
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before all 
weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, February 24, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
MAR. 03 - Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass in Parsons
MAR. 05 - BIBLE STUDY ON THE PASSION THROUGH LENT
MAR. 06 - Ash Wednesday
MAR. 10 -  Soup & sandwiches after 11am Mass in Parsons
MAR. 13 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6pm in Parsons

Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Fridays after the 5 PM Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the Clergy who 
have scandalized the Faithful and 
disgraced the Church. We will do this 
until our Bishop is appointed.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

St. Thomas: $1,933.33

Our Lady of Mercy: $925.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
February 17, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking cereal.  In subsequent months we 
will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for 
our community.

FOOD PANTRY

To welcome the seminarians and rector from St. John Paul II in 
Washington, DC we will have a soup and sandwiches potluck 
dinner after the 11am Mass in Parsons on Mar. 10th.

          Thousands sought Jesus during his life.  Only a few 
followed him to Calvary.  What will you do?
     No Greater Love is a five-part video series and full-length 
book that reveals Christ’s amazing love for us.  This bible study 
will begin next Tuesday, March 5th at 5:30 pm at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church and next Wednesday, March 6th at 9:30 am at 
Our Lady of Mercy Church.      

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will meet immediately 
following the 11:00 am Mass in Parsons next Sunday, 
March 3rd.

“Best Lent Ever” is a free email program that will guide you on 
an incredible 40-day journey to become the-best-version-of-
yourselves, making this a truly life-changing Lent.  Sign up at 
BestLentEver.com/ParishSignUp and starting Ash Wednesday, 
participants will receive daily inspirational emails from the 
Dynamic Catholic team.  Throughout Lent, participants will 
discover how to open their hearts to God and do more than just 
give up chocolate for Lent.

Church in Central and Eastern Europe:  This collection provides 
aid to meet the needs of rebuilding the Church.  It focuses on 
training seminarians and lay leaders, supporting social service 
programs, youth ministry, pastoral and catechetical centers, 
schools, church construction and renovation, and evangelization 
through Catholic media.

NO GREATER LOVE:  A BIBLICAL WALK 
THROUGH CHRIST’S PASSION

JOIN US FOR SOUP AND SANDWICHES

WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING

2ND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

BEST LENT EVER!



