
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before all 
weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD, April 14, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 Apr. 18 – Beginning of Easter Triduum.
 Apr. 19 – Holy Land Collection (Good Friday)
 Apr. 21 – Easter Sunday Collection, Education of Seminarians)
 Apr. 28 – Divine Mercy Sunday and Adoration
 May 05 – ASK FATHER (cancelled) 
 May 05 – OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass

Please pray for our Confirmandi  as 
they prepare for their Confirmation by 
going on retreat on April 28th.

PRAYERS NEEDED

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 07, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking chicken soup.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

Jesus requested that the Feast of Divine Mercy be preceded by a 
novena (beginning on Good Friday) consisting of the recitation 
of the Divine Mercy chaplet and the prayer for the day.  (If you 
no longer have a copy of the Divine Mercy Novena you may 
pick one up at the back of the church.)  The Plenary Indulgence 
associated with this feast consists in the reception of Holy 
Communion in the state of grace on Divine Mercy Sunday and 
prayers for the intentions of the Holy Father as well as 
sacramental confession within 8 days of the feast, (The Holy 
Father has said that any time during Lent is sufficient.)  The 
result is the complete remission of sins and punishment due to 
sin.  We will celebrate this feast on April 28 at Our Lady of 
Mercy Church beginning with our 11:00am Mass, and 
concluding with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 
1:00pm.

St. Thomas:   $1,769.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,058.00

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS
Envelopes are located in the back of the 
church for those of you who would like to 
make donations to the Easter Flower Fund.

The incorrupt heart of St. John Vianney is coming to WV during 
holy week!  You may venerate his incorrupt heart at the 
following times and places:  Monday, April 15th 9am until the 
Chrism Mass at 4pm at the Basilica of the Co-Cathedral of the 
Sacred Heart in Charleston and on Tuesday, April 16th from 
9am until the Chrism Mass at 4:00pm at St. Joseph’s Cathedral 
in Wheeling.

All Parsons pie orders will be ready for pick-up on Good 
Friday, April 19 between 1:00 – 3:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy 
Church social hall.  
All Thomas pie orders will be delivered to the St. Thomas 
Center on Good Friday immediately following the Stations of 
the Cross (about 3:30).   Questions???  Call Melinda at 
478-3814.  
***All women interested in helping make pies please come to 
the OLM church social hall on Thursday, April 18 at 7am for 
pie prep and on Good Friday, April 19 at 7am to make the 
pies.  Any & all help is greatly appreciated.

The Pro-life movie “Unplanned” is 
being shown in the Elkins and Oakland 
theaters today through Holy Thursday, 
April 18th.  All are STRONGLY 
URGED to see this movie.  
In “Unplanned” the real life character 
Abby Johnson becomes the youngest 
clinic director in the history of Planned 
Parenthood, then a life-changing 
experience turns her into an anti-
abortion activist. A MUST SEE FILM!

