
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

31st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, November 03, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

St. Thomas:   $1,776.06

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,288.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
October 27, 2019

PUBLIC SQUARE ROSARY

SECOND COLLECTION
TODAY

VISITING PRIEST

QUILT RAFFLE and BASKET RAFFLE

The second collection TODAY is for the 
Benefit of the Archdiocese of Military 
Services (AMS). Your donation will help 
minister to those who put themselves in 
harm’s way to protect this great nation of 
ours. Your kind donation will in essence 
ensure support for the free exercise of the 
Catholic Faith in the U.S. Armed Forces, 
in keeping with the liberties our 
Constitution guarantees; the very same 
freedoms our men and women in 
uniform risk their lives to defend. 

PRO LIFE CORNERTHANKSGIVING DINNER

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Nov 05 - Society of St. Thomas Women’s meeting at 7pm in the     
                Parish Center
Nov 10 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting following
                the 11am Mass in Parsons

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking ravioli /sloppy joe mix. In 
subsequent months we will let you know 
what items are needed and ask your 
assistance in this need for our community.

From Nov. 1st to Nov. 8th  
To gain a PLENARY INDULGENCE one must observe the 3 
conditions for obtaining indulgences in addition to either 
visiting a cemetery each day or visiting a church or a public 
oratory on Nov. 2 and reciting one Our Father and the Creed. 
To gain a PARTIAL INDULGENCE one must devoutly visit a 
cemetery and pray for the departed, even if the prayer is only 
mental.   You may also gain a partial indulgence when the Eternal 
Rest prayer is prayed during the month of November

The Society of St. Thomas Women is selling chances on a quilt 
and Christmas baskets. The drawings will be held on Sunday, 
December 15th after the 9am Mass in Thomas.  Please see one 
of the ladies after Mass to get your tickets.

Fr. Martin Smay will be covering the weekend Masses for Fr. 
Grassi.  He will also offer Mass on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday morning and confessions will be available 30 min 
before each Mass and at 4:00pm on Sat. as well. 

Preparation is already underway for the 2019 Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis and 
Thomas area. This year the dinner will be at 12:30pm and will be 
hosted again in the St. Thomas Center. Volunteers, donations of 
time, talents and gifts will be needed to provide the following: baked 
sliced turkeys (turkeys have already been purchased), Stovetop 
stuffing, pumpkin pies and bring them to the St. Thomas Center by 
9:30am on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 28; donations of money for 
green beans, cool whip, butter, and gravy for the dinner; help to 
prepare and serve the meals starting at 10:00am in the kitchen at St. 
Thomas Center; help to deliver meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-
Benbush area and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash 
dishes and clean up the Center. If you plan on helping with any of 
the above mentioned items or you have any questions please call 
Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).  

