
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before all 
weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, April 28, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

OLD PALMS

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 Apr. 28 – Divine Mercy Sunday and Adoration
 May 05 – ASK FATHER (cancelled) 
 May 05 – OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass
 May 07 – Society of St. Thomas Women meeting at 7pm in Center
 May 08 – Knights of Columbus meeting at 7pm in Thomas
 May 12 - Mother’s Day and First Holy Communion

Please pray for our Confirmandi  as 
they prepare for their Confirmation by 
going on retreat today, April 28th.

PRAYERS NEEDED

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking chicken soup.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

The Plenary Indulgence associated with this feast consists in 
the reception of Holy Communion in the state of grace on 
Divine Mercy Sunday and prayers for the intentions of the 
Holy Father as well as sacramental confession within 8 days of 
the feast, (The Holy Father has said that any time during Lent is 
sufficient.)  The result is the complete remission of sins and 
punishment due to sin.  We will celebrate this feast today, April 
28 at Our Lady of Mercy Church beginning with our 11:00am 
Mass, and concluding with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
until 1:00pm.

St. Thomas:   $2,787.00
Education of Seminarians:  $647.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1322.00
Education of Seminarians:  $352.00

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS
The easter flowers at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church are in loving memory of:  
Guido DiBacco, Rudolph Flanagan, George 
“Bud” & Lucille Watring, Nina Johnson, 
Mike Rujak, Mary Rujak, Robert Rujak, 
Jack Evans, Andy & Genevieve Halapy, 
Edward Armstrong, Frank Finch, Avona & 
Pratt Families, Fred & Jennie (Avona) 
Pratt, Morvay & Victor Families, Fields 
family and the Kotten family.

Thank you to all the ladies who supported the Women’s Guild 
by donating ingredients and giving up their time on Good 
Friday to help make pies.  We also appreciate all of you who 
bought our pies and gave money donations.  Our pie fundraiser 
was a success again this year with a total of 111 pies made and 
sold!!!!

                                     The fifty days from Easter to Pentecost are    
                                     celebrated in joyful exultation as one 
                                     feast day, or better, as one “great 
                                     Sunday.”  These above all others are the 
                                     days for the singing of ALLELUIA.  The 
                                     days of the Easter octave from the “early 
                                     hours: of this “great Sunday,” with 
                                     accounts of the Lord who rose early in the     
                                     morning, and the early preaching of the 
                                     disciples who were witnesses to His 
                                     Resurrection.

If you have any old palms you would like to dispose of 
please bring them to the back of the church and place them in 
the receptacle. Thank you.

Being pro-life means more than casting a 
good vote now and then on an abortion-
related bill.  It also means supporting 
God’s institution of marriage and fighting 
the homosexual agenda at every level, 
whether it is in the schools, the workplace 
or in the hallways of government.  
                       - Robert Knight

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY PRO-LIFE CORNER

THANK YOU LADIES!

THE EASTER SEASON



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

HOW DIVINE MERCY CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE
THE DEVOTION THAT ANSWERS EVERYTHING.

