
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

THE MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST, June 23, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 
 Jun 23 - Procession immediately following the 11am Mass
 Jun 29/30 - Consecration of the Parish at the close of all Masses 
 Jul  02 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the      
                Rectory conference room
 Jul  07 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11am Mass

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
June 16, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking fruit cocktail.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $1,717.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $924.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$2,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 17% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $2,692 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 59% of goal met. 

The weekend of June 29 and 30 we will consecrate both St. 
Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Parishes to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.  
Please Pray the Litanies in preparation for this. STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Fridays after the 5pm Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the clergy who 
have scandalized the faithful and 
disgraced the church.  We will do this until 
our Bishop is appointed.

To give glory and honor to the Most Precious Body and Blood 
of Jesus we will have a procession today, June 23rd 
immediately after the 11am Mass in Parsons.  We will process 
around the block and then return to the church for 
benediction.  We hope that many of you will participate in 
this wonderful Eucharistic celebration.   

Seminarian Justin Golna will be joining us from July 4 - 
August 11th.  He will be involved in many aspects of the 
parish and he is excited to meet all of our parishioners.  We 
plan to have him give presentations and we hope that their 
will be GREAT PARTICIPATION to support him and help 
him learn needed skills.  Justin is studying in Rome so he can 
probably give us some interesting stories.

“The Battle Within”  
Jeff Cavins, an  internationally recognized authority on 
Scripture, provides an ultra practical guide on how to battle sin 
in the areas of our lives where we tend to fall, and he helps us 
examine the root causes of our sin in order to understand the 
“why” behind our actions.  In this presentation, Jeff explains 
four major wounds that exist as part of our human nature, and 
he equips his listeners with three “secret weapons” we can use 
to help us effectively overcome sin and serve the Lord from a 
place of freedom and love.

CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

CONSECRATION OF THE PARISH

PROLIFE CORNER

WE WELCOME A SEMINARIAN

NEW ON FORMED.ORG



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 287 
Total Rosaries since May 2016:  21,843

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for 
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and for the Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and for all those seving in our armed 
forces.

I KNOW I BELIEVE IN THE REAL PRESENCE
by: ALLISON H. (Catholic Sistas)

As I read and sweat my way through Church teachings, referencing and verifying as I considered what She taught 
and why, the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist was surprisingly simple to accept (such hubris, but I wasn’t 
quite sure that the Church was a truth-teaching institution.). The Bread of Life Discourse (John 6: 22-71) and the 
Last Supper (Luke 22:14-20, among others) are proof texts, and when read with other pertinent Scriptures, as one 
must do for true interpretation (manna – Exodus 16:15, the feeding of the five thousand – Matthew 14:13-21, the 
road to Emmaus – Luke 24:13-35, and Paul’s exhortations about dishonoring the Body and Blood – I Corinthians 
11:27), the evidence is overwhelming.
Some disciples left Jesus after He reiterated the importance of eating His Body and drinking His Blood because it 
was “too hard” and He turned to ask the Twelve if they too would leave. Peter threw up his hands (my mental 
picture), saying, “Where else do we go? We believe You have the words of eternal life” (I don’t think he 
really grasped it.). When Christ held up the bread in the upper room and said, “This is My Body,” it all made 
sense. Jesus Christ, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity, is present in the blessed bread. That is why those saddened 
followers travelling to Emmaus, whose hearts “burned within them as He opened the Scriptures,” recognized 
Jesus only “in the breaking of the bread.” That is why Saint Paul chastised the Corinthians for their abuses and 
warned them that they would have to “answer for the Body and Blood of the Lord.”  The additional stories of 
manna and the feeding of the five thousand are types, or pre-pictures, of the Eucharist: perfect food from heaven, 
available every single day, enough for every single person with Jesus, miraculous once the Lord’s Hands blessed 
and broke the gifts.  His words, His blessing, His Body nourish our spirit and life ~ overwhelming, indeed!
When I received Jesus in the Eucharist at the 2004 Easter Vigil, after converting from fundamental, Pentecostal-
style Protestantism, I was expecting some sort of emotional, physical response. But there was no burst of light and 
no angels heard singing; I did not tremble and my eyes remained dry. Soberly and steadily, I went through the 
proper postures. Then it was over. Holy Communion continued that way for many months: attentive listening, 
participating, receiving, praying, and singing without the waves of emotion with which I’d been accustomed. 
Intellectually, I understood that feelings are not what my faith is based on, that dignified liturgy as the expression 
of our ancient, ever-new Holy Faith is deeply satisfying. The Catholic Mass is always a “great service” because of 
the Eucharist, not because of the musical selections or sermon. On some level, however, I missed the fervor. I 
figured I needed to learn how to worship God in spirit and in truth, not in dancing and tears. I figured I needed to 
learn how to worship God the way the Israelites did: doing the right duties for hundreds of years without 
necessarily experiencing exciting miracles or emotional highs. This was good for me. In those quiet Sunday 
mornings, I was quiet, too. Like the Israelites of old, I was part of something that, while not taking my breath 
away, gave me deep breath.
But the Holy Spirit did speak to Moses, as He did to Nehemiah, and to Mary. And He came to me. Leaving the 
service to nurse our wiggly infant one Sunday, my return proved too late for Holy Communion. The extraordinary 
ministers had turned their backs to the congregation and were lovingly folding, stacking, and returning the sacred 
vessels to their places at the side table. I had missed it. Missed bowing before Jesus, reaching for Him, assenting 
my Amen, receiving the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of my Lord and Love. Without warning, I burst into 
tears. This response surprised me, as there was no logical lead up in my thoughts, no emotional exertion in my 
heart. It was quick; it was powerful; it shook me.  I stood outside the sanctuary, overwrought, weeping for Jesus 
and waiting for the rest of my family to join me.
I have missed Holy Communion several times since that day, feeding hungry babies or removing naughty 
toddlers (sometimes both) and have never again had such an impassioned reaction, but I will always remember it 
as how I feel that I know that I believe that Jesus is truly present in the Eucharist. ONCE AGAIN, the facts of the 
Faith touched deeply within me and settled in love.

         

https://www.catholicsistas.com/author/allison-h/
https://www.catholicsistas.com/2013/01/12/the-blessed-mother-from-accepting-the-teachings-to-loving-the-lady/


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
06/29 Kathy & Pat Kotten                            Nancy Zizunas Any available
06/30 Betty Woods                                        Diane Rader              Mateo Hinkle
  

Cleaning:  06/23 – 06/29:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  07/14/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
07/21/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
06/30 Dee Oldaker & Addie Buckley          Tom Gutshall           Any available

June 24  Monday *Chris Shaffer          7:15am Thomas
June 25  Tuesday Geraldine Auvil             5:00pm Thomas
June 26  Wednesday Louis & Margaret Macuilla 9:00am Parsons
June 27  Thursday J. Pat Nichols                  7:15am Thomas
June 28  Friday (Solemnity of Sacred Heart of Jesus)  ADORATION 4:00pm Thomas
June 28  Friday Mr. & Mrs. J. Pat Nichols          5:00pm Thomas 
June 29  Saturday V.J. Horowitz                              9:00am  Parsons
June 29  SATURDAY VIGIL Ralph & Betty Stewart        5:00pm  Thomas
June 30  SUNDAY People of the Parish                 9:00am  Thomas
June 30  SUNDAY Miranda Maxwell                                                  11:00am  Parsons                                                                                                              

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Msgr. Anthony“CCincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
THE MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

