
 

ALTAR SERVERS 
 

Any available 
Aaron Quattro 

ALTAR SERVERS 
 

Any available 

	

	 	

  
	

Our Lady of Mercy    Parsons, West Virginia 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas    Thomas, West Virginia 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: 304-463-4488    www.sttsite.com 

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors. 

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo 
surgery, Please contact the Pastor or the Parish 
office to let us know 

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date 
of marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor 
are required.   

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before 
all weekday Masses and anytime upon request.  

During the month of January, 
 the Tridentine Mass will be offered 
at the following times and church: 

St. Thomas -  7:30 AM, 
 (Low Mass)  01/13/18; 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, 
(Only when requested 

 in advance.) 

THE  
TRADITIONAL 
 LATIN MASS 

	

 
Dec 24  Monday (Christmas Vigil)	
Dec 25  Tuesday  (Midnight Mass) 
Dec 25  Tuesday (Christmas Morning)	
Dec 26  Wednesday  
Dec 27  Thursday 
Dec 28  Friday 
Dec 29  Saturday  
Dec 29  SATURDAY VIGIL 
Dec 30  SUNDAY	
Dec 30  SUNDAY 

 
   6:30 PM  Parsons 
   12:00 Midnight Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Parsons 
   5:00 PM  Thomas 
   9:00 AM  Thomas 
 11:00 AM  Parsons 
 

 
 

People of the Parish 
Mary Christine DiBacco 
Marion “Bunny” Cangley 
Moore & Fortini Families 
*Pat & Kathy Kotten 
Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson 
Karen Renzelli 
Karin Djeimis 
Richard Zimmer 
People of the Parish 
 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

	

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Eleanor James, Vincent DiBacco, Mary 

Johnson, Joanne Michael, Leo Pase Jr., Scott 
Hinkle, Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner, Loretta 
DiMaio, Martha Wolf, & Jimmy Quattro. 

Let us remember in prayer all  
of our sick and shut-ins: 

	

 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an 
incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law 
enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia 
Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse 
by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please 
contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: 
Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, 
ext. 267, or Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual 
abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we cannot 
extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the Catholic 
Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever needed are 

invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion (including those 
married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and 
for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this 

desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession. 
  

If you would like to place someone 
on our prayer line call 

Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  
Susie Gutshall - Parsons (478-3217)  
Or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

PRAYER LINE 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 
contribution to our parish, please use 

the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

THOMAS 
 

DATE 
 

12/29 
12/30 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 

Kathy & Pat Kotten 
Kaitlyn Simmons 

 

READERS 
 

Beth Spencer 
Michelle Snyder 
 

PARSONS 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, December 23, 2018 

DATE 
 

12/30 
 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
 

Becca Siler & Addie Buckley 
READERS 
 

Fred Sikarskie 

  Cleaning:  12/23 – 12/9:   Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk 



	

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 
DECEMBER 16, 2018 

The Parsons Food Pantry wishes to thank all those who gave food 
and monetary donations this month and a special thank you to 
those who baked Christmas cookies for the Christmas baskets, 
about 30 dozen were provided.  Please continue to remember the 
Parsons Food Pantry during this winter season, food and monetary 
donations are always welcome and please keep all those who may 
be hungry and cold in your prayers. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

 
                    Confessions will be available 30 minutes before all 
                    Masses and at 5:30 PM on Christmas Eve at Our Lady       
                    of Mercy and before Midnight Mass and the 9 AM  
                    Mass at St. Thomas (or by appointment.) 
	

 

Why Go To Church? 
 

Subject: Why Go To Church.  If you're  spiritually alive, you're going to love this!  If you're spiritually dead, you 
won't want to read it.  If you're spiritually curious, there is still hope! 
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church 
every Sunday.  'I've gone for 30 years now,' he wrote, 'and in that time I have heard something like 3000 sermons, 
but for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the preachers and 
priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.'  This started a real controversy in the Letters to the Editor 
column.  Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 
'I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I 
cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave 
me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead 
today.  Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!'  

Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment! 
IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL ! 
B. I. B. L. E. simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth! 
 
