
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, January 26, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 21, 2019

St. Thomas:   $3,418.27

Our Lady of Mercy:  $785.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
January 19, 2020

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND

SECOND COLLECTION TODAY

OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY
TODAY

PROLIFE CORNER
It was my first day at the teaching 
hospital, I was given a little clipboard 
with a list, make sure you do this, this and 
this... So I was following the clipboard 
and I’d go in and I’d make sure everything 
was set up for surgery. And I’d go into 
another room and make sure everything 
was set up for a delivery. And then I went 
into what was called ‘the dirty utility 
room’ to make sure it was cleaned up from 
the shift before.  And I heard a sound 
that’s imprinted on my heart, and it was 
just like a little purring sound, and I 
turned the light on and there on this dirty 
utility counter was a child just laying 
there. And I went out to get help, there 
were doctors and nurses, they were sitting 
around with coffee. And I told them that I 
had found a baby laying on the dirty 
utility counter. And the doctor said, “It’s 
an abortion, just let it go, it’s an 
abortion…” and then, realizing that 
nobody would help me, I went back and 
picked up the baby and said I baptize you, 
‘John.’ … and then before he died, I had 
the opportunity to hold him. And I told 
him that I would let everyone know what 
he went through and what I saw that day 
in the dirty utility room.” 
                    ~Maryann Lawhorn

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!!)
Feb 02 - ASK FATHER after the 11am Mass in Parsons
Feb 03 - The feast of St. Blaise
Feb 09 - OLM Women’s Guild meeting after 11am Mass
Feb 18 - Knights of Columbus meeting after 5pm Mass in Thomas
Feb 23 - Mardi Gras Pot luck dinner after the 11am Mass

BLACKWATER MINISTERIAL FOOD 
PANTRY: The Food Pantry is in need of 
“valued” food items.  This month we are 
seeking soup. In subsequent months we 
will let you know what items are needed 
and ask your assistance in this need for 
our community.

Around the world, women who face unplanned pregnancies
or who have experienced abortion or miscarriage suffer 
psychological stress. They need material and emotional 
support to help them heal. Since 2014, Crisis Pregnancy 
Center has provided a wide range of long-term help to 
hundreds of women.  Your contributions to the Collection for 
the CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE help 
to train staff and further grow this pregnancy center, helping 
to build a culture of life, solidarity, and support for women 
and children. 

January 28th is the feast day of St. Thomas Aquinas, our 
patron.  This falls on a Tuesday, however since it is our 
patronal feast we are permitted to move it to the closest 

Sunday which is today, January 26th.  We are going to 
celebrate this by offering the weekend Masses in honor of 
St. Thomas Aquinas.  The music will also reflect our patron.  
To celebrate this feast we will have adoration at St. Thomas 
Church at 8 AM with benediction before the 9 AM Mass  
Please plan to participate in the adoration before Mass.  

Join Fr. James DeViese from St. Patrick Catholic Church on a 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land for 10 days: November 9 - 18, 
2020.  Visit places like Haifa, Tiberias, Cana, Nazareth, 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem.  Total cost of the trip will be $3,679 
per person from Washington, D.C. (this includes air/land tour 
price $2,979 plus $700 government taxes/airline surcharges).  

                   
  BLESSING OF THROATS

AFTER ALL WEEKEND MASSES
FEBRUARY 1st and 2nd FOOD PANTRY



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

FATIMA OR SELF DESTRUCTION
By Ellen Montgomery with excerpts from Fatima or World Suicide by Monsignor William McGrath

