
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before all 
weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

6th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, February 17, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



Join St. Francis de Sales Parish in Morgantown, WV on Friday, 
Feb. 22 from 6:30 - 10:30 pm, as they welcome Amanda 
Recktenwald & Jack Beers from Dynamic Catholic.  The 
mission of Dynamic Catholic is to re-energize the Catholic 
Church in America.  They are doing it one parish at a time by 
creating life-changed events that help people to see 
themselves, their lives, the world, their relationships and their 
faith in a whole new way.  At the core of all their events is a 
desire to meet people where they are..and lead them to where 
God calls them to be.  Tickets can be purchased online at 
DynamicCatholic.com/events or by calling 859-980-7900.

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
MAR. 03 - Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass in Parsons
MAR. 05 - BIBLE STUDY ON THE PASSION THROUGH LENT
MAR. 06 - Ash Wednesday
MAR. 10 -  Soup & sandwiches after 11am Mass in Parsons
MAR. 13 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Parsons

Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Fridays after the 5 PM Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the Clergy who 
have scandalized the Faithful and 
disgraced the Church. We will do this 
until our Bishop is appointed.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

St. Thomas: $4,929.08

Our Lady of Mercy: $753.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
February 10, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking cereal.  In subsequent months we 
will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for 
our community.

FOOD PANTRY

To welcome the seminarians and rector from St. John Paul II in 
Washington, DC we will have a soup and sandwiches potluck 
dinner after the 11am Mass in Parsons on Mar. 10th.

     
     Thousands sought Jesus during his life.  Only a few followed 
him to Calvary.  What will you do?
     No Greater Love is a five-part video series and full-length 
book that reveals Christ’s amazing love for us.  While taking this 
study or reading this book, you will walk step-by-step with Jesus 
from the Garden of Gethsemane to the Mount of Calvary. Every 
step of the way, biblical experts reveal how Old Testament 
prophecies, messianic expectations, biblical symbolism, and 
historical context shed light on the mystery of Christ’s suffering 
and death.  With these insights, Catholics can come to a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of God’s immeasurable and 
unconditional love—drawing closer to Jesus than ever before.
     Catholics who take this study will encounter God’s love to the 
fullest.
     Jesus doesn’t want our applause.  He wants our hearts.  Are 
you ready to draw closer to Jesus in his passion than you ever 
have before?  Please sign-up in the back of the church.

FIND YOUR GREATNESS

NO GREATER LOVE:  A BIBLICAL WALK 
THROUGH CHRIST’S PASSION

JOIN US FOR SOUP AND SANDWICHES



CAN'T BUY ME LOVE
CHARLES COLSON

Are We Becoming Marital Consumers?  
You have to give the girl credit for honesty — if nothing else. On a website called Craig’s List, a young woman 
wrote: “I’m a spectacularly beautiful 25-year-old girl. I’m articulate and classy. I’m looking to [marry] a guy who 
makes at least half a million a year. Where do you single rich men hang out?”
She also wanted to know how men decided between “marriage versus just a girlfriend. I am looking for 
MARRIAGE ONLY,” she said.
In response, a man who claimed to meet her financial requirements said that from his perspective, her offer was a 
lousy business deal. “What you suggest is a simple trade: you bring your looks to the party, and I bring my 
money,” he wrote. “But here’s the rub: Your looks will fade and my money will” continue to grow. “So in 
economic terms you are a depreciating asset and I am an earning asset.” (Ouch!)
This is why, the man explained, “It doesn’t make good business sense to ‘buy you’ (which is what you’re asking), 
so I’d rather lease. So a deal that makes sense [to me] is dating, not marriage. If you want to enter into some sort of 
lease [agreement],” he finished up, “let me know.”
Well, that was pretty harsh! But plenty of readers thought she deserved it. She was turning marriage into an 
economic transaction — reducing what should be a sacred relationship into nothing more than a contract — and 
that’s a dangerous mistake.
Economist Jennifer Roback Morse, author of the excellent book Love and Economics, puts it well. When it comes 
to marriage, she says, “the language of contract is . . . misleading because it undermines the basis of generosity 
and self-giving that is so important in married life.”
Morse is right. Contractual arrangements are a calculated effort to get what you want on the best terms you can 
get it. But marriage is about unreserved giving and sharing.
Contracts are limited and renewable; marriage is a permanent, life-long commitment. It is about self-sacrifice, not 
self-satisfaction.
The Scriptures back this up. Christians have always seen marriage as a covenant with God as a party to it. Couples 
are to put aside their own selfish desires and focus on the needs of the loved one. But the values of the 
marketplace, applied to marriage, teach a totally different message: that is, that we are entitled to a good “return 
on our investment.” They turn would-be brides and grooms into marital consumers, looking for the best deal they 
can get.
Tragically, people who think this way often end up in a kind of unholy wedlock — one in which men abandon 
wives the moment their looks begin to fade, and women drop husbands if they run out of money.
That so-called “classy” woman who hoped to marry money should read the Song of Solomon, chapter 8. In this 
chapter, a bride tells her bridegroom: “If a man offered for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly 
scorned.”
These verses offer a beautiful glimpse of love and courtship as God intended them. They make clear that true love 
cannot be bought and sold — or leased, as the case may be.
When it comes to finding a mate, we should seek a faithful, faith-filled spouse whose “love is better than wine,” as 
Solomon put it. That is worth more than all the money — or spectacular looks — in the world.

                       

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….276

Total Rosaries since May 2016…….….20,152

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and  for  all those serving 

in our  armed  forces.



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To 
report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s 
designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, 
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or 
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s 
Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the 
“Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and 
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
02/23 Rita Johnson    Beth Spencer Any available
02/24 Kaitlyn Simmons    John Ferguson Drew Simmons

Cleaning:  02/17 – 02/23:   Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk

THOMAS

PARSONS

Feb 18  Monday Edwin Kaczmarek                                 7:15 AM  Thomas
Feb 19  Tuesday                    Fr. Bob Poandl                          5:00 PM  Thomas
Feb 20  Wednesday             Leo & Wilhelmina Sikarskie              9:00 AM  Parsons
Feb 21  Thursday                    *Keara Kotten                     5:00 PM  Thomas
Feb 22  Friday             Rita Shea                                   5:00 PM  Thomas
Feb 23  Saturday                  Lela & Ben Long                    9:00 AM  Parsons
Feb 23  SATURDAY VIGIL      Lillian Moore                           5:00 PM  Thomas
Feb 24  SUNDAY                                            People of the Parish                           9:00 AM Thomas
Feb 24  SUNDAY                             Bill & Lea Marco                                                11:00 AM  Parsons

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of February,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  02/10/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
02/17/19  only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael, Leo Pase Jr., Jean Sagace, Ed 

Kepner, Loretta DiMaio, Martha 
Wolf, & Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
02/24 Lillian Plumley & Becca Siler           Betty Jane DiBacco Any available

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

