
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, November 10, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

St. Thomas:   $2,160.22
Archdiocese of Military Services:  $533.58

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,112.00
Archdiocese of Military Services:  $252.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
November 03, 2019

RECLAIM SEXUAL HEALTH

Reclaim Sexual Health is a state of
the art, online recovery program for 
individuals struggling with 
pornography and other unhealthy 
sexual behaviors.  It is a professional 
and science based Catholic online 
program. Struggling individuals can 
safely go online and receive the 
education,tools, resources and 
support they so desperately need. 
Accessible 24/7 ~ Affordable ~ 
Accountability.  Go to      
     www.reclaimsexualhealth.com

THANKSGIVING DINNER

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Nov 13 - 4th Degree Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00pm
                 followed by their regular meeting at 6:30pm in Parsons
Nov 28 - Thanksgiving Day
Dec 01 - First Sunday of Advent
Dec 01 - ASK FATHER
Dec 08 - OLM Women’s Guild Meeting after the 11am Mass
Dec 09 - The Immaculate Conception

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking dry noodles / rice. In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

 ~ Items for Christmas Basket donations are due on    
     Dec. 3rd.

 ~ Ticket proceeds for the quilt and christmas                  
     basket drawings can be turned in to Betty 
     Woods, Anita Flanagan, Emily Lambruno or 
     Renee DiBacco at anytime.  We will continue to 
     have tickets available until Dec. 15th prior to the    
     drawings.  Both drawings will be held on Dec.   
     15th after the 9am Mass.

~  Our Christmas Cookie bake sale will be after the    
     9am Mass on Dec. 15th in the Rectory 
     conference room.  Any donations bring before 
     Mass.

Preparation is already underway for the 2019 Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Dinner for shut-ins and people of the Davis 
and Thomas area. This year the dinner will be at 12:30pm 
and will be hosted again in the St. Thomas Center. 
Volunteers, donations of time, talents and gifts will be 
needed to provide the following: baked sliced turkeys 
(turkeys have already been purchased), Stovetop stuffing, 
pumpkin pies and bring them to the St. Thomas Center by 
9:30am on Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 28; donations of 
money for green beans, cool whip, butter, and gravy for the 
dinner; help to prepare and serve the meals starting at 
10:00am in the kitchen at St. Thomas Center; help to 
deliver meals in the Davis-Thomas, Pierce-Benbush area 
and Pineview apt.; a group of people to help wash dishes 
and clean up the Center. If you plan on helping with any of 
the above mentioned items or you have any questions please 
call Kathy & Pat Kotten (866-6243).  

ACTIVITIES OF THE ST. THOMAS 
WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION

FOOD PANTRY



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
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November and the Holy Souls in Purgatory
By: DIANA VON GLAHN

As the month of October quickly comes to a close, my first thought is WHERE DID IT GO?! Wasn’t it just 
Summer? Did I pray enough rosaries?
Then, I accept the fact that winter is upon us and my thoughts turn to pumpkin flavored everything, 
thermals, hot chocolate, and the Holy Souls in Purgatory.
Is that creepy? I don’t know if it’s because I was raised by a Mexican mother who is always talking 
about death, or that I’ve been Catholic my whole life, that I feel so close to the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
and am so unafraid of death. Whatever it is, I like it.
Don’t get me wrong–some ways of dying scare the heck out of me. I won’t go into gory detail, but sharks and 
bears are at the top of the list. Aside from the way I die, though, dying doesn’t scare me.
Recently, whilst in Portugal filming for our upcoming series, The Faithful Traveler in Portugal, the topic of 
dying came up. My driver and guide Manuel and I were discussing it as we drove to the next of a long line of 
amazing sacred sites. When I told him that I actually welcomed death, he said he thought I was crazy.
“But what about all of the amazing things this world has to offer?” he argued. “The food! The experiences! 
The people!”
“Well, sure!” I said, “But I’d imagine that either they will all be in Heaven, or that Heaven will be so 
amazing, I won’t miss them at all! Plus,” I said, “it’s here where life is hard! Here, I encounter temptation and 
I sin. But once I die, it’s all over! I get to start paying off my time in Purgatory–God willing–and then, 
eventually, I’ll make it to Heaven!”
He shook his head. “I’ve never heard anyone say anything like this.”
He hasn’t met my mom.
As long as I’ve lived, my mom has talked freely and openly about dying. “When I die,” she’ll say, and list off 
a number of things my sisters and I are supposed to do at her funeral or after we bury her. I believe, so far, 
I’m supposed to play my trumpet at her funeral and I’ve promised to bury her beloved travel spoons with 
her–the dust collectors that she has collected over the years from cities she and my sisters have visited, and 
which she promised to bequeath to me. We’re always talking about when we die in my family, and it’s 
always seemed normal to me. It is, after all, the normal course of life. You’re born, you live, you die. The end. 
As a Catholic, I would never presume to say that I am going straight to Heaven when I die. The thought 
makes me laugh. Me? Go straight to Heaven?! Psh. I’ll fling myself willingly into the fires of Purgatory a 
billion times until I’m clean enough to stand before my Lord and my God.
I recently had this discussion with a cousin who left the Catholic Church. She’s certain that she, and her 
parents, are going to Heaven. Hey. Good for you, I thought. I’m glad you’re all saints. Me? I know I’m a 
sinner and I’m going to need some cleaning up first. I told her that I prayed that I and my parents would 
make it to Heaven, and I do. And when my parents die, I’ll keep praying for them until the day I die. I hope 
everyone does the same for me. ‘Cause I’m gonna need it.
What do I think when people tell me that their loved ones who have recently died are “now in Heaven”?
Ugh . . . I know this is going to upset some people . . . but in all honesty, I think, “yeah . . . I’ll pray for them.”
Why? Is it inconceivable that some people go straight to Heaven? Oh, goodness no. But I think that that 
privilege is reserved for the real saints among us–the Mother Teresas, Pope John Paul IIs, Blessed Jacintas 
and Franciscos. Are you as holy as they are? Yeah, neither am I. You and I, well, we sin. And sin has 
consequences–earthly ones and spiritual ones. Because we have free will to choose to sin, we also have to 
accept, and expect, the consequences of our sin to fall on us. We have to make it right. That’s where 
Purgatory comes in.  (continued next week)….

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks:  273

Total Rosaries since May 2016:  24,160

         



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
11/16 Kathy & Pat Kotten                            Beth Spencer             Any available!
11/17 Katlyn Simmons                                 John Ferguson          Aaron Quattro

Cleaning:  11/17 – 11/23:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of November,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -  NO MASS -
 CANCELLED

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
11/17/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, “Sob” 
Gennantonio, Eleanor James, Mary 
Johnson, Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner,   

Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 
Siler, Anne McVicker, Paul 

Wojtkowski & Jimmy Quattro. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
11/17 Miranda Siler & Ariona Plumley      Tom Gutshall           Any available

Nov. 11  Monday -      No Mass
Nov. 12  Tuesday -      No Mass
Nov. 13  Wednesday -      No Mass
Nov. 14  Thursday          -       No Mass
Nov. 15  Friday   -      No Mass
Nov. 16  Saturday       -      No Mass
Nov. 16  SATURDAY VIGIL   Nellie Uchic       5:00pm Thomas
Nov. 17  SUNDAY   Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson 9:00am  Thomas
Nov. 17  SUNDAY   People of the Parish                                           11:00am  Parsons 

                                             

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

