
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before all 
weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 19, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 May 27 - Memorial Day Mass - 9:00am at Mt. Calvary Cemetery
 Jun 02 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11am Mass
 Jun 04 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the    
                rectory conference room
 Jun 12 - 4th Degree Knight meeting in Thomas at 6:00pm.
 Jun 12 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Thomas at 6:30pm
 Jun 16 - Father’s Day breakfast inThomas & picnic in Parsons at
                Mill Race Park  

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 12, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking fruit cocktail.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $1,838.18

Our Lady of Mercy:  $877.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$0 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 0% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $22 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 0% of goal met. 

There will be a second collection on Memorial Day weekend, 
May 25 – 26,  for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  Donations 
will be used to defray the maintenance costs at the cemetery.  
Special envelopes will be provided.  (Please make checks 
payable to:  Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.)  

The ladies of the parish would like to thank the Knights of 
Columbus for the delicious breakfast they prepared.  The time 
and care that was taken in making everything so perfect was 
greatly appreciated.  You truly made it a very special, 
enjoyable Mother’s day for all.

Say Yes to Christ, Allowing Jesus to be Lord of your Whole 
Life. Internationally renowned speaker and theologian Dr. 
Scott Hahn teaches the importance of giving our complete “yes” 
to Jesus Christ and fully recognizing Him as King of Kings, and 
Lord over all.  Dr. Hahn delves into Scripture to show that by 
dedicating ourselves to the Lord, He can accomplish more in us 
and through us than we ever could on our own. This talk is 
filled with wisdom for all who want to grow closer to God. 
To listen to this talk and many more, go to Formed.org.  If you 
haven’t signed up for Formed yet call the parish office for more 
details.  

How can we respect life when we 
do not respect the act that creates 
life?  If we misuse our sexuality we 
risk turning other human beings 
into objects to satisfy our desires.  
We also risk misusing the life-
creating aspect of our sexuality by 
having sexual relations outside of 
marriage and as a result creating a 
helpless unborn child who risks 
being aborted simply because he is 
unwanted.  – Jason Evert

Our Confirmation students are being confirmed this morning, 
Sunday, May 19th at St. Peter’s Church in Oakland, Md at 
9:00am.  We pray for them that their hearts may be set ablaze by 
the power of the Holy Spirit so that they may be bold in their 
witness to Jesus Christ and the one, true Catholic Faith.  
Congratulations to:  Mateo Hinkle, Owen Knotts, Ariona & 
Lillian Plumley, Aaron & Isaac Quattro and Katlyn Simmons!

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be offered of 
Fridays after the 5pm Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the clergy who 
have scandalized the faithful and 
disgraced the church.  We will do this until 
our Bishop is appointed.

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

MEMORIAL DAY SECOND COLLECTION

CONGRATULATIONS!
CONFIRMATION 2019

THANK YOU KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS!

SAY YES TO CHRIST

PROLIFE CORNER



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….283

Total Rosaries since May 2016…….….21,327

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and  for  all those serving 
in our  armed  forces.

A SIMPLE COMMAND
By: Michelle Schroeder

Love one another. This phrase popped into my head more than once as I sat in Adoration. This isn’t some 
revolutionary, new concept the Church is rolling out. Rather, it’s a straight forward, clear command that Jesus gave 
us over 2000 years ago. And 2000 years later our search for loopholes is often immediately preceded by our failure 
to heed this directive. We try to make excuses for our disobedience by trying to make the rule not apply to our 
particular situation. When I do this, I imagine Jesus giving me the exact same look I give my kids when they launch 
into a litany about why the chores didn’t get done or why they were arguing. I gave them a clear, direct command: 
“Put the clothes away and don’t annoy each other.” Yet they stand before me explaining why the clothes are still in 
the hamper and who started annoying who first. But don’t worry, we won’t sound this ridiculous to Jesus as we 
offer our excuses! No, we are telling Him the facts, the valid, legitimate reasons why it was impossible to 
love someone.
“I couldn’t love that person because he is constantly rude to me.”
“I couldn’t love that person because she was completely wrong in her position and wouldn’t hear other 
perspectives.”
In other words, “They started it!”
Can you feel Jesus rolling His merciful eyes at us?
The reality is that Jesus didn’t mention any caveats when He told us to love one another. He didn’t say, “love one 
another unless there’s a good reason not to.” So if we are followers of Jesus, we don’t have a choice:
We have to love the people who are unkind to us.
We have to love the people who support abhorrent positions.
We have to love the people who hate us.
Do we have to spend time with them and hang out together every weekend? No. Do we have to back down from 
what we know to be moral and right so as not to offend them? Never. But we have to love them which means we 
must pray for them and hope they receive eternal salvation. Yes, we need to ask God that the most awful person we 
know gets to heaven. That’s the love Jesus is describing because He’s asking us to see everyone as He sees them. 
The most hateful, despicable person is just as much a child of God as the most caring, loving person we know is. 
The ones who are furthest from Him are the ones he mourns and longs for because He is their Father. Now, we 
certainly shouldn’t condone the actions of hateful people but instead of levying hate right back at them, the most 
loving thing we can do is pray for a softening of their heart.
Pray that they seek God so they can experience His perfect love because when they do, they will share it with 
others. There are times I’ve prayed through gritted teeth, but eventually, it does get easier. As I continue to pray for 
those difficult people, my jaw slowly relaxes and I’m finally able to let go of my own
anger or disdain for that person. Jesus knew that if we simply followed his command to love, it may or may not 
change the other person, but it would certainly change us. 
There are a million excuses I can offer for why I shouldn’t be expected to love some people but when I sit in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament, I honestly can’t think of one of them. When Jesus issued His command to “love one another” 
He knew it was clear and He also knew that it would be difficult for us at times. Jesus knew we would get it wrong 
often and He also knew that sometimes, we would get it right. On days when I come home to find the laundry put 
away and my kids laughing together on the couch, my heart is full because my children obeyed me. As I witness 
their expression of love, my eyes soften and my smile broadens. I hope that’s the same beautifully satisfied look 
Jesus has when we get His command right.

         



The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To 
report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s 
designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, 
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or 
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s 
Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the 
“Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and 
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/25 Rita Johnson                                        Beth Spencer Any available
05/26 Katlyn Simmons     John Ferguson          Isaac Quattro
  

Cleaning:  05/19 – 05/25:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  05/12/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
05/19/19  only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner, 

Loretta DiMaio, Martha Wolf, Donna 
Mason & Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/26 Becca Siler & Ariona Plumley           Tom Gutshall           Any available

May 20  Monday Gene Randolph 7:15am Thomas
May 21  Tuesday Pauline & Frank Sedo   5:00pm Thomas
May 22  Wednesday J. Pat Nichols 9:00am Parsons
May 23  Thursday Martha Nichols 5:00pm Thomas
May 24  Friday Franz Lanthaler 5:00pm Thomas
May 25  Saturday   Lloyd Nester 9:00am  Parsons
May 25  SATURDAY VIGIL *Diane Baker                5:00pm  Thomas
May 26  SUNDAY Diana DiBacco               9:00am  Thomas
May 26  SUNDAY People of the Parish                                              11:00am  Parsons

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

