
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

19th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, August 11, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Aug 21 - 4th degree Knights will meet at 6pm followed by the     
                Knights of Columbus 2010 meeting at 6:30pm in Thomas

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
August 04, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking ravioli /sloppy joe mix. In 
subsequent months we will let you know 
what items are needed and ask your 
assistance in this need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $

Our Lady of Mercy:  $

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$2,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 17% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $2,692 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 59% of goal met. 

Our annual parish picnic is finally here!  Please join us today 
after the Sunday Masses at 1:00pm at the Knights of Columbus 
Park in Thomas. We will begin with our usual procession in 
honor of Our Blessed Mother and her feast of the Assumption. 
Then we will have a delicious variety of foods with the 
Knights of Columbus providing their signature hamburgers, 
hotdogs, etc. and beverages for all.  This will also be our 
farewell party for our “king” Seminarian Justin Golna.  He is a 
blessing to our parish and Diocese!

 The Feast of the Assumption is a Holy Day of 
Obligation, and Catholics are required to attend Mass. 
Bunson explained that on important feast days, it’s important 
to mark the significance of the feast as especially vital by 
emphasizing the necessity of celebrating the Eucharist that day. 
“What is more fitting than on the Assumption of the Blessed 
Mother to, once again, focus on her Son, on the Eucharist?” he 
said.  Please note Mass times on the back of the bulletin for 
August 15, the Assumption of Mary, a holy day of obligation.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
We have a shortage of readers and 
eucharistic ministers in both St. Thomas 
Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy 
Churches, would you be willing to help?  
If so please call the parish office to have 
your name added to the list, 304-463-4488.  

Demons are willing to 
send millions of babies 
to heaven, if they can 

make millions of 
MUDERERS on earth.

  —John Piper

Farewell, farewell Seminarian Justin, parting is such sweet 
sorrow.  It has been a pleasure getting to know you these past 
few weeks and we have enjoyed hosting our very first ever 
Seminarian!  God has truly blessed us with your presence, your 
knowledge and your delightful personality.  Although you 
may be far apart, you will remain close in our hearts.  We will 
take our responsibility seriously with regard to praying for you 
as you prepare for your diaconate ordination on October 3, and, 
please God, your priestly ordination in June, 2020.  May Jesus 
and Mary embrace you always.

…UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
For those of you who have been asking what 
type of tree is growing next to Our Lady of 
Mercy Church, it is a Japanese Umbrella Pine 
(Sciadopitys Verticillata).

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

PROLIFE CORNER
2019 PARISH PICNIC & FAREWELL

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

What mysterious power is it that a mother has over 
a son that, when he confesses his guilt, she strives 
to minimize it, even when it shocks her heart…. 

The impure are rarely tolerant of the pure, but only 
the pure can understand the impure.  The more 
saintly the soul of a confessor, the less he dwells 
on the gravity of the offense and the more on the 
love of the offender. Goodness always lifts the 
burden of conscience, and it never throws a stone 
to add to its weight.

There are many sheaves in the field that the priests and sisters and the faithful are 
unable to gather in.  It is Mary's role to follow these reapers to gather the sinners in.  
As Nathaniel Hawthorne said: "I have always envied the Catholics that sweet, sacred, 
Virgin Mother who stands between them and the Deity, intercepting somewhat his 
awful splendor, but permitting his love to stream on the worshiper more intelligibly to 
human comprehension through the medium of a woman's tenderness."

Mary will assist us if we but call upon her.  There is not a single unhappy soul or sinner 
in the world who calls upon Mary who is left without mercy.  Anyone who invokes her 
will have the wounds of his soul healed.  Sin is a crime of lèse-majesté, but the 
Blessed Mother is the refuge.  Saint Anselm said that she "was made the Mother of 
God more for sinners than for the just" — which could hardly be doubted, since our 
Lord himself said that he came not to save the just but to call sinners to repent.

            PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks:  188

Total Rosaries since May 2016:  22,550

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for 
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of 
mary and for the Consecration of Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving 
in our armed forces.

THE BATTLE WITHIN by Jeff Cavins
Jeff Cavins, an internationally-recognized authority of Scripture, provides an ultra-practical guide on how to 
battle sin in the areas of our lives where we tend to fall, and he helps us examine the root causes of our sin in 
order to understand the “why” behind our actions.  Go to Formed.org to learn more.  If you would like to sign-up 
for Formed.org, just give us a call for the code and then go to the formed.org website and follow the instructions.

         

MARY WILL GATHER US INTO THE BARN
VENERABLE ARCHBISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/17  Betty Woods                                       Kathy Supak             Any available!
08/18  Brittiny Cross                                     Diane Rader              Mateo Hinkle

Cleaning:  08/11 – 08/18:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of August,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  08/11/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
08/18/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/18  Dee Oldaker & Addie Buckley         Betty Jane DiBacco  Any available

Aug 12  Monday                      *Nicole Shaffer                           7:15am Thomas
Aug 13  Tuesday                       Michael Moran                           5:00pm Thomas
Aug 14  Wednesday            Louis & Margaret Macuilla 9:00am  Parsons
Aug 14  Wednesday (Vigil)                                   Martha Nichols 7:00pm Parsons
Aug 15  Thursday (Assumption of Mary)           Esther Bronco                                 7:00am Thomas
Aug 15  Thursday (Assumption of Mary)           Scotty Lambert                                                           7:00pm Thomas
Aug 16  Friday           Gene Randolph    5:00pm Thomas
Aug 17  Saturday                       Vina Nolan                         9:00am  Parsons
Aug 17  SATURDAY VIGIL           Pamela Palmer                                                5:00pm Thomas
Aug 18  SUNDAY           People of the Parish                           9:00am  Thomas
Aug 18  SUNDAY                          Eula Jean & Henry Udovich                                    11:00am  Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

