
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, July 14, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
 Jul  21 - 2nd collection for Catholic Communication Campaign
Aug 04 - Ask Father immediately after mass
Aug 06 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the     
                rectory conference room.
Aug 14 - 4th degree Knights will meet at 6pm followed by the     
                Knights of Columbus 2010 meeting at 6:30pm in Thomas.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 07, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking ravioli /sloppy joe mix. In 
subsequent months we will let you know 
what items are needed and ask your 
assistance in this need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $4,324.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $773.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$2,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 17% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $2,692 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 59% of goal met. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Stations of the Cross will be offered on 
Fridays after the 5pm Mass in Thomas in 
reparation for the sins of the clergy who 
have scandalized the faithful and 
disgraced the church.  We will do this until 
our Bishop is appointed.

The Knights of Columbus Council 2010 is having their 100th 
anniversary on July 20th! They will be celebrating this occasion 
on August 3rd at the St. Thomas Center in Thomas immediatly 
following the Saturday vigil mass. There will be finger foods 
and drinks. Everyone (not just Knights!) is welome to attend!

There will be a second collection on July 21st to support the 
Catholic Communication Campaign. The Catholic 
Communication Campaign (CCC) is an opportunity to help 
people across the United States and around the world connect 
with Christ. This fund helps to provide spiritual resources for 
those who live outside the reach of TV and internet through a 
Catholic radio station. Because of you these people will be 
able to hear radio programs that deepen their faith.

As the keynote speaker at a prayer breakfast in 
1994, Mother Teresa came to Washington D.C. 
Hillary Clinton was seated across from Mother 
Teresa and asked her, “Why do you think we 

haven’t had a 
woman president 
as of yet?”
Mother Teresa not 
missing a beat, 
answered, 
“Because she has 
probably been 
aborted.” 

Desire of the Everlasting Hills: Here are three intimate 
and candid portraits of Catholics who try to navigate the 
waters of self-understanding, faith, and homosexuality.
Hope Undimmed: From former porn stars to popular heroes 
and from leading world authorities to religious monks in 
sandals, Hope Undimmed provides surprising answers to the 
most difficult questions. (Interested in learning more? Call 
the rectory to sign up!)

SIGN UP FOR Formed.org!

Seminarian Justin Golna will give a talk on the priesthood on 
Tuesday, July 23, at 7:00pm at the Tip Top Coffee Shop in 
Thomas.  Come out and support our favorite Seminarian, 
Justin, and enjoy an evening of beer, drinks and Catholic talk.
All are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Mark your 
calendars, you do not want to miss this.

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
100th ANNIVERSARY!

PROLIFE CORNER

THEOLOGY ON TAP

SECOND COLLECTION



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks: 519

Total Rosaries since May 2016:  22,362

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for 
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and for the Consecration of Russia to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and for all those seving in our armed 
forces.

