
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, December 22, 2019

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

St. Thomas:   $1,641.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $958.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
December 15, 2019

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

CHRISTMAS COVERED DISH

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF WV

AND THE WINNERS ARE…..

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Dec 24 - Our Lady of Mercy Christmas Choral Program at 6pm   
                followed by Mass at 6:30pm
Dec 24 - St. Thomas Aquinas Christmas Choral Program at 11:30pm 
                followed by Mass at midnight.
Jan 01  - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God a        
               Holy Day of Obligation

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking dry noodles / rice. In subsequent 
months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this 
need for our community.

The Our Lady of Mercy Christmas covered dish dinner 
is today, Sun. Dec. 22, immediately following 
decorating the church after the 11am Mass in Parsons.  
We will have a very special guest in attendance!  Be sure 
to bring your kids!  All are invited to join us.

Confessions are ALWAYS available 30 
minutes before all Masses and at 5:30pm 
on Christmas Eve at Our Lady of Mercy 
and before Midnight Mass and the 9am 
Mass at St. Thomas (or by appointment)

Support Catholic Charities WV today! Jesus is 
“Emmanuel - God With Us!” At Catholic Charities, we 
know that Jesus is present in our outreach centers, food 
pantries, and education centers.  Will you help us serve 
“Jesus in disguise”? Donate at 
www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org, or during the second 
collection at any Christmas Mass.  We’re waiting in 
joyful hope: 3 Days Until Christmas!

Society of St. Thomas Women 
Basket & Quilt Raffle:

1st prize large basket:  Joe Massi
2nd prize med basket:  Rosalie Finch
3rd prize small basket: Donald Moore

Quilt Raffle:  Marge Puderbaugh

Congratulations to all the winners!

In this talk, we will take a new look at those most famous 
words from the Gospel according to St. John, “For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only Son.” For example, 
when God “gave” His only Son, why was this the greatest 
act of perfect love instead of the greatest act of parental 
neglect? Join us on Friday, December 27th at 6:00pm at 
Piccolo Paula’s Cafe in Parsons where our seminarian, 
Phillip, will be discussing this with time for Q and A at 
the end.   Free pizza and drinks for all who attend. FOOD PANTRY

PRO-LIFE CORNER

Mary was unmarried, young and poor.

she chose life.

THEOLOGY AT PICCOLO PAULA’S  



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 2 weeks:  113

Total Rosaries since May 2016:  24,790

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
O King of the Gentiles
"Come and save man, whom Thou hast made out of dust." What is man? He is but a particle of 
dust, an insignificant creature who has further separated himself from God through sin. He 
has been cut off from the fountain of truth and banished from God to darkness and misery. 
Still in the ruins there dwells a spirit that possesses a capacity for truth. In these ashes there is 
yet a spark that may be fanned to life to burn with the brilliance of divine life. But only God 
can revive this flame. For this reason the Church cries out, "Come and save man, whom Thou 
hast made out of dust." Save him who is so weak, so miserable and helpless. Remember his 
nothingness. Consider the many enemies who lay snares to rob him of divine life and to entice 
him into sin. Think of his obscured knowledge and his proneness to evil, of his tendency to 
error, and his weakness in the face of temptation. Guard him from the enticements of the 
world; shelter him from the poison of erroneous teaching; deliver him from the devil and his 
angels.
During these days before Christmas, the Church contemplates the overwhelming misery of 
unregenerated mankind. She cries out, "Come and save man, whom Thou hast made out of 
dust."
Jesus is King of all nations. "The kings of the earth stood up and the princes met together 
against the Lord and against His Christ. Let us break their bonds asunder, and let us cast away 
their yoke from us. He that dwelleth in heaven shall laugh at them, and the Lord shall deride 
them. Then shall He speak to them in His anger and trouble them in His rage. But I am 
appointed king by Him over Sion, His holy mountain. ... The Lord hath said to Me; Thou art 
My Son; this day have I begotten Thee. Ask of Me and I will give Thee the Gentiles for Thy 
inheritance, and the utmost parts of the earth for Thy possession" (Ps. 2:2-8). Well may Herod 
seek the life of the newborn king. Indeed, many kings and tribes and nations in the course of 
time shall deprecate the divine King, Christ. But to Him has been given all power in heaven 
and on earth (Matt. 28: i8). Before Him every knee shall bend, and every tongue shall confess 
that He is the Lord (Phil. 2:10f.).
The more the mighty condemn the kingship of Christ, the more shall He be exalted by the 
Father.
Now He comes to us in the form of a lovely child. One day in the presence of the Roman 
governor He will assert His right to kingship. But after this one public confession of His royal 
origin He withdraws again into the obscurity which He had freely chosen. For the present He 
is satisfied with this manifestation of His royal dignity. The day will come, however, when He 
will manifest it with power and majesty as He comes again on the clouds of 
heaven. Before all nations God will declare: "I have anointed Him King of Sion. 
My holy mountain." All men shall pay Him homage as king; all nations shall
acclaim Him the King of Glory.
Excerpted from The Light of the World by Benedict Baur, O.S.B.



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
12/28  Betty Woods                                        Beth Spencer            Any available!
12/29  Katlyn Simmons                                 Matt Hinkle              Isaac Quattro

Cleaning:  12/22 - 12/28:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of December,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   7:30am 
(Low Mass) 01/12/20

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
01/19/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, Pat Ricottilli, 
“Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, 

Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, Ed 
Kepner, Donna Mason, Elaine 

Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 
Jerry DiBacco, Joe & Mary Ballasone 

& Paul Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
12/29  Dee Oldaker & Ariona Plumley       Joanne Sikarskie      Any available

Dec. 23  Monday Dorothy Tupta                                                   7:15am Thomas
Dec. 24  Tuesday (Christmas Eve) People of the Parish                                         6:30pm Parsons
Dec. 25  Wednesday (Christmas) Mary Christine DiBacco                               12:00 Midnight Thomas
Dec. 25  Wednesday (Christmas) Margaret “Peggy” Carroll-Arnold                 9:00am Thomas
Dec. 26  Thursday          Moore & Fortini Families                            5:00pm Thomas  
Dec. 27  Friday *Kathy & Pat Kotten                             **5:00pm Parsons
Dec. 28  Saturday       *Hayden Fratino                                 9:00am Parsons
Dec. 28  SATURDAY VIGIL People of the Parish                            5:00pm Thomas
Dec. 29  SUNDAY Richard Zimmer                                    9:00am Thomas
Dec. 29  SUNDAY Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson                   11:00am  Parsons 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