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY PRO-LIFE CORNER

INCORRUPT HEART 

EASTER PIE DELIVERY



SOME THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT PALM (PASSION) SUNDAY
One of the notable features of this day is a procession before Mass. Why do we do this and how is it 
supposed to work?  The commemoration of the entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem has, according to ancient 
custom, been celebrated with a solemn procession, in which the faithful in song and gesture imitate the Hebrew 
children who went to meet the Lord singing "Hosanna."  The palms or branches are blessed so that they can be 
carried in the procession. The palms should be taken home where they will serve as a reminder of the victory of 
Christ be given which they celebrated in the procession. 
What was Jesus doing at the Triumphal Entry? Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI explains:  Jesus claims the right of 
kings, known throughout antiquity, to requisition modes of transport.  The use of an animal on which no one 
had yet sat is a further pointer to the right of kings. Most striking, though, are the Old Testament allusions that 
give a deeper meaning to the whole episode. . . .For now let us note this: Jesus is indeed making a royal claim. 
He wants his path and his action to be understood in terms of Old Testament promises that are fulfilled in his 
person. . . .At the same time, through this anchoring of the text in Zechariah 9:9, a “Zealot” exegesis of the 
kingdom is excluded: Jesus is not building on violence; he is not instigating a military revolt against Rome. His 
power is of another kind: it is in God’s poverty, God’s peace, that he identifies the only power that can redeem 
[Jesus of Nazareth, vol. 2].
What does the reaction of the crowd show?  It shows that they recognized him as their messianic king.  Benedict 
XVI notes:  The spreading out of garments likewise belongs to the tradition of Israelite kingship (cf. 2 Kings 9:13). 
What the disciples do is a gesture of enthronement in the tradition of the Davidic kingship, and it points to the 
Messianic hope that grew out of the Davidic tradition.  The pilgrims who came to Jerusalem with Jesus are 
caught up in the disciples’ enthusiasm. They now spread their garments on the street along which Jesus passes.  
They pluck branches from the trees and cry out verses from Psalm 118, words of blessing from Israel’s pilgrim 
liturgy, which on their lips become a Messianic proclamation: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is coming! Hosanna in the highest!” (Mk 11:9–10; cf. Ps 
118:26).
What does the word "Hosanna" mean?  Benedict XVI explains:  Originally this was a word of urgent 
supplication, meaning something like: Come to our aid! The priests would repeat it in a monotone on the 
seventh day of the Feast of Tabernacles, while processing seven times around the altar of sacrifice, as an urgent 
prayer for rain.  But as the Feast of Tabernacles gradually changed from a feast of petition into one of praise, so 
too the cry for help turned more and more into a shout of jubilation.  By the time of Jesus, the word had also 
acquired Messianic overtones. In the Hosanna acclamation, then, we find an expression of the complex emotions 
of the pilgrims accompanying Jesus and of his disciples: joyful praise of God at the moment of the processional 
entry, hope that the hour of the Messiah had arrived, and at the same time a prayer that the Davidic kingship 
and hence God’s kingship over Israel would be reestablished.
Is the same crowd that cheered Jesus' arrival the one that demanded his crucifixion just a few days later?
Benedict XVI argues that it was not:  All three Synoptic Gospels, as well as Saint John, make it very clear that the 
scene of Messianic homage to Jesus was played out on his entry into the city and that those taking part were not 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, but the crowds who accompanied Jesus and entered the Holy City with him.
This point is made most clearly in Matthew’s account through the passage immediately following the Hosanna 
to Jesus, Son of David: “When he entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying: Who is this? And the crowds 
said: This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee” (Mt 21:10–11). . . . People had heard of the prophet from 
Nazareth, but he did not appear to have any importance for Jerusalem, and the people there did not know him.  
The crowd that paid homage to Jesus at the gateway to the city was not the same crowd that later demanded his 
crucifixion. (Excerpts taken from “9 things you need to know about Palm (Passion) Sunday” by Jimmy Akin.)

   

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and  for  all those serving in 

our  armed  forces.

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….540

Total Rosaries since May 2016…….….20,692



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To 
report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s 
designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, 
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or 
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s 
Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the 
“Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and 
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
04/20 To be assigned                          Beth Spencer Any available
04/21 Mary Sagace                        Matt Hinkle.              Drew Simmons
  

Cleaning:  04/14 – 04/20:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of April,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  04/14/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
04/21/19  only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner, 
Loretta DiMaio, Martha Wolf, & 

Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
04/21 Kaylee DiBacco & Lillian Plumley   Tom Gutshall            Any available

Apr. 15  Monday Mary Moore                                                  7:15am  Thomas
Apr. 16  Tuesday Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson               5:00pm  Thomas
Apr. 17  Wednesday Nancy Lucille Wheeler                       5:00pm  Parsons
Apr. 18  Holy Thursday *Priests of our Diocese                                     7:00pm  Thomas
Apr. 19  Good Friday Solemn Stations of the Cross                         3:00pm  Thomas
Apr. 19  Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion    6:00pm  Parsons
Apr. 20  HOLY SATURDAY People of the Parish                                8:00pm  Thomas
Apr. 21  SUNDAY Sheila Slater                               9:00am  Thomas
Apr. 21  SUNDAY People of the Parish 11:00am  Parsons

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of our Lord

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