'DON'T JUDGE'
HOW TO RESPOND WHEN YOUR RELATIVISTIC FRIEND QUOTES JESUS

It's fascinating how some people who don't regularly read the Bible are quick to quote one scriptural verse back to 
Christians: "Don't judge" (Matthew 7:1). This line is commonly used to silence us from speaking out on moral 
matters.  "You shouldn't tell others what is right or wrong! After all, Jesus said, 'Don't judge!'" But the Bible speaks 
about judging in different ways.  On the one hand, we should never judge a person's soul.  That's what Jesus critiques 
when he says, "Don't judge." Someone's spiritual situation before God is between that person and God alone.
At the same time, Jesus isn't telling us it's evil to use our minds to make judgments about what is right and wrong.  
Indeed, the Bible calls us to make good, wise judgments about many things in life.  St. Paul, for example, says "the 
spiritual man judges all things" (1 Corinthians 2:15). Many people are afraid to say something is morally wrong 
because they don't want to be "judgmental."  But we need to help them see there's a big difference between making a 
moral judgment and judging someone's soul.  Is it okay for me to use my mind and simply make a judgment?  If I 
notice it's raining, I make a judgment: "I should bring my umbrella."  If it's snowing, I make a judgment: "I should 
wear my winter coat."  Am I a mean, bigoted person if I do this?  Of course not.  God gave me a mind.  He wants me 
to use it. Similarly, can I use my mind to make a judgment about someone else's actions?  If I see my toddler about to 
run into the street, can I make the judgment, "That's not good for her.  She might get hit by a car"?  If I do this, I'm not 
saying she's a horrible person or condemning her to hell.  I'm just observing that she is about to do something that 
will cause her great harm. Let's take this a step further.  Can I use my mind and make a judgment about someone 
else's moral actions?  Let's say there's a young female college student who is sleeping around with one man after 
another.  Can I use my mind and make the judgment, "That's not good for her"?  Can I make the judgment, "She's not 
going to be happy living this way.  She's never going to find the lasting love she longs for.  She's made for something 
better"?  Of course. But let's be clear: I'm not judging her soul if I do that.  She may be doing something objectively 
wrong, but I don't know her personal situation before God.  I don't know her background, her situation or her 
wounds.  "Who am I to judge?" Pope Francis would say.  A soul's status before God is something between that person 
and God alone. I wouldn't be judging her soul — that's between her and God alone.  But to love is to will the good of 
another, to seek what's best for the other person. The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes how various factors 
in people's lives may impair their free choices in such a way that limits their culpability or moral guilt.  As Pope 
Francis explains, "Each person's situation before God and their life in grace are mysteries which no one can fully 
know from without." Only God sees the whole picture.  Perhaps this young woman comes from a dysfunctional 
family and has never experienced authentic love.  Maybe she was abused.  Maybe she has always been taught that 
this is what it means to be a liberated woman.  Such a woman doesn't need me condemning her soul.  She needs to 
know God's love, mercy and plan for her life. At the same time — and this is absolutely crucial — if I care about her 
at all, should I say something to her about what she's doing?  If she is a close friend or family member, for example, 
should I talk to her about it? I wouldn't be judging her soul — that's between her and God alone.  But to love is to 
will the good of another, to seek what's best for the other person.  And if I truly love this person, then it's the loving 
thing to show her the better way. Certainly, I should do this prudently, in the right time and in the right way, and 
with great gentleness, humility and compassion. But it is simply not loving to sit back and never desire to share the 
truth with her. Imagine if I see my 2-year-old daughter about to touch the hot stove and I say, "I wouldn't do that.  But 
I don't want to be judgmental.  Whatever makes you happy." Or imagine if my non-swimming toddler is about to 
jump into a swimming pool, and I say, "Oh well … if that works for you! … I personally wouldn't do that, but I don't 
want to impose my views on you.  It's your life."  Would that be a loving thing to do?  Absolutely not.
This gets to another tragedy of moral relativism: Relativism hinders us from loving people. We can become 
indifferent to the needs of the people God has placed in our lives. Instead of responding with love and compassion 
when we notice our brother stumbling in life, we can become apathetic and unresponsive.  We can become like Cain, 
who said, "Am I my brother's keeper?"  That's not love. Let's rise above the culture of relativism and show more love 
for the people in our lives by sharing the truth with them.  By EDWARD SRI

         



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
07/20 Kathy & Pat Kotten    Beth Spencer              Any available!
07/21 Mary Sagace    Diane Rader  Isaac Quatro

Cleaning:  07/14 – 07/20: Lois Matlik & Susie Gutshall  

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of July,
 the Tridentine Mass will be 

offered at the following times and 
church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  07/14/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
07/21/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
07/21 Dee Oldaker & Addie Buckley          Kathy DiBacco         Any available

July 15  Monday                      Ed Harrington                                                        7:15am Thomas
July 16  Tuesday                      Susan Shock                                     5:00pm Thomas
July 17  Wednesday                                                Ken Garlik                                                               9:00am Parsons
July 18  Thursday                                                   NO MASS                                                                 NO MASS
July 19  Friday         Alice Fortini                                                             5:00pm Thomas 
July 20  Saturday         John Good                                                  9:00am  Parsons
July 20 SATURDAY VIGIL         People of the Parish                                          5:00pm  Thomas
July 21  SUNDAY         Martha Nichols                                                      9:00am  Thomas
July 21  SUNDAY                        Dominick Ricottilli                                               11:00am  Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Msgr. Anthony“CCincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

