
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, September 08, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Sept 08 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will meet after the     
                 11am Mass
Sept 11 - Religious Education classes begin in Thomas.
Sept 11 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00pm
                 followed by their regular meeting at 6:30pm in Parsons

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
September 01, 2019

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking ravioli /sloppy joe mix. In 
subsequent months we will let you know 
what items are needed and ask your 
assistance in this need for our community.

FOOD PANTRY

St. Thomas:   $3,842.52

Our Lady of Mercy:  $840.00

We have a shortage of readers and 
extraordinary ministers in both St. 
Thomas Aquinas and Our Lady of Mercy 
Churches.  Would you be willing to help?  
If so please call the parish office to have 
your name added to the list, 304-463-4488.  
Thank you!

Religious Education classes will begin this week on 
Wednesday, September 11 in Thomas.  Fr. Grassi will have a 
brief CCD information meeting with all the parents 
following Mass today.

The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will resume their 
monthly meetings today Sunday, September 8, immediately 
following the 11am Mass in Parsons.  We would like to invite 
all ladies of the church to attend our meetings and/or 
participate in fundraisers, parties or other social events.  We 
appreciate your ideas, talents and support in making our 
Guild a success.

“Football Frenzy” tickets are now available.  Help support the 
Knights of Columbus in this important fund raiser.  See any 
Knight for tickets.  (Buy two get one online free.)

A Ladies Day of Reflection will be held on Friday, October 25, 
2019 at the St. Thomas Center BEGINNING at 9:00 AM.  The 
day will include Adoration, Benediction, Mass and 
Confessions will be available with visiting priests.  The day 
should end at about 4:00 PM.  The retreat will be run by the 
Nashville Dominican Sisters.  All are strongly encouraged to 
attend.  Breakfast snacks, Lunch and other snacks provided.

SIGN UP SHEET IN THE BACK OF BOTH CHURCHES.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

                 I AM A PERSON.
Hath not a person eyes?  Hath not 
a person hands, organs, 
dimensions, senses…
If you prick us do we not bleed?  
If you poison us, do we not die?

