
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before all 
weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, March 17, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
MAR. 19 - Solemnity of St. Joseph
MAR. 19 - Bible Study on the Passion in Thomas at 5:30pm
MAR. 20 - Bible Study on the Passion in Parsons at 3:30pm
MAR. 24 - 2nd collection for Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund

WEDNESDAYS:  Immediately after 
5:00pm Mass at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church . (Wednesday Mass during Lent 
will be at 5:00pm. )

FRIDAYS:  Immediately after 5:00pm 
Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Church. 

LENT SCHEDULE
~ Stations of the Cross ~

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
March 10, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking chicken soup.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will once again be 
making three different homemade pies to sell just in time for 
Easter: chocolate, coconut cream & lemon meringue! The cost is 
$10. Please see one of the guild members to reserve a pie or 
simply add your name to the pie fundraiser form in the back of 
the church. You may also call Melinda at 478-3814. 

Come join us in front of the Parsons Court House on Saturday, 
March 23rd at 12 noon for a public square Rosary in defense of 
traditional marriage.  We hope to see a BIG crowd there!

Come join the Knights of Columbus for our Lenten Fish Fry’s! 
Dinner includes an 8 oz fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; 

dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; greenbeans; macaroni 
n’cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch.  

Cost: Adults $8.00 - Kids 12 & under $4.00 
CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE!

The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00pm - 6:00pm,
At the St. Thomas Center and Our Lady of Mercy Church social 

hall on: Mar. 22, Mar. 29, Apr. 5 and Apr. 12. 

All men are invited to a Lenten day of reflection on Saturday, 
April 13.  Coffee and light refreshments at 8:30am and talks 
begin at 9:15am until Mass at 5pm.  This will take place in the 
St. Thomas Center and in the St. Thomas Church.  Deacon 
David Galvin, Father Alban, Fr. Crenwelge and others will be 
presenting spiritual topics for men.  Lunch will be provided.   
(There will be time for prayer and confessions as well.)  

***Visiting priest will have Mass in Parsons on Saturday, April 
13 at 9:00am with confessions before and after.***

During Lent, the Knights of Columbus suggest one of these 
sacrifices: 
     a) 40 Cans of Food for the Food Pantry 
     b) a Monetary donation, (suggested donation: $20). 

St. Thomas:  1,861.10
Church in Central & Eastern Europe: $201

Black & Indian Mission:  $438
Our Lady of Mercy:  659.00

Church in Central & Eastern Europe: $55
Black & Indian Mission:  $285

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY

PIES FOR SALE!

LENTEN FISH FRY

LENTEN SACRIFICE

MEN’S DAY OF REFLECTION

PRO-LIFE 
CORNER



                       

              

St. Joseph, Splendor of Patriarchs
By: Jonathan Mann

“Go to Joseph.”
With these words, recorded in the Book of Genesis (41:55), Pharaoh sent the Egyptians to Joseph, to 

whom he had given charge of his household and his kingdom, when in time of famine they “cried to 
Pharaoh for bread” (41:55). We read on in Genesis, “So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph 
opened all the storehouses” (41:56). In fact, “all the earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the 
famine was severe over all the earth” (41:57). 

The patriarch Joseph played a key role in saving Egypt and “all the earth” when its peoples were in 
danger of death on account of famine. God’s providence had chosen him as a link in His divine plan to 
provide food that would save many in distress. For this purpose, God had allowed the most unlikely events 
to befall Joseph. In adolescence he had been sold by his own brothers into slavery in a foreign land, and 
there he had further suffered false accusation and imprisonment. Yet in all Joseph’s trials, God had been 
present to him and worked through him. In St. Stephen the Martyr’s words: “God was with him, and rescued 
him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh” (Acts 7:9-10). After 
interpreting Pharaoh’s dreams, Joseph had risen to the highest rank in Egypt after that of Pharaoh himself. In 
accord with the revelations God had made through Pharaoh’s dreams, Joseph had spent the seven years of 
plenty storing up food for the subsequent seven years of famine. During these later years, he proved to be 
God’s chosen instrument for saving his father and the very brothers who had sold him into slavery. He saved 
from death God’s Chosen People and the entire world. Additionally, with regard to Joseph’s personal 
character, we know from Pharaoh’s words that he must have been both wise and upright in God’s eyes: “Can 
we find such a man as this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” (Gen. 41:38).

