
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before all 
weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT, April 07, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
APR. 07 - ASK FATHER cancelled
APR. 07 - Women’s Guild Meeting after the 11am Mass
APR. 09 - Bible Study on the Passion in Thomas at 5:30pm
APR. 10 - Bible Study on the Passion in Parsons at 3:30pm
APR. 10 - Knights of Columbus meeting after Mass in Parsons

WEDNESDAYS:  Immediately after 
5:00pm Mass at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church . (Wednesday Mass during Lent 
will be at 5:00pm. )

FRIDAYS:  Immediately after 5:00pm 
Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Church. 

LENT SCHEDULE
~ Stations of the Cross ~

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
March 31, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking chicken soup.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

This is the last day to sign up for pies.  Please be sure to get 
your order in for a chocolate, coconut cream or lemon meringue 
pie homemade by the Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild. The 
cost is $10. Please see one of the guild members to reserve a pie 
or simply add your name to the pie fundraiser form in the back 
of the church. You may also call Melinda at 478-3814. 

Come join the Knights of Columbus for our Lenten Fish Fry’s! 
Dinner includes an 8 oz fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; 

dinner roll with butter; coleslaw; greenbeans; macaroni 
n’cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch.  

Cost: Adults $8.00 - Kids 12 & under $4.00 
CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE!

The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00pm - 6:00pm,
At the St. Thomas Center and Our Lady of Mercy Church social 

hall on:  Apr. 12th. 

All men are invited to a Lenten day of reflection this Saturday, 
April 13.  Coffee and light refreshments at 8:30am and talks 
begin at 9:15am until Mass at 5pm.  This will take place in the 
St. Thomas Center and in the St. Thomas Church.  Deacon 
David Galvin, Father John Berchman, Fr. Brian Crenwelge, 
Fr. Josh Stevens and Fr. Tony Thurston will be available.  
Special guest speaker, Thomas Eades III.  Lunch will be 
provided.   (There will be time for prayer and confessions as 
well.)  

***Fr. Tony Thurston will have Mass in Parsons on Saturday, 
April 13 at 9:00am with confessions before and after.***

St. Thomas:   $

Our Lady of Mercy:  $

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are located in the back of the 
church for those of you who would like to 
make donations to the Easter Flower Fund.The incorrupt heart of St. John Vianney is coming to WV during 

holy week!  You may venerate his incorrupt heart at the 
following times and places:  Monday, April 15th 9AM until the 
Chrism Mass at 4PM at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the 
Sacred Heart in Charleston and on Tuesday, April 16th from 
9AM until the Chrism Mass at 4:00PM at St. Joseph’s Cathedral 
in Wheeling.

LAST DAY FOR PIE ORDERS!

LENTEN FISH FRY

MEN’S DAY OF REFLECTION PRO-LIFE 
CORNER

INCORRUPT HEART 



   RELATIVISM'S NOT NEUTRAL: THE INTOLERANCE OF 'TOLERANCE'
Imagine if the next time someone says to you, "Don't be so judgmental," you gently pushed back and said, 