HOW THE CHURCH HAS CHANGED THE WORLD: BLESSED ARE YOU
ANTHONY ESOLEN

"What is your name, miserable filth?" sneered her captors in the desert sun.
The girl couldn't answer.  She could eventually bring a decent price, the slave traders thought, except for the 
stubborn staring.  "What is your name?" they roared, with the lash of a whip.  She couldn't say.  There had 
been a time when she knew.  A vision flitted across her mind: her father, in royal robes, the chief of the people, 
walking among the green groves of Sudan, with her at his side.  The smell of figs growing overripe and sticky-
sweet in the sun; the happy chatter of other children; watercourses from the mountains; there was a time.  Then 
came the slavery.  
Knocking her to the fiery sand: "I know what your name will be," the men said mockingly — "Bakhita.  "It 
means "Fortunate."  Fortunate was sold again and again over the next twelve years.  She would be beaten, 
whipped, and one particularly cruel mistress would have patterns cut in Fortunate's flesh, even rubbing salt 
into the exposed and bleeding wounds, branding them as permanent scars.  Fortunate cried out — who 
wouldn't?  But there was within her a great oasis of peace, even then, and that oasis her tormentors could not 
enter, and that made them hate her all the more.  Fortunate suffered this torment not once or twice, but 114 
times.  At last Fortunate fell into the hands of an Italian consul, who treated her kindly.  With him she crossed 
the desert and the sea, and came to Italy, where she was sold as a servant into another family, one that also had 
dealings in Sudan.
"Signorina Mimmina," said Fortunate, accompanying her little mistress to school, "tell me another story about 
the good Mother." Water lapped at the base of the porch where they were sitting, and seagulls and pigeons 
flew overhead. That was not unusual for Venice.  The girl obliged. She had a superior air about her, but she 
liked Fortunate, and felt sorry for her. "When the angel came to her," she said, "Mary didn't know she was 
going to have a Son, and she worried about what his name would be. But the angel whispered the name into 
her ear," said the little girl, embellishing the story with ribbons. "When her husband Joseph asked about the 
Boy's name, the Mother whispered it into his ear too, and right then," she said, clapping her hands, "Joseph fell 
to his knees."  "Why did he do that?" asked Fortunate, her eyes big and wide.  "Silly," said Mimmina, 
"everybody knows that that's what you do when you hear the name of Jesus," and she gave her head a pretty 
little bow.  "I know that too," said Fortunate, and the green groves came to mind again. Somehow, she would 
say many years later, she always knew of God, though she did not know his name.
Eventually Mimmina Michieli went to Sudan herself, along with her father the businessman, but Fortunate 
stayed behind at the convent of the Canossian sisters. The sisters did not live the high life. They were on fire to 
assist the poor, feed the hungry, teach children, and bring the good news of Jesus to places far away from the 
comfort and beauty of Venice: to Hong Kong, India, Macau, and Singapore. They took Bakhita to their hearts.
When Mimmina returned, she wanted Fortunate back as a servant, but by this time Fortunate was a young 
woman who knew her own mind, and who wanted to serve Jesus along with the sisters. The case went to court, 
with the sisters pleading that since Fortunate had been kidnapped after slavery had been outlawed in Sudan, 
she — who had morally preserved her freedom through untold suffering and indignity — was legally free. The 
court agreed, and Fortunate remained with the sisters, learning the Catholic Faith.
"What have you chosen for your name?" asked the archbishop, standing beside the font and preparing to seal 
the young woman's forehead with the oil of salvation.  "Josephine Margaret Fortunata," she said. We may think 
of Saint Joseph the protector and Mary, most Fortunate, on either side of Margaret, "Pearl," the pearl of great 
price. She who had been sold and sold again now gave herself forever to Jesus, in whose bonds alone is 
freedom to be found.  "Josephine Margaret Fortunata," said Archbishop Sarto, someday to be known as Pope 
Saint Pius X, "I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Thus did one 
saint carve upon another the tattoo of the Lord. A few years later, the cardinal was present when Josephine 
Bakhita, as we know her, took her final vows.  When people asked Sister Josephine what she would do if she 
met again the men who had kidnapped her, she replied, "I would kneel and kiss their hands, for if that did not 
happen, I would not be a Christian today."  Bakhita was declared a saint in 2000, the patron saint of Sudan. 



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To 
report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s 
designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, 
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or 
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s 
Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the 
“Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and 
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
03/02 Rita Johnson    Beth Spencer Any available
03/03 Kaitlyn Simmons    John Ferguson Drew Simmons

Cleaning:  02/24 – 03/02:   Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk

THOMAS

PARSONS

Feb 25  Monday Marianna Sofia Fiutowska                                7:15 AM  Thomas
Feb 26  Tuesday *Mary Ferguson                          5:00 PM  Thomas
Feb 27  Wednesday *Jaime Plumley                               9:00 AM  Parsons
Feb 28  Thursday *Keara Kotten                         5:00 PM  Thomas
Mar 01  First Friday Darlene Sedmock                                1:00 PM  C. Acres
Mar 01  First Friday ADORATION & BENEDICTION 5:00 PM  Parsons
Mar 01  First Friday                   Emil Krumm                               6:00 PM  Parsons
Mar 02  First Saturday       Karen Renzelli                           7:30 AM Parsons
Mar 02  SATURDAY Emma Lee Cianfaglione     5:00 PM  Thomas
Mar 03  SUNDAY Martha Nichols 9:00 AM  Thomas
Mar 03  SUNDAY People of the Parish               11:00 AM  Parsons

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of February,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  03/10/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
03/17/19  only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael, Leo Pase Jr., Jean Sagace, Ed 

Kepner, Loretta DiMaio, Martha 
Wolf, & Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
03/03 Lillian Plumley & Becca Siler           Betty Jane DiBacco Any available

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

