
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, September 01, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Sept 01 - ASK FATHER immediately following the 11am Mass
Sept 02 - LABOR DAY (Mass at 9am.)
Sept 08 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will meet after the     
                 11am Mass
Sept 08 - Religious Education classes begin.
Sept 11 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00pm
                 followed by their regular meeting at 6:30pm in Parsons

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
August 25, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking ravioli /sloppy joe mix. In 
subsequent months we will let you know 
what items are needed and ask your 
assistance in this need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $2,285.20

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,024.00

St. Thomas Aquinas………..$2,107 pledged
(Goal: $12,565) 17% of goal met.

Our Lady of Mercy……….  $2,692 pledged
(Goal: $4,545) 59% of goal met. 

We have a shortage of readers and extraordinary ministers in 
both St. Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy Churches.  
Would you be willing to help?  If so please call the parish 
office to have your name added to the list, 304-463-4488.  
Thank you!

Mark your calendars, Religious Education classes will begin 
in two weeks on September 08 in Thomas following the 9am 
Mass and in Parsons (more details to follow later).  Fr. Grassi 
will have a brief CCD information meeting with all the 
parents following Mass on that day.

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume their 
monthly meetings on Sunday, September 8, immediately 
following the 11am Mass in Parsons.  We would like to invite 
all ladies of the church to attend our meetings and/or 
participate in fundraisers, parties or other social events.  We 
appreciate your ideas, talents and support in making our 
Guild a success.

      “Something nonhuman   
    doesn’t become human by   
       getting older or bigger;   
  whatever is human is human   
         from the beginning.”  
            —Randy Alcorn“Football Frenzy” tickets are now available.  Help support the 

Knights of Columbus in this important fund raiser.  See any 
Knight for tickets.  (Buy two get one online free.)

Ladies, Mark Your Calendars! 
The Ladies Day of Reflection will be Friday 
October 25th with the Nashville Dominican 

Sisters.  Details coming!

CATHOLIC SHARING APPEAL
“SOWING SEEDS OF HOPE”

PRO-LIFE

 CORNER
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

WOMEN’S GUILD MEETINGS RESUME

K OF C FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS



Please pray the Rosary remembering reparation for 
Sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and for the Consecration of Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary and for all those serving
In our armed forces.

    PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks:  366
Total Rosaries since May 2016:  23,037

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES
by: MICHELLE SCHROEDER

I imagine that most of us aren’t completely confident when we think about our final judgement before 
God. I mean, let’s face it, not one of us is certain of what to expect. Sure, we’ve heard a variety of 
suppositions about what kind of questions we may be asked or how we may have to account for our 
behavior, but again, we’re not exactly sure about what is going to happen. But answering for my sins 
doesn’t stress me out too much and it’s certainly not because I don’t have any! It’s because I know what 
they are. I am very aware of the times that I have chosen gossip over silence, anger over forgiveness, pride 
over humility and so forth. I know that I do my best to repent and go to confession regularly, but I also 
know that’s probably not all there is to it.

Each time we pray the formula for general confession in Mass, I am reminded of the source of my concern 
about my judgement. It’s not the “what I have done” part but the “what I failed to do” that strikes fear in 
me. It’s the unknown, the stuff I’ve missed. What gives me pause are all the chances God gave me to be 
kind, loving and merciful to people that I totally ignored. Maybe I was busy and didn’t think I had time to 
go out of my way to help someone. Maybe I was tired and hit decline on the incoming phone call because I 
didn’t feel like listening to the person on the other end. Maybe I averted my eyes instead of sharing a 
loving look with a person who was struggling with sadness or grief. I’m not proud of any of these things 
but I’m sure I’ve done them and thus failed to be Jesus’ hands and feet and heart to others.

My fear is that all of these missed opportunities will be shown to me, newsreel style – I know that’s weird 
but it’s my imaginary judgement. I fear it will be a cringeworthy display of my selfishness. But then, in His 
infinite mercy, I pray that God will have another newsreel reminding me of the times I didn’t fail. I’ll be 
shown the small things I did that made a difference to people that maybe I never realized. This would 
show things like the compliment I paid to a mom who felt tired and wrecked, the kind note I wrote to a 
coworker who desperately needed it, the hugs I gave, the love I shared that may not have even been on my 
radar. I’m resolving to try hard to live so that newsreel is far longer than the first one. It’s not easy because 
it requires us to put the needs of others ahead of our own needs. It means we have to put our own mood, 
exhaustion and stress on the back burner to focus on someone else, maybe even a stranger.

Will you join me in looking for the opportunities you have to share God’s mercy and love with someone 
today?

         

https://www.catholicsistas.com/author/michelle-schroeder/


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
09/07  Betty Woods                                        Kathy Supak            Any available!
09/08  Brittiny Cross                                      John Ferguson         Isaac Quattro

Cleaning:  09/01 – 09/07:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of September,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  09/08/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
09/15/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason, Elaine 
Watson, Paula Siler & Jimmy 

Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
09/08  Miranda Siler & Ariona Plumley     Tom Gutshall           Any available

Sept 02  Monday Joseph Fortini               9:00am Thomas
Sept 03  Tuesday *Matthew, Timothy & Thomas Holz 5:00pm Thomas
Sept 04  Wednesday Poor Souls in Purgatory 9:00am  Parsons
Sept 05  Thursday Don Woods                                                               5:00pm Thomas
Sept 06  First Friday Darlene Sedmock 1:00pm Cort. Acres
Sept 06  First Friday ADORATION & BENEDICTION 5:00pm Parsons
Sept 06  First Friday John & Anna Debevits 6:00pm Parsons
Sept 07  First Saturday Karen Renzelli 9:00am  Parsons
Sept 07  SATURDAY VIGIL Anna Lawrence 5:00pm Thomas
Sept 08  SUNDAY People of the Parish 9:00am  Thomas
Sept 08  SUNDAY Merce & Joe Gummerson                                 11:00am  Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

