
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m., and 30 minutes before all 
weekday Masses and anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 26, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 May 27 - Memorial Day Mass - 9:00am at Mt. Calvary Cemetery
 Jun 02 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11am Mass
 Jun 04 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the    
                rectory conference room
 Jun 12 - 4th Degree Knight meeting in Thomas at 6:00pm.
 Jun 12 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Thomas at 6:30pm

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 19, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking fruit cocktail.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $1,635.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $978.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$262 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 2% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $342 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 8% of goal met. 

There will be a second collection on Memorial Day weekend, 
May 25 – 26,  for the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  Donations 
will be used to defray the maintenance costs at the cemetery.  
Special envelopes will be provided.  (Please make checks 
payable to:  Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.)  

Freedom comes at the cost of many lives.  On this Memorial 
Day we remember and thank all of those fallen heroes that 
died fighting for our country.  There will be a second 
collection today, Memorial Day weekend, May 25 – 26, for the 
Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  Donations will be used to defray 
the maintenance costs at the cemetery.  Special envelopes will 
be provided.  

(Please make checks payable to:  Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund).

All Knights of Columbus members are reminded of this 
important meeting scheduled for June 9th at 2:00 PM at the 
Knights of Columbus room in the St. Thomas Center.  We will 
also have the 1st degree installation at this time.  Please mark 
your calendars.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Fridays after the 5pm Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the clergy who 
have scandalized the faithful and 
disgraced the church.  We will do this until 
our Bishop is appointed.

Emily Siler is getting married to Ethan Rabideau on Saturday,      
June 8th at 1:00pm at the St. Thomas Aquinas Church.  She 
would like to invite her Parish family to witness the nuptial 
Mass so as to share in her special day.

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

MEMORIAL DAY SECOND COLLECTION

WEDDING BELLS

ANNUAL 2010 CORPORATION MEETING

THANK YOU FOR OUR FREEDOM PROLIFE CORNER



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

COMMANDED TO LOVE MARY
As Catholics, we wholly love our triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Every day  we attend 
mass we literally sit at the feet of our Lord Jesus, mystically united in time to the moment He gave His life for us 
on the cross.  Before the altar of the most Blessed Sacrament we are privileged to worship Him, thank Him, love 
Him, and depend on Him.  We are beside everyone that has ever attended the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, beside 
all of the angels, beside all of the saints, and beside everyone who was at the foot of His cross at Golgotha…  we 
are beside His Mother, Mary.
Jesus’s life was bookended with Mother Mary, she was present at His birth, and at His death.  Before God sent 
us our Savior, He first created the vessel by which that Savior would come.  Instead of celebrating Christmas 
each year, we could be celebrating the Descension of Jesus, or some other event by which God sent our Savior. 
 God’s plans are always perfect and always have more meaning than we can ever humanly fathom.  In all of His 
infinite wisdom and in His love for us, God included a mere human in His plan for our salvation.  Our Father 
gave Himself a human mother.
In the book of John it is recorded that during the Last Supper Jesus reminded his disciples, “If you love me you 
will keep my commandments.” In fact, He mentioned keeping the commandments many times.  The first three 
commandments all deal with how we are to have a relationship with our Lord.  Then, surprisingly, the fourth 
commandment, listed before don’t kill, don’t steal, don’t bear false witness… is to honor your father and 
mother.  This particular commandment is oddly out of place between the first three dictating proper worship of 
our Lord God and the latter six thou shall nots.  It must be important.
Jesus entrusts his mother to his disciple John.
We are commanded to honor our father and mother.  We are also called to follow Jesus as our example of 
Christian living.  Jesus lived a life perfectly without sin, He upheld every one of the ten commandments, daily. 
 He perfectly honored both His Father, our Lord God, and His Mother, Mary.  Isn’t it interesting that God 
created a commandment to honor our father and mother, then when He came down to Earth He provided 
Himself a mother which allowed Him to perfectly fulfill the fourth commandment?  In His plan for our 
salvation, God submitted Himself to honoring a human.  Jesus showed us how to perfectly follow the first 
commandment and all the while have the most perfect honor for His mother with the fourth commandment. At 
the wedding feast at Cana, Jesus performed His first miracle at the behest of Mother Mary (John 2), and while 
hanging on the cross He made sure not to expire before arranging proper care for her (John 19).  He did not shy 
away from loving His mother out of fear of offending His Father.  He did not ignore His mother or feel 
indifferent toward her.  Jesus was still submitting Himself to honoring His mother while dying to provide us 
eternal life, that is how important she is to Him.  He wholly and perfectly loves His mother out of His love for 
His Father.
So, how is your relationship with Mary?  Do you forget she’s even there?  Imagine a family in which, day after 
day, the children lovingly flock to the father while it is as if their adoring mother is not even in the room. 
 Imagine the pain God must feel when day after day we ignore or even actively reject the Mother He gave 
Himself, the Mother that He loves with a child-like love, the Mother that He commands us to love.  Your 
relationship with Mother Mary should be a proportionate indicator of your love for Our Father.
Don’t know how to begin a relationship with Our Lady?  Pray for God to assist you in beginning a relationship 
with His Mother.  Remember to talk with Mary at mass, as she is there beside you, at the foot of Her Son’s holy 
cross.  Ask for her prayers.  Ask her to pray for you to have a devotion to the Father like the devotion she is 
privileged to have.  Ask both Our Lady and Our Father for forgiveness for not including her in your life the way 
we are commanded to.  By: ADRIENNE (Catholic Sistas website)

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and  for  all those serving 
in our  armed  forces.

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….229

Total Rosaries since May 2016…….….21,556

         

https://www.catholicsistas.com/author/adrienne/


The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its 
children and young people. The Diocese complies with the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People by maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To 
report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child Protective 
Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. 

To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of 
Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s 
designees at 888.434.6237, (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, 
ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Msgr. Frederick Annie, ext. 267, or 
Msgr. Anthony Cincinnati, 270. For more information on the Diocese’s 
Office of Safe Environment, please go to www.dwc.org, then click the 
“Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the 
“Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please visit 
http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and 
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
06/01 Kathy & Pat Kotten                            Kathy Supak Any available
06/02 Betty Woods                                        Diane Rader              Mateo Hinkle
  

Cleaning:  05/26 – 06/01:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  06/09/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
06/16 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS      READERS ALTAR SERVERS
06/02 Lillian Plumley                                     Joanne Sikarskie      Any available

May 27  Monday (Memorial Day) All Deceased Souls (Mass at Cemetery) 9:00am Thomas
May 28  Tuesday Michael Fortini             5:00pm Thomas
May 29  Wednesday Poor Souls in Purgatory 9:00am Parsons
May 30  Thursday Connie Finnerty 5:00pm Thomas
May 31  Friday Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson 5:00pm Thomas
June 01  Saturday   Karen Renzelli 9:00am  Parsons
June 01  SATURDAY VIGIL Marguerite Zizunas              5:00pm  Thomas
June 02  SUNDAY Andrew DiBacco               9:00am  Thomas
June 02  SUNDAY People of the Parish                                              11:00am  Parsons

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

http://www.dwc.org/
http://www.usccb.org/

