
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

3RD SUNDAY ON ADVENT, December 15, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

St. Thomas:   $2,740.08
Retirement Fund for Religious:  $621.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $1,281.00
Retirement Fund for Religious:  $413.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
December 08, 2019

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

RAFFLE & BAKE SALE TODAY

CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHRISTMAS PARTY

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Dec 19 - Knights of Columbus Meeting, Thomas, 6PM (After Mass)
Dec 22 - Christmas covered dish dinner after the 11am Mass 
                in Parsons
Dec 25 - Second collection for Catholic Charities WV
Dec 27 - Talk by Seminarian Phillip Szabo 6pm at Piccolo Paula’s

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking dry noodles / rice. In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

~ The drawings for the Christmas baskets 
and quilt will both be held TODAY, Sunday 
Dec. 15th,  immediately following the 9am 
Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas Church.
~  Come to our CHRISTMAS COOKIE 
BAKE SALE today, Dec. 15th, following the 
9am Mass in the Rectory conference room.   
You don’t want to miss these homebaked 
delicious christmas treats.  

 
The Our Lady of Mercy Christmas covered dish dinner will be 
on Sun. Dec. 22, immediately following decorating the church 
after the 11am Mass in Parsons.  We will have a very special 
guest in attendance!  Be sure to bring your kids!  All are invited 
to join us.

The Knights of Columbus annual Christmas Party is tonight, 
Sunday, Dec. 15 beginning at 5pm in the St. Thomas Center. 
Can’t wait to see you there!

If you would like to make a donation 
towards Christmas flowers in 
memory of loved ones, envelopes are 
available at the back of the church.

Confessions are ALWAYS available 30 minutes before all 
Masses and at 5:30pm on Christmas Eve at Our Lady of Mercy 
and before Midnight Mass and the 9am Mass at St. Thomas (or 
by appointment)

FOOD PANTRY

PRO-LIFE CORNER

CHRISTMAS BOXES

Once again the Blackwater Ministerial 
Association will be distributing their 
Christmas boxes and they are in need of 
your help.  People are needed to pick up 
food from Shop N Save, pack boxes and 
make deliveries starting on Tuesday, 
Dec. 17th - Thursday Dec. 19th.  Please 
call Andy Dalton for more details:  
304-866-7037.

STRONGER
than her 

circumstances.



Christ is
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PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks:  113

Total Rosaries since May 2016:  24,790

ADVENT AND THE CHRISTMAS CRIB
Benedict XVI

After celebrating the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, we enter during these 
days into the evocative atmosphere of immediate preparation for Holy Christmas, and we 
already see the tree set up here.
In today's consumer society, this period has unfortunately suffered a sort of commercial 
"pollution" that risks changing its authentic spirit, marked by recollection, moderation and 
joy, which is not external but intimate. 
It is thus providential that almost as a portal to Christmas there should be the feast of the one 
who is the Mother of Jesus and who, better than anyone else, can lead us to know, love and 
adore the Son of God made man. 
Let us therefore allow her to accompany us; may her sentiments prompt us to prepare 
ourselves with heartfelt sincerity and openness of spirit to recognize in the Child of Bethlehem 
the Son of God who came into the world for our redemption.  Let us walk together with her in 
prayer and accept the repeated invitation that the Advent liturgy addresses to us to remain in 
expectation — watchful and joyful expectation —, for the Lord will not delay: he comes to set 
his people free from sin.
Following a beautiful and firmly-rooted tradition, many families set up their Crib immediately 
after the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, as if to relive with Mary those days full of 
trepidation that preceded the birth of Jesus.  Putting up the Crib at home can be a simple but 
effective way of presenting faith, to pass it on to one's children. 
The Crib helps us contemplate the mystery of God's love that was revealed in the poverty and 
simplicity of the Bethlehem Grotto.  St Francis of Assisi was so taken by the mystery of the 
Incarnation that he wanted to present it anew at Greccio in the living Nativity scene, thus 
beginning an old, popular tradition that still retains its value for evangelization today. 
Indeed, the Crib can help us understand the secret of the true Christmas because it speaks of 
the humility and merciful goodness of Christ, who "though he was rich he made himself poor" 
for us (II Cor 8: 9). 
His poverty enriches those who embrace it and Christmas brings joy and peace to those who, 
like the shepherds in Bethlehem, accept the Angel's words: "Let this be a sign to you: in a 
manger you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes" (Lk 2: 12).  This is still the sign 
for us too, men and women of the third millennium.  There is no other Christmas.
(Pope Benedict XVI. "Advent and the Christmas Crib." Angelus, St. Peter's Square (11 
December, 2005).)



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
12/21 Kathy & Pat Kotten                            Beth Spencer             Any available!
12/22 Brittiny Cross    Michelle Snyder        Drew Simmons

Cleaning:  12/15 - 12/21:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of December,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   7:30am 
(Low Mass) 12/08/19

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
12/15/19 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, Pat Ricottilli, 
“Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, 

Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, Ed 
Kepner, Donna Mason, Elaine 

Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 
Jerry DiBacco, Joe & Mary Ballasone 

& Paul Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
12/22 Dee Oldaker & Ariona Plumley        Tom Gutshall           Any available

Dec. 16  Monday Patty Peters 7:15am Thomas
Dec. 17  Tuesday Michelle Fratino            5:00pm Thomas
Dec. 18  Wednesday Maureen Abborino         9:00am  Parsons
Dec. 19 Thursday          Ron Yuss                          5:00pm Thomas
Dec. 20  Friday Vince DiBacco 5:00pm Thomas 
Dec. 21  Saturday       Sam Gelfond 9:00am Parsons
Dec. 21  SATURDAY VIGIL Michael Durkin 5:00pm Thomas
Dec. 22  SUNDAY *John & Gail Rock (special Intentions) 9:00am  Thomas
Dec. 22 SUNDAY People of the Parish                                               11:00am  Parsons 

                                             

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

