
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, July 28, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Aug 04 - Ask Father immediately after mass
Aug 06 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the     
                rectory conference room
Aug 14 - 4th degree Knights will meet at 6pm followed by the     
                Knights of Columbus 2010 meeting at 6:30pm in Thomas

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 21, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking ravioli /sloppy joe mix. In 
subsequent months we will let you know 
what items are needed and ask your 
assistance in this need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $2,545.04
Communications Campaign: $486.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $958.00
Communications Campaign: $148.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$2,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 17% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $2,692 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 59% of goal met. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
On this First Friday, we will offer special 
prayer in Thanksgiving for Bishop 
Brennan who will be installed as the 
Bishop of our Dioces on August 22, 2019.  
We will not be offering the Stations of the 
Cross on Fridays since we now have a 
Bishop.

The Knights of Columbus Council 2010 had their 100th 
anniversary on July 20th! They will be celebrating this occasion 
on August 3rd at the St. Thomas Center in Thomas immediatly 
following the Saturday vigil mass. There will be finger foods 
and drinks. Everyone (not just Knights!) is welcome to attend!

Lord, our God, you have chosen Bishop Brennan as a 
successor to the Apostles, to be a shepherd to your flock in 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, grant him, we pray, a 
spirit of counsel and fortitude, a spirit of knowledge and 
piety, so that by faithfully governing the people entrusted to 
him, he may help build your Church as a sign of salvation for 
the world.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.

Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic on Sunday, 
August 11th at 1:00pm at the Knights of Columbus Park! We 
will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed 
Mother and her feast of the Assumption. Then we will have a 
delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus 
providing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and 
beverages for all.  This will also be our farewell party for our 
“king” Seminarian Justin Golna.  He is a blessing to our 
parish and Diocese!

The flowers at the altar and in front of the Blessed Mother 
in St. Thomas Aquinas Church are donated in loving 
memory of the Staron and Saboites families by Barbara and 
Carol Saboites.

“Artificial methods [of birth control] are like 
putting a premium on vice. They make men 
and women reckless. Nature is relentless 
and will have full revenge for any such 
violation of her laws. … If [contraceptive] 
methods become the order of the day, 
nothing but moral degradation can be the 
result. As it is, man has sufficiently 
degraded woman for his lust, and 
[contraception], no matter how well meaning 
the advocates may be, will still further 
degrade her.”   -Mahatma Gandhi

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
100th ANNIVERSARY!

PROLIFE CORNER

2019 PARISH PICNIC & FAREWELL

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS

IN GRATITUDE….