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

PRO-LIFE

 CORNER
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

LADIES, MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

WOMEN’S GUILD MEETINGS RESUME

K OF C FOOTBALL FRENZY TICKETS



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

                     LEAD ME: LETTING GO AND LETTING GOD
Imagine, your eyesight is temporarily impaired, and you are totally reliant on another to guide you.  A friend 
comes along to comfort you and asks to walk with you. Reluctantly, depending upon the intimacy of your 
relationship, you allow yourself to be led. As the two of you journey along, your friend alerts you of bumps in 
the road ahead, assists you safely crossing streets, stepping down curbs and climbing upstairs.  At times 
though, you pull away confident your way is the way. This causes you to trip or even stumble. Gently your 
friend pulls you back or sets you right, as you realize having someone to walk with is good. Eventually you 
become adept at listening for cues, even sensing the direction you are being guided next. And, after a time 
your bond has grown, your anxiety has lessened, and you find you are at peace.
Saint Teresa of Avila’s definition of prayer: “Prayer is nothing else than an intimate friendship, a frequent 
heart-to-heart with Him by whom we know ourselves to be loved.”  Daily prayer is necessary in order for us to 
mature in faith, growing closer to God. This is a discipline of the will and a devotion of the heart and mind. It 
is thanksgiving and petition in daily communion with God. I liken it to the everyday interaction I have with 
my closest friend.  When we do not habitually communicate with one another our friendship changes, our 
intimacy dwindles. We intentionally make time to connect in order to maintain the closeness of our 
relationship. Sometimes this is as simple as a text message exchange until we can catch up with one another in 
deeper conversation.  This connectivity is what allows us to freely spill our hearts out to one another. Prayer is 
like that too.  We need – no, we must carve out quiet time each day inviting God into our lives, building a 
friendship. 
God thirsts (JOHN 19:28) for us. He is the first initiator of prayer. This is worth spending a lifetime meditating 
on.  God thirsts for us.  He initiates the conversation with us because He loves us and longs for us to fall as 
deeply in love with Him as He is with us.   It is so amazing!  Our God, Creator of all is pursuing a uniquely 
intimate relationship with each one of us.  Are we willing and intent on showing up and sharing ourselves 
with Him?  When we make time to offer God our hearts and minds in prayer each day, we acknowledge in 
faith our desire to be in relationship with Him too. Consider what may be preventing you from a deeper 
prayer life? And, then begin by asking God to help you come to Him freely. Maybe you have heard that saying, 
“A friend is someone who knows everything about you and likes you anyway”. God knows. There is nothing 
about us that is hidden from Him and yet He loves us infinitely more than we comprehend.  To mature in faith, 
we should be honest and genuine with ourselves and God in prayer. We don’t need to dress it up or make it 
pretty.  It is our weaknesses, our fears and our failures He wants us to bring to Him, along with our gratitude 
and thanksgiving.  God is the Father that longs for us to stop and talk with Him about the things that fill us up 
and those that break our hearts. Cast all your worries upon Him because He cares for you. (1 Peter 5:7). 
Time spent in the company of friends is joyful, light work. Mostly that is true, however, there are periods when 
it is laborious and can feel like a chore.  In any relationship that matters, we experience seasons that require 
patience and endurance while working through difficulties.  This happens in our prayer life, especially when 
we allow our feelings to dictate the depth or quality of our conversations with God.  Our emotions are 
unreliable.  There will be stages when our prayer life seems insufficient and lifeless.  Yet, we must fight back 
discouragement and maintain faithfulness especially when we feel the absence of God’s response to our 
petitions.  Show up, allow God to do the work. He is patiently and unceasingly drawing us into a deeper 
friendship and spiritual life.
We need friends to walk with us in this everyday life.  Good, gracious friends teach us much about the bond of 
love. We do not know what any given day will bring us. Blessings or burdens, each a different gift from God. 
He is working through people and situations in our life to turn our hearts and minds to Him. Be still and know 
that I am God. Be not hesitant or lukewarm in opening your heart to our Father.  Be steadfast and confident God 
hears you. (1 JOHN 5:14)  We are called to do God’s will as Jesus did. Love God with our whole heart and 
mind and love our neighbors as ourselves is what Jesus told us.  But this mission is impossible without leaning 
on the power and grace of God. We need Him to guide us in the way we ought to go. We cannot do this 
without the intimate exchange of heart-to-heart with Him. Our Father is waiting with arms wide open to 
embrace us. He yearns to fill us up with his goodness, joy, peace, kindness, mercy and love so that we may 
share our abundance with all those we encounter.  We can choose to give our whole heart or just a little; that is 
the battle. He thirsts for you. Be still, pray and be led.   by:  MANDI WELMAN

         

http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/19
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%253A14&version=NABRE
https://www.catholicsistas.com/author/mandy-welman/%22%20%5Co%20%22More%20about%20Mandi%20Welman


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
09/14  Rita Johnson                                       Nancy Zizunas         Any available!
09/15  Katlyn Simmons                                Diane Rader              Mateo Hinkle

Cleaning:  09/08 – 09/14:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of September,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -  7:30am,
 (Low Mass)  09/08/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
09/15/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call

Mary Frances Evans  (304) 463-4413
Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Vincent 

DiBacco, Mary Johnson, Joanne 
Michael,  Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,  

Martha Wolf, Donna Mason, Elaine 
Watson, Paula Siler & Jimmy 

Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
09/15  Dee Oldaker & Addie Buckley         Joanne Sikarskie      Any available

Sept 09  Monday Patty Peters                7:15am Thomas
Sept 10  Tuesday            *Katie Rabideau & Akbar Ghous 5:00pm Thomas
Sept 11  Wednesday Sr. Pat Marren 9:00am  Parsons
Sept 12  Thursday Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson 5:00pm Thomas
Sept 13  Friday Pauline Hoshall 5:00pm Thomas
Sept 14  Saturday Fr. Steve Dube 9:00am  Parsons
Sept 14  SATURDAY VIGIL J. Pat Nichols 5:00pm Thomas
Sept 15  SUNDAY People of the Parish 9:00am  Thomas
Sept 15  SUNDAY V.J. Horowitz                                 11:00am  Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

