
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD, January 12, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

St. Thomas:   $4,901.52
Solemnity of Mary: $1,355.00

Our Lady of Mercy:  $855.00
Solemnity of Mary: $330.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
January 05, 2020

CAN YOU HELP?

PRO-LIFE 
CORNER

47th ANNUAL MARCH FOR LIFE

A SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE FOR MEN

OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY

January 28th is the feast day of St. Thomas Aquinas, our 
patron.  This falls on a Tuesday, however since it is our 
patronal feast we are permitted to move it to the closest 

Sunday which is January 26th.  We are going to celebrate this 
by offering the weekend Masses in honor of St. Thomas 
Aquinas.  The music will also reflect our patron.  To 
celebrate this feast we will have adoration at St. Thomas 
Church at 8 AM with benediction before the 9 AM Mass  
Please plan to participate in the adoration and the social 
following Mass.  

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!
Jan 12 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after the 11am Mass
Jan 21 - Knights of Columbus meeting in Parsons at 6pm(3rd Tues.)
Jan 26 - 2nd collection for the Church in Latin America

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking soup. In subsequent months we 
will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for 
our community.

The March for Life is an annual pilgrimage of prayer and public 
witness to protest the 1973 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court to 
legalize abortion. As Catholics, we believe that all life is sacred. 
Participating in the March for life is an opportunity to be 
advocates for those who cannot speak for themselves and to help 
our government understand why we believe life is so sacred. Please 
come join us and take a stand for LIFE! We will be taking a car 
(or cars) to the metro stop in Vienna, VA., and then we will take 
the train into D.C. Please call the Parish Office if you would like to 
join this life saving event, Friday, January 24th, 2020.

ARE YOU READY FOR MORE?
Exodus 90 is a 90-day program that challenges men to take 
their game to the next level in their prayer life, personal 
discipline and team accountability.
This challenging program involves sacrifice and promises to 
“impact what you do in your spare time, how much and the 
type of media you watch and some ascetic practices.”  Fr. 
Michael explains that this challenge is necessary because 
“unhealthy attachments and distractions can take valuable 
time and energy away from both family life and the mission, 
and these practical purgative suggestions can curb unhealthy 
passions and desires, in a culture that fosters and promotes 
instant gratification and sensual pleasure. 

ARE YOU UP FOR THE CHALLENGE?
Exodus 90 begins on January 13th.  A brief meeting after all 
Masses this weekend for any men interested.

Please feel free to take a poinsettia home 
with you today after the Sunday morning 
Masses at both St. Thomas and Our Lady of 
Mercy churches.  Also, anyone who would 
be willing to stay after Mass and help take 
decorations down their help would be  
greatly appreciated.

“You get to choose a 
lot of things in life. 

You don’t get to choose 
another human being’s 

death.”

FOOD PANTRY



ABORTION SURVIVORS
Melissa Ohden
Melissa Ohden’s mother was a 19-year-old college student when she found out she was pregnant. Under the 
impression she was less than five months pregnant, Ohden’s biological mother had a saline abortion. Ohden 
survived the abortion, and was found to be approximately seven months gestation.  Ohden was adopted, and 
grew up in a happy, loving family. At just 14 years of age, she would find out something that would forever 
change her: she survived an abortion procedure. This prompted Ohden to search for her biological parents, 
whom she has contacted and forgiven for attempting to abort her. Today, Ohden is a well-known pro-life 
activist and the founder of the Abortion Survivors Network which seeks to educate the public about failed 
abortions and survivors while providing emotional, mental, and spiritual support to abortion survivors. 
Today, ASN has reached over 210 abortion survivors.  “Something’s wrong when women’s empowerment is 
based on ending another human being’s life,” Melissa Ohden states. 

Nik Hoot
In 1996 in Siberia, Russia, Nik Hoot’s mother chose abortion when she was 24 weeks pregnant, and Hoot 
was born missing parts of both legs and not having fully developed fingers. His parents, Marvin and Apryl 
Woodburn, came to adopt him after being told by a priest that they “have to respect all forms of life, even 
those with disabilities.” At just two years old, Hoot was given his first pair of prosthetic legs. After just a 
couple of weeks, he was walking around on his own. He developed a love for sports and played football, 
baseball, basketball, and today, is a wrestling star. He persevered through his disability. Hoot ended his 
previous wrestling season with 24 wins - even without all of his limbs. Hoot serves as an inspiration to many 
of us; if he can accomplish so much, while missing limbs, there is no limit to what anyone can do, despite 
the obstacles they may face. “There are some things I can’t do, but I’ll still try, I’ll learn how to do it,” Nik 
Hoot says. 

Keira Harmsworth
Ten weeks into her pregnancy and being just 16 years old, Chelsea Harmsworth chose abortion. Although 
the abortion was emotional, she was relieved she did not have to be a mom. She went back on birth control 
and returned to her teenage life of studies and parties. Months passed, and she continued to experience 
symptoms of pregnancy. After 5 months, Chelsea paid a visit to the doctor and learned her baby was still 
alive in the womb. She saw her baby kick her arms and legs, and knew she could not have another abortion. 
Chelsea felt shocked and guilty, but ultimately decided to carry her pregnancy to term. “I burst into tears, I 
couldn’t believe the abortion hadn’t worked. But as soon as I held Keira in my arms in the delivery room, 
she melted my heart… I fell totally in love with her. She has brought me such indescribable joy.” Keira was 
born with “developmental damage to her hands,” but is otherwise a joy-filled and healthy little girl, with a 
wonderful relationship with her mama.

The lives of these abortion survivors testify to the inescapable 
fact that abortion takes the life of an innocent preborn child. 
At a time when abortion advocates attempt to deny that an 
abortion procedure is reversible — that a woman who has or starts 
an abortion can never change her mind to stop it or reverse the 
effects — these and all abortion survivors are a vital testimony 
to the humanity and capability of the preborn child and prove 
the preborn child is, in fact, a human who is not only worthy but 
in dire need of our love and protection. We can see from these 
survivors the loss our world has experienced and evil which has 
been perpetuated by the millions of successful abortion procedures.

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

PARISH ROSARIES 
PRAYED

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks:  379

  Total Rosaries 
  since May 2016:  25,169



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
01/18 Kathy & Pat Kotten                            Nancy Zizunas         Any available!
01/19 Katlyn Simmons                                 Mateo Hinkle            Drew Simmons

Cleaning:  01/12 - 01/18:  Pat Usnik & Debbie Scarberry

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of December,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   7:30am 
(Low Mass) 01/12/20

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
01/19/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, Pat Ricottilli, 
“Sob” Gennantonio, Eleanor James, 

Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, Ed 
Kepner, Donna Mason, Elaine 

Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 
Jerry DiBacco, Mary Ballasone & 

Paul Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
01/19  Miranda Grace & Addie Buckley     Fred Sikarskie         Any available

Jan. 13  Monday *Mary Ferguson 7:15am Thomas
Jan. 14  Tuesday Josephine Mosco 5:00pm Thomas
Jan. 15  Wednesday Frank & Antonia Okolish 9:00am Parsons
Jan. 16  Thursday Joe Balassone 5:00pm Thomas
Jan. 17  Friday *Amber Van Vickel 5:00pm Thomas
Jan. 18  Saturday *Cecilia McCarry          9:00am Parsons
Jan. 18  SATURDAY VIGIL Rachael Whitehead 5:00pm Thomas
Jan. 19  SUNDAY People of the Parish 9:00am Thomas
Jan. 19  SUNDAY Claire Sullivan                                 11:00am Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
The Baptism of the Lord

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