Christian tradition from its early centuries has seen in the patriarch Joseph a type, or prefigurement, 
of St. Joseph, chaste husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and adoptive father of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
Pharaoh’s words to Joseph of old, “You shall be over my house” (Gen. 41:40), are truly words by which God 
could have conferred on the humble St. Joseph the exalted office that he held as head of the Holy Family. We 
have very little historical information about St. Joseph’s life. What we do know is the role he played in the 
Mystery of the Incarnation as protector of Mary’s virginity and of the Child Jesus. During the earthly lives of 
Jesus and Mary, he faithfully served and provided for them both. Like the patriarch Joseph, St. Joseph was “a 
just man” (Matt. 1:19), and he too was a chosen instrument in God’s plan for saving the Chosen People and 
the entire world. Like the patriarch, St. Joseph journeyed to Egypt under dire circumstances, and again like 
the patriarch, he was entrusted with charge over the royal household. Yet the second Joseph’s role far 
surpasses that of the first. In St. Joseph’s care was placed the household of the King of kings and the Queen 
of angels and men. Moreover, he was instrumental in God’s plan for saving the world, not from physical 
death, but from sin. Indeed, while the patriarch provided the world with natural bread, Christ’s adoptive 
father kept in his diligent care the Bread of Life.

St. Joseph had a great privilege in the intimacy which he enjoyed with Jesus Christ. It was Joseph’s 
great honor and joy that he could daily converse with his God closely and affectionately in his own home. 
We infer, too, from his silence that he must have listened to Christ as reverently and attentively as he would 
speak to Him. What a privilege was his! Yet is not this privilege ours as well? Each time we worthily and 
devoutly receive Jesus in Holy Communion, we have with Him an intimacy for which prophets have longed 
and martyrs have given their lives. We are called to welcome Christ, not merely into our homes, but into our 
very selves, into both body and soul in a union of divine love. May St. Joseph, through whom God has 
provided this Eucharistic Bread for the whole world, obtain for us the grace to receive Jesus as worthily, as 
frequently, and as fervently as we can. May we look forward with the longing of the patriarchs and the 
prophets to each Eucharistic encounter with Jesus. During the precious moments in which He dwells within 
us sacramentally, may we listen to Him as attentively as St. Joseph listened to his Son. And with St. Joseph, 
may we honor and cherish Jesus and Mary with our entire hearts.



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To 
report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s 
designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, 
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or 
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s 
Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the 
“Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and 
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS       READERS ALTAR SERVERS
03/23 Rita Johnson                                    Beth Spencer Any available
03/24 Kaitlyn Simmons                            John Ferguson       Drew Simmons

Cleaning:  03/17 – 03/23:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk

THOMAS

PARSONS

Mar. 18  Monday             Maureen Aborino                                 7:15 AM  Thomas
Mar. 19  Tuesday             *Sam &. Rosalind Eichelberger              12:00 noon Parsons
Mar. 19  Tuesday                                 Joseph & Mary Deegan 6:00 PM  Thomas
Mar. 20  Wednesday             *Irene Delasko                                  5:00 PM  Parsons
Mar. 21  Thursday             Connie Finnerty                            5:00 PM  Thomas
Mar. 22  Friday              Frederick E. Helbig, Jr.                            5:00 PM  Thomas
Mar. 23  Saturday                   Fr. Bob Poandl             9:00 AM Parsons
Mar. 23 SATURDAY VIGIL                         Vivian Bozic     5:00 PM  Thomas
Mar. 24  SUNDAY             Matthew David Skinner        9:00 AM  Thomas
Mar. 24 SUNDAY             People of the Parish                                  11:00 AM  Parsons

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of February,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  03/10/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
03/17/19  only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael, Leo Pase Jr., Jean Sagace, Ed 

Kepner, Loretta DiMaio, Martha 
Wolf, & Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS       READERS ALTAR SERVERS
03/24 Addie Buckley & Becca Siler                Joanne Sikarskie Any available

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
2nd Sunday of Lent

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