	

	

	

		

	

	

										

	

	

	

   
 

	

	 	

	

	

 

Knights of Columbus 50/50 Raffle:   Joe Massi 
Society of St. Thomas Women Raffle: 
       1st Prize large basket:  Daryla Rapp 
       2nd Prize medium basket:  Idella Scott 
       3rd Prize quilt:  Marty Beichner 
 

We are all one in the Body of Christ and we must care for the 
suffering within the Body.  Please support the good works that 
Catholic Charities WV is doing on your behalf for the poor and 
suffering.  
 

 

Please pray for the soul of Don 
Woods who was buried from our 
parish church this past Thursday, 
December 20th.   Please pray for the 
consolation of his family as well. 

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL 
FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry 
is in need of “valued” food items.  
This month we are seeking chicken 
soup.  In subsequent months we 
will let you know what items are 
needed and ask your assistance in 
this need for our community. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
Dec. 24 - St. Thomas Christmas choral program at 11:30 PM followed               
                by Mass at Midnight.  
Jan. 01 - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God.   
                A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION! 
Jan. 06 - Epiphany pot luck dinner at Our Lady of Mercy church        
                immediately following Mass. 
 

 

St. Thomas: $1,900.25 
 

Our Lady of Mercy: $1,155.00 
 

FOOD PANTRY 

OUR LADY HELP OF PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS ICON 
By Carl A. Anderson, Supreme Knight 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  (Mt 5:10) 
 
In every age, Christians have suffered for their faith, from the Roman Coliseum to the recent beheadings perpetrated 
by ISIS.  Brave men and women, embracing the cross of Jesus, have gone to their death rather than deny their faith, 
and the blood of these martyrs serves as the “seed of Christians,” enlivening faith in others. Today, the witness of 
martyrs continues in an especially intense way in the Middle East, where priests are murdered for offering Mass and 
families are driven from their homes for displaying a cross. 
 
With this Marian Prayer Program, we honor the martyrs over the centuries as we call particular attention to the 
suffering of today’s Christians in the Middle East.  Featuring the newly commisioned icon of Our Lady Help of 
Persecuted Christians, the prayer program is the latest in a series of efforts undertaken by the Knights of Columbus to 
aid those who suffer for their faith.  Since its inception in 2014 our Christian Refugee Relief Fund has raised and 
distributed close to $20 million to help feed and clothe needy families in the Middle East and to resettle and rebuild 
villages destroyed by ISIS.  Pope Francis has called these efforts “an eloquent sign of your Order’s firm commitment to 
solidarity and communion with our fellow Christians.” 
 
Created by Italian iconographer Fabrizio Diomedi, this icon depicts the Blessed Mother, with the Child Jesus over her 
heart, spreading her protective mantle around a representative gathering of recent Christian martyrs—men and 
women, young and old, from East and West; priests, religious and laypersons, including one of the six priest-members 
of the Knights of Columbus who were killed by the Mexican government in the first half of the 20th century.  The four 
crosses represent an “ecumenism of blood” among martyrs of Roman and Eastern Catholicism, as well as those Coptic, 
Armenian, Syriac and Orthodox traditions. 
 
Since its inception in 1979, the Knights of Columbus’ prayer program has held more that 166,900 local council and 
parish prayer services with some 20 million participants.  Featured images have included Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Our Lady of Czestochowa, Our Lady of Pochaiv, Our Lady of the Assumption, Our Lady of 
the New Advent, Our Lady of the Rosary and Our Lady of Charity. 
 
By taking part in the current prayer program, Knights and their families, and all who join with them, are rendering 
spiritual aid to those who suffer today for their faith.  Let us ask the holy martyrs, ancient and recent, to intercede for 
persecuted Christians everywhere as we invoke upon them the protection of Mary. 
 

AND THE WINNERS ARE..... 

WITH  
SYMPATHY 

	
CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WV 

2ND COLLECTION ON CHRISTMAS 

FOOD PANTRY – THANK YOU! 

PREPARE YOUR SOUL  
FOR THE PRINCE OF PEACE! 

 

 

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS.... 
 

Thursday, Dec. 27th at 10 AM we 
will meet for class in Parsons.  
After class we will head to Elkins 
for lunch and bowling. 


