
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, June 30, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 Jul  07 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11am Mass
 Jul  10 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 7pm.
 Jul  21 - 2nd collection for Catholic Communication Campaign

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
June 30, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking fruit cocktail.  In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $1,917.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $743.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$2,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 17% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $2,692 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 59% of goal met. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Fridays after the 5pm Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the clergy who 
have scandalized the faithful and 
disgraced the church.  We will do this until 
our Bishop is appointed.

Nothing is politically 
correct which is morally 
wrong.  

—Abraham Lincoln

The Thomas volunteer fire department is having their annual 
patriotic breakfast this morning, Sunday, July 7th from 8pm 
until 12 noon.  Be sure to stop by after Mass and enjoy a hot 
breakfast of delicious pancakes, sausage gravy and biscuits, 
home fries and drinks.  The cost is only $8 and supports our 
very dedicated volunteer Fire Department.  

The Knights of Columbus Council 2010 is having their 100th 
anniversary on July 20th! They will be celebrating this occasion 
on August 3rd at the St. Thomas Center in Thomas immediatly 
following the Saturday vigil mass. There will be finger foods 
and drinks. Everyone (not just Knights!) is welome to attend!

GOD BLESS AMERICA!!!

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
100th ANNIVERSARY!

PROLIFE CORNER

THOMAS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
ANNUAL BREAKFAST



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 287 
Total Rosaries since May 2016:  21,843

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for 
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and for the Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and for all those seving in our armed 
forces.

TRUE FREEDOM 
As a squadron commander, I find myself sometimes in the position of coaching young adults on the difference 
between freedom and license. It is not a distinction the world teaches them; in fact, some would argue that society 
works very hard to blur the distinction.  Freedom is the ability to choose what is good for us; license is defined as 
excessive freedom which prevents us from choosing what is good for us. Some even call that condition 
enslavement. It is no coincidence that licentiousness (immorality, especially in sexual immorality) shares the same 
root word with license.  As Christians, we have often heard the familiar quote from St John's Gospel, "And you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free" (Jn 8:32), but do we really understand what that means? The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church reveals that Man's freedom is rooted in his being made in the image and 
likeness of God:  God created man a rational being, conferring on him the dignity of a person who can initiate and 
control his own actions. "God willed that man should be 'left in the hand of his own counsel,' so that he might of 
his own accord seek his Creator and freely attain his full and blessed perfection by cleaving to him" (#1730).
Note that this definition emphasizes that freedom means that Man is able to make the choice for good, rather than 
the enslavement to choose only those things that hurts us. True freedom means being able to seek God and not be 
hindered in our relationship with him. As a military officer, I am often called upon to remind my airmen that the 
Air Force doesn't set standards of behavior to hinder their freedom. Rather, we set standards of behavior to keep 
them safe and healthy, ready to accomplish our mission…and to have the defense of our countrymen in our hands 
is a serious responsibility indeed. When airmen violate those standards, leaders must do their duty and hold them 
accountable; that is justice. The repercussions for violating military standards range from minor to severe, 
depending on the offense, and always entail some sort of consequences to the offender like a fine, extra duty, or 
loss of a stripe. The same is true for God's Law. As a Good Father, He loves us and wants the best for us. In His 
Word He told us to "choose life" (Duet 30:19), that in following His way we can receive the abundant life (Jn 10:10) 
He offers us. By following Jesus Christ, we have the freedom to turn away from sin and can break the enslavement 
that sinfulness places on us. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and through His sacrifice on the Cross we are 
freed from the darkness that sin covers us in. By violating God's Law, we receive the just rewards for our 
disobedience: unhappiness and ill health (both spiritual and sometimes even physical). As St Paul famously said, 
"The wages of sin is death" (Rom 6:23). This is not the voice of the world however, as I am consistently reminded 
when I look out into "popular culture." From the music on the airways, to the magazine rack at the grocers, to the 
television programs that are offered daily, the world seeks to tell us, "go ahead, you'll be free if you do these 
things, it won't hurt a thing." It's the same lie that the serpent told Eve in the Garden, "You certainly will not die! 
No, God knows well that the moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who know 
what is good and what is bad" (Gen 3:4-5). I'm reminded of this lie every time I see an ad for artificial 
contraceptives on television — they always show a beautiful young woman "liberated" by the drugs she's taken to 
suppress her fertility. What the ad doesn't show is the broken spirit from being used to satisfy men's needs at her 
own expense, and the toll on her psyche from denying the part of her that makes her uniquely a woman, her 
ability to carry new life within her body. Her freedom has been suppressed in order to make her chemically 
sterile.  By accepting the world's view of "freedom", she has been enslaved to the sorrow that follows.
The Catechism continues:  Freedom is the power, rooted in reason and will, to act or not to act, to do this or that, 
and so to perform deliberate actions on one's own responsibility. By free will one shapes one's own life. Human 
freedom is a force for growth and maturity in truth and goodness; it attains its perfection when directed toward 
God, our beatitude (#1731). When we exercise our true freedom, rather than the license of the world, we are able 
to choose life as God offers. In the process we grow in holiness, and become more fully human as our Father in 
Heaven had in mind. To be human is to be free, and to be free is to be closer to God.
And that's the whole point.    By: Mickey Addison

         

https://catholicexchange.com/author/mickey-addison


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
07/13 Rita Johnson    Nancy Zizunas         Any available
07/14 Katlyn Simmons                                 John Ferguson          Drew Simmons

Cleaning:  07/07 – 07/13:  

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  07/14/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
07/21/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
07/14 Any available                                      Betty DiBacco           Any available

July 08  Monday          Don Woods                                      7:15am Thomas
July 09  Tuesday          Adam Barb                          5:00pm Thomas
July 10  Wednesday          Doris M. Silk                          9:00am Parsons
July 11  Thursday          *Debbie Williams                          5:00pm Thomas
July 12  Friday          Rev. John “Jack’ Reich                          6:00pm Parsons 
July 13  Saturday          Rev. Hilarion V. Cann                          9:00am  Parsons
July 13 SATURDAY VIGIL          Rocky Ferguson                          5:00pm  Thomas
July 14  SUNDAY          Joseph & Mary Deegan                          9:00am  Thomas
July 14  SUNDAY                         People of the Parish                                         11:00am  Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Msgr. Anthony“CCincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

