
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, June 02, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 Jun 02 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11am Mass
 Jun 04 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the    
                rectory conference room
 Jun 12 - 4th Degree Knight meeting in Thomas at 6:00pm.
 Jun 12 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Thomas at 6:30pm
 Jun 16 - Father’s Day breakfast inThomas & picnic in Parsons at
                Mill Race Park  

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
May 26, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking fruit cocktail.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $3,565.75

Our Lady of Mercy:  $897.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$1,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 9% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $1,192 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 26% of goal met. 

All Knights of Columbus members are reminded of this 
important meeting scheduled for June 9th at the Knights of 
Columbus room in the St. Thomas Center.  We will begin with 
the 1st degree installation at 1:00pm and the 2010 corporation 
meeting will follow at 2:00pm.  Please mark your calendars.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Fridays after the 5pm Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the clergy who 
have scandalized the faithful and 
disgraced the church.  We will do this until 
our Bishop is appointed.

Thank you to all my parish family who generously donated to 
the Alaska Mission team and to me personally for the trip. 
Your generosity helped to bring the light of Christ to so many 
people including Alaskan natives, Eskimos, and those in the 
city of Fairbanks. I have put up a bulletin board in the back of  
St. Thomas Church and in the Social Hall of Our Lady of 
Mercy Church with highlights from our different ministries 
this past year. You will get to see what your money was used 
for and the faces of those your generosity helped. Please know 
that none of it would have been possible without your kind, 
generous donations. You all are a tremondous blessing not 
only to me but to the Alaskan people. May God bless you 
abunduntly for your kindness! 

— Miranda Siler

Father’s Day Cards are available for only $2.00 at both St. 
Thomas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches for those who 
would like to have your living and deceased fathers 
remembered at the Father’s Day Masses.

Please mark your calendars for the Father’s Day breakfast at 
the St. Thomas Center and the picnic in Parsons at Mill Race 
Park on Sunday June 16th immediately following both 
masses.

“We’ve distorted things to the point 
where people believe that anyone 
who opposes mothers killing their 
babies is waging a war on women. 
How can we be so foolish to believe 
such a thing? One must be able to 
recognize the depravity to which we 
have sunken as a society when 
valuing a baby’s life is frowned 
upon.”  --Ben Carson

ALASKA MISSION THANKS YOU

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

ANNUAL 2010 CORPORATION MEETING

FATHER’S DAY CARDS PROLIFE CORNER



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

EVERYTHING FOR THE LOVE OF HIM
by: ANDREA

How can I cultivate my relationship with God more? 
That thought runs through my mind frequently- usually when I crash on the couch after a busy day of 
chasing my toddler, two dogs, doing housework… you know the drill. I’m often sheepish by the time 
bedtime rolls around at how little my mind has turned towards God- or, in the times it did, it was to 
whine petitions in His direction.
Oh sure, I have grand plans. “I’m going to start praying the Liturgy of the Hours!” I’ll tell myself. Or, 
“Every day at 3-o’-clock I will sit down and pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.” That… doesn’t always 
work out so well. How can we be in the world, fulfilling our vocations and still pursue God with the 
love and attention we ought? How can I change my mindset to “What can I do for You today, God?” 
from “This is what You can do for me today, God.” BROTHER LAWRENCE offers this solution:
People seek methods of learning to know God. Is it not much shorter and more direct to simply do 
everything for the love of Him? There is no finesse about it. One only has to do it generously and 
simply.  Cristo Redentor
This… I love this. This I can do. I say “Everything for the love of Him” to myself like a day-long 
litany, trying to keep God in the forefront of my mind. My husband grabbed the wrong (scent-less?!) 
fabric softener at the store? Bite my tongue for the love of Him. My son is being whiny and I want to 
snap at him? Take time to be patient, for the love of Him. My friend had a bad day and wants to vent 
but I really don’t feel like listening? Take time for her, for the love of Him. And the list goes on and 
on.
I’ve found that when I’m doing things for the love of God- I’m not doing them for myself, or any 
perceived rewards that could kick back my way. It’s in this mindset that love has fertile ground to 
grow. Loving God (who is love) is a beautiful paradox- because the more love you give Him, the more 
love is available to you and in you for others. You withdraw love from your love account to give to 
Him, and find that your balance of love keeps getting higher. When you love someone, you care about 
what they care about. In my life, that’s fleshed out in surprising ways. When some lady cuts me off 
and I want to lay on my horn and mean-mug her when we get to the light, I remember that she’s 
someone really important to God, and I love Him. With that perspective, I’ve found the two great 
commandments (“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind.” and “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”) are realized. If she- or anyone, for that matter- is important enough to God that 
He came and died for her, who am I to be uncharitable?
Doing everything you do- no matter how small- for the love of God puts us into the mindset of a 
servant of all- which is what Jesus calls us to be. It’s not always easy, and it’s certainly not always fun, 
but on days when I really try (with varying success) to do everything for the love of God, by the time 
bedtime rolls around, my heart is overflowing with love for God and others. I have peace. My family 
is content. It’s not complicated, because it only requires one thing: dying to self.
I hope that one day (soon, God willing) I’ll be disciplined enough to pray the Liturgy of the Hours and 
daily Divine Mercy Chaplets. I hope that I’ll get better at carving time out of my day to turn my heart 
towards God and really listen for Him. In the meantime, I will try my hardest to do everything for the 
love of Him.

Please pray the Rosary remembering  reparation  for  
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and  for  all those serving 
in our  armed  forces.

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
 Total Rosaries for 2 weeks……….229

Total Rosaries since May 2016…….….21,556

         

https://www.catholicsistas.com/author/andrea/
http://www.amazon.com/Practice-Presence-God-Brother-Lawrence/dp/0800785991
http://www.amazon.com/Practice-Presence-God-Brother-Lawrence/dp/0800785991


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
06/08 Rita Johnson                                        Nancy Zizunas Any available
06/09 Brittiny Cross                                      Michelle Snyder       Aaron Quattro
  

Cleaning:  06/02 – 06/08:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  06/09/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
06/16 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS   READERS ALTAR SERVERS
06/09 Dee Oldaker & Addie Buckley        Betty Jane DiBacco    Any available

June 03  Monday *Timothy Swartz   7:15am Thomas
June 04  Tuesday Lena Bednarz             5:00pm Thomas
June 05  Wednesday Poor Souls in Purgatory 9:00am Parsons
June 06  Thursday Larry Armbruster 5:00pm Thomas
June 07  First Friday Stan Sedmock 1:00pm Cort. Acr.
June 07  First Friday ADORATION & BENEDICTION 4:00pm Thomas
June 07  First Friday Roberto Defraia 5:00pm Thomas 
June 08  First Saturday Tony, John & Jacob Debevits 9:00am  Parsons
June 08  SATURDAY VIGIL Gregory Zadell            5:00pm  Thomas
June 09  SUNDAY Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson 9:00am  Thomas
June 09  SUNDAY People of the Parish                                 11:00am  Parsons                                                                                                              

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Msgr. Anthony“CCincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK - SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

