumption 
of the Blessed Mother to, once again, focus on her Son, on the 
Eucharist?” he said.     *Please take note of the Mass times on the 
back of the bulletin for August 15th, the Assumption of Mary, a 
holy day of obligation. 
 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

2018 PARISH PICNIC 

Our annual parish picnic is today, Sunday, August 12th at 1:00 PM 
at the Knights of Columbus Park! We will begin with our usual 
procession in honor of Our Blessed Mother and her feast of the 
Assumption. Then we will have a delicious variety of foods with 
the Knights of Columbus providing their signature hamburgers, 
hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all. Then the real fun begins with 
some very exciting games!!! You won’t want to miss this annual 
event! Bring the whole family to enjoy a day to remember!  
 


