
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

20th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, August 18, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Aug 19 - 4th Degree KofC Dinner at Muttleys 6pm.
Aug 21 - 4th Degree KofC meeting -6pm; Council -6:30pm Thomas
Sept 01 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11am Mass
Sept 02 - LABOR DAY 
Sept 08 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will meet after the     
                 11am Mass

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
August 11, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking ravioli /sloppy joe mix. In 
subsequent months we will let you know 
what items are needed and ask your 
assistance in this need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $2,584.23

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,198.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$2,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 17% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $2,692 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 59% of goal met. 

We have a shortage of readers and extraordinary ministers in 
both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches.  
Would you be willing to help?  If so please call the parish 
office to have your name added to the list, 304-463-4488.  
Thank you!

For those of us who wish to stay in contact with Justin 
Golna, our seminarian from the summer, his contact 
information is:           
            Justin Golna
           Pontifical North American College
           00120 Vatican City State 
           Europe
           justingolna@gmail.com
Feel free to send him an e-mail or a letter! Remember to 
pray for him as he will be ordained a deacon on October 
3rd in St. Peter’s Basilica in  Rome!

How did we get to this point?  
“We as Catholics have not 
properly combatted it (the culture 
of death) because we have not 
been taught our Catholic Faith, 
especially in the depth needed to 
address these grave evils of our 
time.  This is a failure of 
catechesis both of children and 
young people that has been going 
on for 50 years.”

--Cardinal Raymond Burke

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

PROLIFE CORNER
SLOW ME DOWN LORD

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

OUR FAVORITE SEMINARIAN’S 
CONTACT INFORMATION

Slow me down Lord, Ease the pounding of my heart by the 
quieting of my mind.  Steady my hurried pace with a vision 
of the eternal reach of time. Give me, amid the confusion of 
the day, the calmness of the everlasting hills.
Break the tension of my nerves and muscles with the 
soothing music of the singing streams that live in my 
memory.  Help me to know the magical restoring power of 
sleep.
Teach me the art of taking minute vacations - of slowing 
down to look at a flower, to chat with a friend, to pat a dog, 
to read a few lines of a good book.
Slow me down, Lord, and inspire me to send my roots deep 
into the soil of Life’s enduring values that I may grow 
toward the stars of my greater destiny.



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

            PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks:  121

Total Rosaries since May 2016:  22,671

Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for 
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and for the Consecration of Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving 
in our armed forces.

WE NEED TO TALK
by: MICHELLE SCHROEDER (Catholic Sistas)

Something has been a little off in my relationship with Jesus lately, so I talked to Him 
about it in prayer.  In front of the Blessed Sacrament, I looked up wondered why things 
felt different. I told Jesus, “We need to talk. It’s not you, it’s me.” 
No, I don’t want to break up with Jesus! The last thing I want is to be apart from Him, but 
our relationship needed work. It felt a little like we hit a plateau. For a while, I felt like I 
was growing in leaps and bounds in my relationship with Christ. I was learning more 
and seemed to be having more of those awesome, “AH-HA!” moments of clarity and 
understanding. Of course, Jesus hasn’t pulled back. His love is constant and ever-lasting 
so I knew any issues were definitely my doing. But I also wasn’t consciously aware that I 
was pulling back either, so I felt confused. It wasn’t until I sat in adoration talking to 
Jesus about the situation that He began to shine a light on what was going on. He ever so 
gently reminded me that I had recently been contributing a little less to our relationship 
than I was before.
I had, without realizing it, been becoming a little lax about a few things. I had some 
changes in my work life and it threw my prayer schedule off a bit. In my new morning 
routine, I was still praying but it felt rushed and I was frequently skipping reading 
Scripture. I knelt down in the Chapel and told Him that I was struggling a bit to figure 
out how to get back on track. I asked Him to let me feel that closeness, that light that I so 
longed to feel when I thought about Him again. And just like that I did. All I had to do 
was ask and it was like He flipped a light switch!
Well, that’s not exactly all I had to do. No matter what type of relationships we have in 
our lives, whether it’s friends, families or spouses, we know that every relationship takes 
effort. Relationships aren’t two people giving 50/50, they are two people giving all. Let’s 
face it, Jesus is always going to give 100% and we have to do our part. I hadn’t. I had 
slacked off a tad and it showed. So, after I asked Him to help me get that warm, fuzzy 
feeling back, I had to do what was necessary to keep it going. For me and my situation, 
this required looking at my schedule and re-vamping my routine to make Jesus a 
priority.  Like any of our human relationships, it meant that I had to sacrifice a little to 
make it better. I had to give a little more and Jesus accepted it with the grace and love that 
only He can. And He didn’t just accept it – He perfected it. Jesus took my little offering of 
effort and made it into more than I could have imagined. 
My encouragement to you is that when you feel like your relationship with Christ isn’t 
what it was or what you hoped it would be, talk to Him about it. Ask Jesus to help you 
draw closer to Him and be willing to give what you can. It will be enough because Jesus 
wants us close to Him, so He’s always there to pick up our slack.

         

https://www.catholicsistas.com/author/michelle-schroeder/


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/24  Rita Johnson                                       Nancy Zizunas         Any available!
08/25  Katlyn Simmons                                Matt Hinkle               Aaron Quattro

Cleaning:  08/11 – 08/18:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of August,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  08/11/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
08/18/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason & 
Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/25  Miranda Siler & Ariona Plumley     Kathy DiBacco         Any available

Aug 19  Monday                      Leslie & Helen Holz                 7:15am Thomas
Aug 20  Tuesday                      Olga Hawrot                           5:00pm Thomas
Aug 21  Wednesday            Alice & Ray Dye               9:00am  Parsons
Aug 22  Thursday                                                    Joseph & Mary Deegan                                              7:15am Thomas
Aug 23  Friday           Richard Bednarz    5:00pm Thomas
Aug 24  Saturday                       Doris M. Silk                         9:00am  Parsons
Aug 24 SATURDAY VIGIL           Jack Evans                                               5:00pm Thomas
Aug 25  SUNDAY           People of the Parish                           9:00am  Thomas
Aug 25  SUNDAY                          David F. Silk                                                              11:00am  Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; or Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, Jr., 270. For 
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, 
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click 
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn 
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse 
of children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. 
 Under “Issues and Action,” click child and Youth Protection” from 
the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