"Excuse me. Are you judging me?"
     Imagine the conversation going something like this:  Friend: "Don't be so judgmental."  You: "Excuse me.  Are 
you judging me?  I'm feeling judged right now.  Are you saying I'm a mean, intolerant, judgmental person?"  
Friend: "Uh, no … I'm not quite saying that …"You: "But you just told me not to be judgmental."  Friend: "Well, 
when you say something is immoral, it sounds like you're judging others."  You: "Look.  You're free to believe 
whatever you want.  If you want to believe there's no truth, no moral right or wrong, you can do that.  I'll 
disagree with you because that doesn't make any sense to me.  But if you want to have faith in moral relativism 
and believe that there is no moral order to the universe, you're free to do that.  But whatever you do, please do 
not impose your belief in no truth — your faith in relativism — on me! Please don't make me have to follow your 
religion of relativism!" Friend: (Silence) You: "Now, tell me about your relativism.  I'm curious: Do you really 
believe that there is nothing at all that is morally wrong for everyone?  How about murder?  Rape?  Genocide?"
     The benefit of this approach is that it quickly turns the conversation to a fundamental issue: Is there moral 
truth?  Too often, we Christians are having to do all of the explaining — answering point by point people's 
questions about our faith.  Let's turn the tables and start asking our relativistic friends to defend their position.  
"Tell me about your relativism.  Explain to me why you think that there's no real right or wrong in the universe.  
How does that work if each individual makes up his own morality?"
     Listen to them.  Let them talk.  After a while, ask them a question like, "If a man says, 'For me, kidnapping is 
okay and rape is a good thing,' does that make it okay for him to kidnap children and rape women?" Most 
people have never stopped to think about their relativistic assumptions.  It's just something they've taken in from 
the culture.  Fewer people have ever had to give a rational account for this position.  So when they actually have 
to talk about and explain their relativistic worldview, they often admit at least some things are morally right or 
wrong ("You shouldn't hurt other people") or they start talking in circles and realize they are skating on thin ice.  
And when that happens, then they might be more open to hearing an alternative way of looking at the world.
   This approach is likely to be more fruitful than most discussions about morality today, which remain on a 
heated personal and emotional level: "What are you saying about me?  Who are you to judge?  Who are you to 
say what's right and wrong?"  Relativists aren't expecting a Christian to play their own "Don't Judge" trump card 
on them.  And when that happens, it might get them to think about deeper issues.  And you might have the 
chance to have a more rational conversation.  Relativists like to portray themselves as holding a neutral position.  
It's better to be open-minded toward all points of view, they say: Since we can't know truth, no one is right.  No 
one is wrong.  All groups can come together under the one big tent of relativism.  At first glance, this seems like a 
good way to promote tolerance of diverse views.  But we must understand very clearly that relativism, in fact, is 
not value-neutral.  Relativism itself is a certain way of looking at the world.  And this view — that there is no 
right or wrong — is being imposed on us.  In other words, the belief that there is no moral truth is itself a point of 
view.  And those who do not agree with this relativistic perspective are being forced to play by its rules or risk 
being labeled as "judgmental" if they uphold traditional moral values.  As Pope Benedict once observed, "The 
more relativism becomes the generally accepted way of thinking, the more it tends toward intolerance, thereby 
becoming a new dogmatism … it prescribes itself as the only way to think and speak — if, that is, one wishes to 
stay in fashion.  Being faithful to traditional values and to the knowledge that upholds them is labeled 
intolerance, and relativism becomes the required norm." He encourages us to push back: "I think it is vital that 
we oppose this imposition ... which threatens freedom of thought as well as freedom of religion."
For relativism is "a kind of new 'denomination' that places restrictions on religious convictions and seeks to 
subordinate all religions to the super-dogma of relativism."
Relativism is not moral Switzerland.  It is not a neutral, impartial, unbiased position.  It is a certain point of view, 
a way of looking at the world, and we should not allow others to force this worldview upon us. By Edward Sri

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and  for  all those serving in 

our  armed  forces.

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….540

Total Rosaries since May 2016…….….20,692



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To 
report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s 
designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, 
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or 
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s 
Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the 
“Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and 
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
04/13 To be assigned                          To be assigned Any available
04/14 Brittiny Cross                        (Matt Hinkle &         Aaron Quattro
                                                                             Beth Spencer)

Cleaning:  04/07 – 04/13:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of April,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  04/14/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
04/21/19  only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner, 
Loretta DiMaio, Martha Wolf, & 

Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
04/14 Becca Siler & Ariona Plumley          (Fred Sikarskie &       Any available
                                                                             Robert Wheeler)

Apr. 08  Monday Victor Bluj                                7:15am  Thomas
Apr. 09  Tuesday Louis & Margaret Macuilla                                5:00pm  Thomas
Apr. 10  Wednesday Kate Curran                                                           5:00pm  Parsons
Apr. 11  Thursday Marianne Lambert                                                5:00pm  Thomas
Apr. 12  Friday Lucille Kotten                                                        5:00pm  Thomas
Apr. 13  Saturday Lloyd Nestor                                         9:00am  Parsons
Apr. 13  Saturday Vigil Marguerite Zizunas                    5:00pm  Thomas
Apr. 14  SUNDAY People of the Parish                         9:00am  Thomas
Apr. 14  SUNDAY Mary Buckley                  11:00am  Parsons

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Fifth Sunday of Lent

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