Are we so proud to think that we needn’t heed Our Lady’s requests?  Are we so caught up in the world, the 
flesh, and the devil to believe that God doesn’t exist at all? And... what do these questions have to do with the 
Fatima Message?
     In 1950, Monsignor William C. McGrath, P.A. wrote a 94-page thesis on Fatima entitled: Fatima or World 
Suicide.  Within the opening pages, interestingly enough, these prophetic words were written:
     “It may well be the final loving appeal of a Mother’s heart to a world that has turned its back on God, Her 
Son; the last call for peace on earth in our generation.  If it is heard ‘Russia will be converted and there will be 
peace.’ If it goes unheeded by Her children in Europe, the next World War – and the next great persecution – 
may not be long delayed. America may be the battle ground, and the blood of Christians may flow in the 
streets of Boston or Seattle or Chicago or Montreal.”
     Melodrama, did you say? Then listen to the prophetic words of solemn warning sounded by God’s Mother 
in July 1917 and consider in what a welter of human agony the threatened calamities have come to pass:
     “This war (World War I) is going to end, but if people do not cease offending God, not much time will 
elapse and during the Pontificate of Pope Pius XI another and more terrible war will begin.  When you shall 
see a night illumined by an unknown light, know that this is the great sign that God gives you that the 
chastisement of the world is at hand.”
     Then, the night illumined by an unknown light was seen all over Europe on January 25, 1938, when, from 
nine o’clock in the evening until two the next morning the heavens were filled with a strange and crimson fire.  
It was “explained away” by the scientists as an aurora borealis of unusual splendor. But within three months 
Hitler invaded Austria and the greatest chastisement the world had ever endured began with World War II.
     In spite of Mary’s warnings of terrible things to come, men did not cease offending Her Divine Son.  In 
spite of Her tender, earnest appeal for the love of Her own children, those children grew careless and 
forgetful. With the horrors of war behind them, once more the Ten Commandments were forgotten and men 
placed their trust in human governance instead of the unfailing protection of the Divine; eating, drinking and 
making merry (for tomorrow, in their millions, they would die!) There was certainly no need of God or an 
obsolete Pope in the settling of future world affairs.  Peace, without any legendary Prince of Peace, was to be 
the cherished gift of enlightened man to man.
     An indictment of godless human leaders is not the only answer when the rank and file of Mary’s children 
could still have saved the world.  It is senseless to wring our hands over the blind folly of politicians and 
diplomats while we ourselves are sinning against Almighty God; to see the mote in the eye of the world leader 
if the beam of infidelity to the warnings of God’s Mother is obscuring our own none to brilliant vision of things 
Divine. So, could we not say: “God’s Mother suffered a let down at the hands of Her own unfaithful 
children?”
     Too many empty-souled Christians today, serenely oblivious of eternity, are evaluating life in terms of their 
possessions and pleasures. Their preoccupation with material things is 
creating spiritual blindness and a terrible forgetfulness of God.  
BUT GOD WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN. Of that be sure. When 
love fails, through the forgetfulness of the love of Bethlehem and
the salvific sacrifice of Calvary, then God will make use of “other 
means” to bring wayward, stiffnecked humanity to its senses.  
That other means, as God’s recorded history of dealing with 
mankind makes abundantly clear, is suffering, persecution, and 
disaster.  Good-people-gone-wrong have brought more misery 
into this vale of tears than have all the millions of pagans who sit 
in darkness and the shadow of death.
(Continued next week.)

PARISH ROSARIES 
PRAYED

Total Rosaries for 2 weeks:  231

  Total Rosaries 
  since May 2016:  25,400



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
02/01  Donna Walker                                    Nancy Zizunas         Any available!
02/02  Brittiny Cross                                     Matt Hinkle              Mateo Hinkle

Cleaning:  01/26 - 02/01:  Lois Matlick & Susie Gutshall  

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of February,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   7:30am 
(Low Mass) 02/09/20

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30pm,
02/16/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

Champ Sedmock, Pat Ricottilli, 
“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 

Jean Sagace, Ed Kepner, Donna 
Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Jerry DiBacco, & 

Paul Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
02/02  Miranda Grace & Addie Buckley     Cedric Grace           Any available

Jan. 27  Monday Diana DiBacco 7:15am Thomas
Jan. 28  Tuesday Joseph & Mary Deegan 5:00pm Thomas
Jan. 29  Wednesday *Peter Mooney 9:00am Parsons
Jan. 30  Thursday       Berhardt & Laura Lancas 5:00pm Thomas
Jan. 31  Friday  Dan Studer                5:00pm Thomas
Feb. 01  Saturday             Karen Renzelli            9:00am Parsons
Feb. 01  SATURDAY VIGIL  Wilburn & Isabelle Killeen 5:00pm Thomas
Feb. 02  SUNDAY  Anton Kotten 9:00am Thomas
Feb. 02  SUNDAY  People of the Parish                                 11:00am Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

