
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

18th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, August 04, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Aug 04 - Ask Father (and Justin!) immediately after mass
Aug 06 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the     
                rectory conference room
Aug 21 - 4th degree Knights will meet at 6pm followed by the     
                Knights of Columbus 2010 meeting at 6:30pm in Thomas

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 28, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking ravioli /sloppy joe mix. In 
subsequent months we will let you know 
what items are needed and ask your 
assistance in this need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $1,794.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,129.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$2,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 17% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $2,692 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 59% of goal met. 

Mark your calendars for our annual parish picnic on Sunday, 
August 11th at 1:00pm at the Knights of Columbus Park! We 
will begin with our usual procession in honor of Our Blessed 
Mother and her feast of the Assumption. Then we will have a 
delicious variety of foods with the Knights of Columbus 
providing their signature hamburgers, hotdogs, etc. and 
beverages for all.  This will also be our farewell party for our 
“king” Seminarian Justin Golna.  He is a blessing to our 
parish and Diocese!

What the heck is the Feast of the Assumption of the Virgin 
Mary into Heaven, you ask? The Assumption (August 15) refers 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary being assumed — body and soul — 
into heaven at the end of her earthly life. “Assumption” is 
different than “ascension” because one is passive (i.e. one is 
assumed) emphasizing that Mary did not ascend into heaven 
on her own power but by the power of God, and the other is 
active (i.e. one ascends), Jesus used His own power to raise into 
heaven. As evidenced by the writings of many early Church 
fathers, Christians have believed for more than a millennium 
that the Blessed Virgin was assumed into heaven. In 1950, Pope 
Pius XII issued Munificentissimus Deus which officially 
defined the Dogma of the Assumption. This means that the 
Church officially recognizes this belief as a true and necessary 
part of our Catholic beliefs about Mary. Like all beliefs about 
Mary, they illuminate our most treasured beliefs about her 
Son. The Assumption illustrates to us the truth about Christ’s 
promise of eternal life and the resurrection of the faithful. The 
Feast of the Assumption is a Holy Day of Obligation, and 
Catholics are required to attend Mass. Bunson explained that 
on important feast days, it’s important to mark the significance 
of the feast as especially vital by emphasizing the necessity of 
celebrating the Eucharist that day. “What is more fitting than 
on the Assumption of the Blessed Mother to, once again, focus 
on her Son, on the Eucharist?” he said.     *Please mark your 
calendars for August 15, the Assumption of Mary, a holy day of 
obligation.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
We have a shortage of readers and 
extraordinary ministers in both St. 
Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy 
Churches, would you be willing to help?  
If so please call the parish office to have 
your name added to the list, 304-463-4488.  