PLENARY AND PARTIAL INDULGENCES 
FOR THE POOR SOULS  

FOOD PANTRY



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

Sister Josefa Menendez’s Description of Hell                    
“The Way of Divine Love” consists largely of her notebooks, that she wrote down under obedience from our 
Lord, with the revelations of his Sacred Heart, plus portions of her biography. This young Spanish sister, who 
had a short religious life of great suffering, experienced revelations throughout much of her life, compiled in 
The Way of Divine Love.  More than once, she was taken to Hell to witness and feel the suffering first-hand.  
Sister Josefa was reluctant to write on the subject of Hell, and did so only to conform to Our Lord’s wishes.  
Sister Josefa repeatedly dwelt on what she described as the greatest torment of Hell, namely, the soul’s inability 
to love.  One of these damned souls cried out: “This is my torture…that I want to love and cannot; there is 
nothing left me but hatred and despair. If one of us could so much as make a single act of love…But we cannot, 
we live on hatred and malevolence…” (March 23, 1922).
The following is quoted verbatim from the book “Way of Divine Love” of Sister Josefa Menendez (1890-1923). 
She records, too, the accusations made against themselves by these unhappy souls:
“Some yell because of the martyrdom of their hands.  Perhaps they were thieves, for they say: ‘Where is our loot 
now?’ …Cursed hands…Others curse their tongues, their eyes…whatever was the occasion of sin…’Now, O 
body, you are paying the price of the delights you granted yourself!…and you did it of your own free 
will…’” (April 2, 1922).
“I saw several souls fall into Hell, and among them was a child of fifteen, cursing her parents for not having 
taught her to fear God nor that there was a hell.  Her life had been a short one, she said, but full of sin, for she 
had given in to all that her body and passions demanded in the way of satisfaction…” (March 22, 1923).
“My soul fell into abysmal depths, the bottom of which cannot be seen, for it is immense…; Then I was pushed 
into one of those fiery cavities and pressed, as it were, between burning planks, and sharp nails and red-hot 
irons seemed to be piercing my flesh.  I felt as if they were endeavoring to pull out my tongue, but could not.  
This torture reduced me to such agony that my very eyes seemed to be starting out of their sockets.  I think this 
was because of the fire which burns, burns…not a finger nail escapes terrifying torments, and all the time one 
cannot move even a finger to gain some relief, not change posture, for the body seems flattened out and [yet] 
doubled in two.  Sounds of confusion and blasphemy cease not for an instant.
A sickening stench asphyxiates and corrupts everything, it is like the burning of putrefied flesh, mingled with 
tar and sulfur…a mixture to which nothing on earth can be compared…although these tortures were terrific, 
they would be bearable if the soul were at peace.  But it suffers indescribably…All I have written,” she 
concluded, “is but a shadow of what the soul suffers, for no words can express such dire torment.” (September 
4, 1922).
“It seemed to me that the majority accused themselves of sins of impurity, of stealing, of unjust trading; and that 
most of the damned are in Hell for these sins.” (April 6, 1922).
“I saw many worldly people fall into Hell, and no words can render their horrible and terrifying cries: ‘Damned 
forever…I deceived myself; I am lost…I am here forever…There is no remedy possible…a curse on me…”
“Some accused people, others circumstances, and all execrated the occasions of their damnation.” (September 
1922).
“Today, I saw a vast number of people fall into the fiery pit…they seemed to be worldlings and a demon cried 
vociferously: ‘The world is ripe for me…I know that the best way to get hold of souls is to rouse their desire for 
enjoyment…Put me first…me before the rest…no humility for me! but let me enjoy myself…This sort of thing 
assures victory to me…and they tumble headlong into hell.’” (October 4,1923).
“I heard a demon, from whom a soul had escaped, forced to confess his powerlessness. ‘Confound it all…how 
do so many manage to escape me?  They were mine’ (and he rattled off their sins)…’I work hard enough , yet 
they slip through my fingers…Someone must be suffering and repairing for them.’” (January 15, 1923). 
(“Repairing,” that is, “making reparation” for them).

         



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
11/09 Donna Walker                                     Nancy Zizunas         Any available!
11/10 Brittiny Cross                                      Matt Hinkle               Mateo Hinkle

Cleaning:  11/10 – 11/16:  Cindy Long & Betty DiBacco

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of November,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -  NO MASS -
 CANCELLED

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
11/17/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Mary 
Johnson, Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,   

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 
Siler, Anne McVicker, Paul 

Wojtkowski & Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
11/10 Dee Oldaker & Addie Buckley          Fred Sikarskie          Any available

Nov. 04  Monday -      No Mass
Nov. 05  Tuesday -      No Mass
Nov. 06  Wednesday -      No Mass
Nov. 07  Thursday          Frank Hoffner  5:00pm Thomas
Nov. 08  Friday   Gene Randolph 5:00pm Thomas
Nov. 09  Saturday       Audrey Meara 9:00am Parsons
Nov. 09  SATURDAY VIGIL Adella Ubl        5:00pm Thomas
Nov. 10  SUNDAY Roy & Josephine Carr      9:00am  Thomas
Nov. 10  SUNDAY            People of the Parish                                              11:00am  Parsons 

                                             

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