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

CRADLE CATHOLIC - THE NEIGHBORS ARE NOTHING?  (by Susie Lloyd)
     Next door to us growing up lived a family with two girls who were my best pals. They were in a higher brain 
bracket than I was. Their mom was a lawyer. She made sure that the girls took honors courses and that all of their 
grades were A’s. They also knew how to get dinner on the table, to sew, knit, and play the piano. They were great 
swimmers too. They were destined for name colleges and exciting careers with actual incomes. By contrast, I 
daydreamed my way through childhood. Lucky for me, because if I’d been paying attention, I would have had a 
serious inferiority complex.
     My mom was about twenty years older than theirs, an elder in the parental generation who raised kids free 
range (before it was trendy). Mom was a solidly responsible person who delegated her children’s intellectual 
education to the parochial schools. This is fine for normal children but being the inferior that I was, I had no idea 
why I was in school in the first place. No one ever explained the purpose of education to me so I bluffed and 
blundered my way through it, learning random information like pies are square and that what the well-dressed 
pygmy is wearing is nothing. I did my time in school but it all seemed so random. If I brought home a few C’s in 
the process, Mom figured that I had grasped the basics. There was, however, one subject in which Mom expected 
an A. That was Religion. From her I learned that my Faith was The Most Important Thing in my Life. It was in 
fact the Meaning of my Life. My purpose was to go to Heaven and not to Hell. I would meet God. The Trinity – 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. All-knowing, almighty, all-present. The Supreme uncreated singular Being who 
always was and always would be. He loved me. That’s why I was created. I would meet Him. She would meet 
Him. He would ask her if she told me about Him. She was planning to say yes. Mom did not leave this part up to 
the Catholic school because, well, the seventies. She had me study and memorize all I could about Him because 
getting Him right was Everything. I loved it. For once, studying had a purpose. The purpose.
     It awed me – the identity of God. People could debate it all they wanted but it was not a matter of opinion.  
(Nobody’s identity is, right?) God told us who He was in the First Commandment and let us know how important 
it was to get it right. “I am the Lord thy God, thou shalt not have other gods besides me.” The Baltimore 
Catechism further elaborated that God’s identity is revealed to us through Jesus Christ, Who founded the 
Catholic Church, which makes it the true Church, and there can only be one of those. Other churches there were 
but they could not disagree and both be true. A pie might be round; it might be square. It could not be round and 
square at the same time.
     Problem: my best pals were protestant. Or at least I thought they were. They weren’t Catholic. Protestant was 
the only other choice I knew of. I remember thinking that the Protestant Church was started by King Henry VIII 
and Martin Luther – but for some reason, our parochial school gave us Martin Luther King’s birthday off. (This 
was long before it became a national holiday.) It was all very confusing to my inferior brain. But at least I knew 
that if you were Protestant and you were born that way, it was not your fault. That made me feel better about the 
neighbors.
      But one day the neighbors told me that they were not Protestant. They were nothing. Nothing? I pondered.  
How can you be nothing? Being and nothing do not go together. “Our parents think we should grow up and 
choose our religion ourselves,” they explained. Oh okay...so not nothing.  Just not something...yet. I know! How 
about Catholic?  Thus began my missionary career.  I showed them my mother’s collection of lace mantillas, some 
sparkling gemlike rosary beads, and our lovely statue of our Lady of Mount Carmel.  We had enough Catholic 
bric-a-brac in the house to set up a gift shop and I was a born salesman.  I gave out free samples – medals, holy 
cards, rosaries.  Look, this one glows in the dark! Take it home! Try the product! There’s plenty more where that 
came from.  Don’t forget to bless yourself with holy water on your way out. They were fascinated by this strange 
loot and for a while it looked like I was going to close the sale.  Then they showed the stuff to their mom, who 
returned it to my mom, who bit her lip and shook her head at me.  Thus ended my missionary career.
     Mom wasn’t embarrassed that I had tried to sell them on Catholicism, as the ordinary suburban mother would 
have been. She was disappointed I had failed. This was The Most Important Thing in Life and they weren’t 
buying. Looking back, I understand their mother’s reaction. To her, my missionary activity was in the same 
category as the time my sibling hopped their fence to get the ball out of ther pool and, seeing as no one was home, 
stayed in it. The family had then come home and caught them wet handed. And now this. Catching her children’s 
reliably inferior playmate trying to subscribe them to a lifetime membership by luring them with the Catholic 
Starter Kit.  (Continued next week.)

         



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/03  Kathy & Pat Kotten                           Nancy Zizunas         Any available!
08/04  Katlyn Simmons                                Michelle Snyder       Drew Simmons

Cleaning:  07/28 – 08/03:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of August,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  08/11/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
08/18/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/04  Dee Oldaker & Addie Buckley         Tom Gutshall           Any available

July 29  Monday                    *Nancy & Fred Pregley                                 7:15am Thomas
July 30  Tuesday                     Phillip Wilson                             5:00pm Thomas
July 31  Wednesday                                                Mary Agnes DiBacco Miller 9:00am Parsons
Aug 01  Thursday                                                   Lucy Quattro                                   5:00pm Thomas
Aug 02  First Friday         Stan Sedmock       1:00pm C. Acres
Aug 02  First Friday         ADORATION & BENEDICTION                        5:00pm Thomas 
Aug 02  First Friday         Andrew Bluj         6:00pm Thomas
Aug 03  First Saturday         Karen Renzelli                                      9:00am  Parsons
Aug 03  SATURDAY VIGIL         People of the Parish                                                    5:00pm Thomas
Aug 04  SUNDAY         Frank & Sadie Caldrone                             9:00am  Thomas
Aug 04  SUNDAY                        Francis & Arley Mason                                             11:00am  Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Msgr. Anthony“CCincinnati, 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