I grew up pretty Catholic, so the words “Divine Mercy” were not foreign to me. But it was one of those “oh, that’s 
nice” devotions. I didn’t really get what it actually meant. After reading Consoling the Heart of Jesus by Fr. Michael 
Gaitley, (and then again after reading I Believe in Love by Fr. Jean C. J. d’Elbée), my spiritual life was totally 
changed.
I totally got it. And this was what I was missing all those years:  Divine Mercy is all about people like us: poor, 
miserable, sinful, weak souls.  So every one of us who thinks our mess is too great for God – think again. The 
weaker we are, the more miserable we are, the more we attract His mercy. The more He wants to run to us and save 
us with His merciful love. So if you struggle, Divine Mercy is for you. (Basically, it’s for every single soul.)
So getting close to Him? Ain’t no thang. Jesus comes to us Himself – to scoop us up in His arms and draw us to His 
Heart.
Jesus said to St. Faustina, “I want you to be very little, because when you are little, I carry you close to My Heart. 
Because you are weak, I take you in My arms and carry you to the home of My Father.” The only thing He needs 
from us for Him to do that? Trust. What does trust look like practically? It’s believing. Believing, no matter how 
great your sin, your weaknesses, your circumstances, whatever — believing that He is God, and He can do 
everything.
In I Believe in Love, d’Elbée writes about the Good Thief: Then he looks deep into the eyes of Jesus and reads there 
who He is: the gentle Savior… And the ineffable answer is “Amen, I say to you, this day, you shall be with Me in 
Paradise”’ For you, no Hell, not a second of Purgatory. The confident look you gave me, this meeting of our eyes, in 
my mercy and in your faith, has purified you in an instant and rendered us inseparable… Jesus needs nothing but 
your humility and your confidence [trust] to work marvels of purification in you. It’s literally that simple. Jesus can 
bind up and heal your soul in an instant, according to the measure of your trust in Him. The more you trust and 
believe in His everlasting love and His almighty ability to transform you into Himself — that’s how much He’ll 
change you. So whenever you struggle in any circumstances, whenever you fall into sin — stop yourself when you 
feel discouragement, anxiety, or worry coming. Look to Jesus in your heart, and tell Him you trust Him in an act of 
your will, even if your feelings of trust aren’t there.
   Jesus said to St. Faustina, “My child, know that the greatest obstacles to holiness are discouragement and 
exaggerated anxiety.” Don’t let discouragement of your failures keep you from Him. Don’t ever think that your 
problems are bigger than He is. He’s waiting for you. Simply run to Him and trust.
It’s simple to trust, but not easy. Trust is scary. But jump anyway. He knows of your fears. He knows about 
everything. He was both God and man. He had a man’s heart. He understands. And He’s right in front of you, 
waiting for you to jump into His arms.Jesus told a mystic, Sister Consolata Betrone, “You only worry about loving 
me, and I will take care of everything else to the smallest detail.” If you still struggle with trust, take it to Mary, His 
mother. She takes care of everything.
   Here’s how you can live it. One way to practice devotion to Divine Mercy, to practically live this trust, is to pray 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet. You can pray this anytime, but praying it at 3:00 in the afternoon is especially powerful.
Even more powerful, praying the Divine Mercy novena, which starts Good Friday and ends on Divine Mercy 
Sunday.
   Jesus said this to St. Faustina: Encourage souls to say the Chaplet, which I have given you. ... Whoever will recite 
it will receive great mercy at the hour of death. ... When they say this chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will 
stand between My Father and the dying person, not as the just Judge but as the Merciful Savior. ... Even if there 
were a sinner most hardened, he would receive grace from My infinite mercy. I desire to grant unimaginable graces 
to those souls who trust in My Mercy... Say the Chaplet I have taught you, your storm will cease… Through the 
Chaplet you will obtain everything, if what you ask for is compatible with My will. Jesus also said, “When you say 
this prayer, with a contrite heart and with faith on behalf of some sinner, I will give him the grace of conversion.” 
Obtain everything if it’s compatible with His will. That includes the conversion of souls. He isn’t kidding, folks. So 
take a step toward the most merciful Heart of Jesus. With every baby step of yours, He rushes toward you with 
sheer delight in being your Savior.



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To 
report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s 
designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, 
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or 
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s 
Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the 
“Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and 
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/04 Kathy & Pat Kotten                            Kathy Supak Any available
05/05 Betty Woods                                        Diane Rader              Isaac Quattro
  

Cleaning:  04/28 – 05/04:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  05/12/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
05/19/19  only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner, 

Loretta DiMaio, Martha Wolf, Donna 
Mason & Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/05 Becca Siler & Ariona Plumley           Betty Jane DiBacco  Any available

Apr. 29  Monday                 - No Mass
Apr. 30  Tuesday Joseph & Mary Deegan 7:15am  Thomas
May 01  Wednesday Poor Souls in Purgatory 9:00am  Parsons
May 02  Thursday Fredrick E. Helbig, Jr. 5:00pm  Thomas
May 03  First Friday Darlene Sedmock 1:00pm  Cort. Acres
May 03  First Friday ADORATION & BENEDICTION 5:00pm  Parsons
May 03. First Friday J. Pat Nichols 6:00pm  Parsons
May 04  First Saturday   Karen Renzelli  9:00am  Parsons
May 04  SATURDAY VIGIL People of the Parish     5:00pm  Thomas
May 05  SUNDAY Teno Oliveto 9:00am  Thomas
May 05  SUNDAY Wilhelmina & Leo Sikarskie                                 11:00am  Parsons

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
Divine Mercy Sunday

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