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

PROLIFE CORNER2019 PARISH PICNIC & FAREWELL

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

CRADLE CATHOLIC - THE NEIGHBORS ARE NOTHING?  (by Susie Lloyd)
      (Continued from last week…..) Back in the day, my unchurched friends were unique in the neighborhood.  
Everyone else I knew called themselves Catholic or Protestant even if they ate hamburgers on Fridays in Lent or 
only went to services on Christmas and Easter.  No one identified as “nothing.”  Things are different now.  
According to the Pew Research Center 2014 Religious Landscape Study nearly a quarter of the adult population in 
America identifies as “nothing.”
     Among those who are raising kids these days, nothing is just what the neighbors implied – just not something 
yet.  Most parents are okay with their kids choosing a religion when they grow up, even if they themselves do not.  
Awfully broad minded of them, no?  No, actually.  At the basis of this tolerance is the belief that religion doesn’t 
make a difference.  Or that it shouldn’t.
     P.Z. Myers expressed It boldly in an interview in the 2008 documentary, Expelled.  What I want to happen to 
religion in the future is this: I want it to be like bowling.  It’s a hobby, something some people will enjoy, that has 
some virtues to it, that will have its own institutions and its traditions and its own television programming, and 
that families will enjoy together.  It’s not something I want to ban or that should affect hiring and firing 
decisions, or that interferes with public policy.  It will be perfectly harmless as long as we don’t elect our 
politicians on the basis of their bowling score, or go to war with people who play nine-pin instead of ten-pin, or 
use folklore about backspin to make decrees about how biology works.
     This conviction about religion being “perfectly harmless” is not merely held by elite members of the scientific 
community, a.k.a. the world’s magisterium.  Years ago I had a conversation with an elderly lady at our church.  
Half of her family was Ukrainian Orthodox, the other half Ukrainian Catholic.  She went to both and once in a 
while to Protestant services as well.  Family harmony was undiminished.  “We don’t argue,” she said, quite 
triumphantly.  Right.  Because you don’t care.  Religion is fine if it is a sideline, a hobby, a nice thing to do on a 
Sunday morning.  Let’s not argue. It’s not worth it.
What is worth it to most people? Studying hard in school, getting a good job and making something of yourself.  
Sure.  I’m with you.  If you study nothing, work at nothing, and achieve nothing, you will wind up with nothing.  
What parents allow a child to choose math for himself – or not – when he grows up?  They would be setting him 
up for failure.  No ambivalence about established truths in any academic discipline should be tolerated.
     As for this pretended ambivalence about religion, my childhood hunch was right.  “Nothing’ is really 
something.  
     Doesn’t everybody have an idea, a mental picture, a conviction of what is Most Important to them? How to live 
your life, what or whom to love, what is right and what is wrong? Sure, this varies from soul to soul but it is never 
“nothing.” It is not even “not something yet.” Nothing and being do not go together.  The human soul is not an 
empty house.  The house is occupied.  The tenant might be atheism or it might be materialism.  It might be 
pelagianism; it might be existentialism; it might be nihilism.  Then again, it might be recreational shopaholism or 
some other form of divertissement.  It might be something of a more noble stamp like altruism.  But it is 
something.  The house is rented and it is decorated just as surely as our house was decorated in Mid-century 
Catholic gift ship.
     God prohibited the worship of “other gods” but He did not bother to prohibit having no god because it is 
impossible.  Everyone has something or someone occupying God’s place.  Why call it “nothing?” Just say what it 
is.  Identify it.  Worship it outright and in this way, challenge it.  To tell kids they are “nothing” is to confuse 
them just as surely as never telling them the purpose of getting an education.  They will do their time here in this 
life but it will feel random and purposeless.  They will bluff and blunder their way through it.  They’ll grasp the 
basics, such as that there is a God – maybe.  They might even earn C’s and live decent lives and stay out of 
trouble.  But they will likely end up “nothing” themselves, worshipping a god they have never acknowledged but 
which has a firm control over their lives.
     My neighbors were good to me.  They taught me to swim and also not to vacuum up standing water – both of 
which probably saved my life on several occasions.  Better yet, their hard work and good example eventually got 
my attention, thus inspiring me to be less inferior than nature intended.  Their mom got a lot of things right about 
them but it was my mom who got the Most Important Thing right.  She taught me the truth about God. Theirs 
only taught me the truth about nothing: When we said you could choose your religion we meant Unitarian.

         



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/10  Rita Johnson                                       Beth Spencer             Any available!
08/11  Mary Sagace                                       John Ferguson           Isaac Quattro

Cleaning:  08/04 – 08/10:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of August,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  08/11/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
08/18/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/11  Miranda Siler & Ariona Plumley     Joanne Sikarskie      Any available

Aug 05  Monday                Patty Peters                                      7:15am Thomas
Aug 06  Tuesday                Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Castaldo                    5:00pm Thomas
Aug 07  Wednesday                                          Poor Souls in Purgatory      9:00am Parsons
Aug 08  Thursday                                              Gene Randolph                                        5:00pm Thomas
Aug 09  Friday    Katie Curran            5:00pm Thomas
Aug 10  Saturday                Edward F. Silk                            9:00am  Parsons
Aug 10  SATURDAY VIGIL    People of the Parish                                                        5:00pm Thomas
Aug 11  SUNDAY    Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson                                9:00am  Thomas
Aug 11  SUNDAY                   Leah Marco & Lindsay Hart                                         11:00am  Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

