
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

PENTECOST SUNDAY, June 09, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 
 Jun 12 - 4th Degree Knight meeting in Thomas at 6:00pm.
 Jun 12 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Thomas at 6:30pm
 Jun 16 - Father’s Day breakfast inThomas & picnic in Parsons at
                Mill Race Park  

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
June 02, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking fruit cocktail.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $3,019.08

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,071.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$1,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 9% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $1,492 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 33% of goal met. 

All Knights of Columbus members are reminded of this 
important meeting scheduled for June 9th at the Knights of 
Columbus room in the St. Thomas Center.  We will begin with 
the 1st degree installation at 2:00pm and the 2010 corporation 
meeting will immediately follow.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Fridays after the 5pm Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the clergy who 
have scandalized the faithful and 
disgraced the church.  We will do this until 
our Bishop is appointed.

Father’s Day Cards are available for only $2.00 at both St. 
Thomas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches for those who 
would like to have your living and deceased fathers 
remembered at the Father’s Day Masses.

Please mark your calendars for the Father’s Day breakfast at 
the St. Thomas Center and the picnic in Parsons at Mill Race 
Park on Sunday June 16th immediately following both 
masses.

We would like to congratulate Mr. & Mrs. 
Ethan and Emily Rabideau on their 
marriage that took place this Saturday, 
June 8th at St. Thomas Aquinas Church.  
May Christ’s bond of love bring them a 
lifetime of Joy and happiness together.

To give glory and honor to the Most Precious Body and Blood 
of Jesus we will have a procession immediately after the 11 AM 
Mass in Parsons.  We will process around the block and then 
return to the church for benediction.  We hope that many of 
you will participate in this wonderful Eucharistic celebration.   

CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

ANNUAL 2010 CORPORATION MEETING

FATHER’S DAY CARDS PROLIFE CORNER

CONGRATULATIONS



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

WAKE UP, PARENTS! DON’T LET THE CULTURE RAISE YOUR KIDS
BY: MARCIA SEGELSTEIN

The culture has always exerted its influence on kids to some degree, but the times we live in are dangerously 
different and it's time for parents to wake up.
First of all, we're different.  Parents are encouraged to be friends with their children, to affirm and praise 
them, never to "stifle" them, and certainly not to behave like authority figures with them.  Heaven forbid we 
should ever say "no!" and actually mean it.  Discipline has become a dirty word.  The state of modern 
parenting could aptly be summed up in three words: weak, confused and timid.
On top of that, the cultural onslaughts for children are both corrupting and pervasive.  Educators take it upon 
themselves to school students in culturally correct notions of gender, sex and marriage.  The click of a mouse 
or the touch of a smartphone can expose children to obscene pornographic images.  The entertainment and 
advertising industries seem hell-bent on destroying childhood innocence and ramping up a propensity for 
materialism, to say nothing of promiscuity.  With the help of technology and social media, peers often replace 
parents as the primary influence in a child's life.
It seems that a perfect storm of anemic, clueless parents coupled with technology that has the potential to 
destroy childhood innocence and redouble peer influence have come together to wreak havoc on childhood.
It's time for parents—especially parents of faith—to do two things: become the authority figures our children 
will listen to and work proactively to keep the culture at bay.
So what does it mean to be an authority figure?  It means being in charge.  It means being able to say "no!"  It 
absolutely does not preclude being nurturing, caring and loving.  In fact, these are critical elements to being 
an effective authority figure.  As I explain in my book, Don't Let the Culture Raise Your Kids, there are simple 
ways for parents to exert their authority and it's never too late to start.  Make reasonable rules, assign chores, 
think ahead about how you'll discipline, and make family time a priority.
Take charge of raising your kids.  Start with education.  Don't assume that time spent in the classroom is 
benign.  There are abundant opportunities for teachers to encourage progressive attitudes and introduce 
concepts that are anathema to Christian families.  Consider the growing number of children's books about 
transgenderism.  What's to stop a teacher or school librarian from reading aloud I Am Jazz or My Princess 
Boy or Introducing Teddy: A Gentle Story about Gender and Friendship, a book aimed at children ages 3 to 
6?  Know what's going on in your child's classroom and know what your options are if you're not happy about 
it.
So it's time to tame the technology beast.  Here are some tips, straight from my book. Take charge of the media 
your child consumes.  Besides traditional media like television, books and teen magazines, parents need to be 
in charge of the digital media in their children's lives.  So many negative influences—pornography, social 
pressure to behave badly, a keeping-up-with-the-Kardashians materialism—enter their lives via technology.  
Chances are you're footing the bill for the smartphones, tablets and laptops your children use.  From the 
beginning, insist on knowing passwords and logins, and reserve the right to monitor their devices.  Make it 
clear that having a phone is a privilege, not a right.  Wait as long as possible before giving your children 
phones, and start with "dumb" phones that don't connect to the internet.  When you do allow your children 
access to the internet, use filtering software.  Some programs allow parents to monitor online activity and set 
parameters for app installation.  Some even allow parents to block apps entirely.
Besides the obvious dangers technology presents, there's the issue of influence.  The more time a child spends 
connecting with peers, the more likely it is that he or she will turn to them for guidance about what matters 
and what doesn't, what's right and what's wrong.  Limit the use of screens as much as possible.  Don't allow 
phones at the dinner table and keep them out of children's bedrooms, especially at night.  Set a good example 
by limiting your own time on cellphones and in front of screens.  If you want to be the primary influence in 
your children's lives, you'll need them to pay attention to you.  Start by paying attention to them.
The job of Christian parents is to guide our children toward heaven.  That's not where they'll be directed if we 
let the culture raise them.

         

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1681922762/ref=nosim/catholiceduca-20


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
06/15 Kathy & Pat Kotten                            Kathy Supak Any available
06/16 Mary Sagace                                        Matt Hinkle              Drew Simmons
  

Cleaning:  06/09 – 06/15:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  06/09/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
06/16 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
06/16 Becca Siler & Ariona Plumley           Kathy DiBacco          Any available

June 10  Monday Fr. Charles Carroll   7:15am Thomas
June 11  Tuesday Leo Pase             5:00pm Thomas
June 12  Wednesday Rosina & Saverio Grimaldi 9:00am Parsons
June 13  Thursday Colonel Roger Bernardi 5:00pm Thomas
June 14  Friday Franz Lanthaler 5:00pm Thomas 
June 15  Saturday Merce & Joe Gummerson      9:00am  Parsons
June 15  SATURDAY VIGIL People of the Parish            5:00pm  Thomas
June 16  SUNDAY All Living & Deceased Fathers 9:00am  Thomas
June 16  SUNDAY All Living & Deceased Fathers                          11:00am  Parsons                                                                                                              
                   

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Msgr. Anthony“CCincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
PENTECOST SUNDAY

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

