
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD, April 05, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



St. Thomas:   $   N/A
Our Lady of Mercy:  $   N/A

    

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
March 22, 2020

SPIRITUAL RESOURCES

LENTEN SCHEDULE
~Stations of the Cross~

QUILT & STAINED GLASS 
RAFFLE

Suggested donation of $5 per ticket with 
two chances to win. Stop by the Church 
to get your tickets. Questions call Lois at 
478-3777.

Please pray the stations of the cross 
privately in your home especially on 
Fridays.

  

ARE YOUR AFRAID?

PRAYER IN TIMES OF 
PESTILENCE

Please continue saying this prayer 
everyday in your homes. For a copy of 
the prayer go to our website at 
sttsite.com and click on Parish Bulletin 
and choose weeks March 22nd or March 
29th.

           “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, your 
word strikes us and regards us, all of us. In this world, that 
you love more than we do, we have gone ahead at 
breakneck speed, feeling powerful and able to do anything. 
Greedy for profit, we let ourselves get caught up in things, 
and lured away by haste. We did not stop at your reproach 
to us, we were not shaken awake by wars or injustice across 
the world, nor did we listen to the cry of the poor or of our 
ailing planet. We carried on regardless, thinking we would 
stay healthy in a world that was sick. Now that we are in a 
stormy sea, we implore you: “Wake up, Lord!”.
         “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, you 
are calling to us, calling us to faith. Which is not so much 
believing that you exist, but coming to you and trusting in 
you. This Lent your call reverberates urgently: “Be 
converted!”, “Return to me with all your heart.” (Joel 2:12).

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate 
myself and I offer Thee the repentance of 
my contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I 
believe in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love 
Thee. Amen.

FORMED.ORG
Formed.org offers all kinds of great spiritual resources:
MASS AT HOME - daily Mass and Sunday Mass.
FAITH AT HOME - Lenten reflections, bible studies, Divine Mercy 
Chaplet, Stations of the Cross, Rosary, etc.
FORMED LIVE - Finding Peace in Troubled Times; Praying as Christ 
Taught Us; Coronavirus and Lent; Faith Not Fear; etc.
SCHOOL AT HOME - Why Believe? (apologetics, a year long 
course); The Saints and Heroes Collection (animated film series for 
children.); etc.
PRAY AT HOME - Devotional Videos; The Seven Sorrows; Glimpses 
Along the Way of the Cross; Praying the Rosary Like Never Before; etc.
MOVIE NIGHT - “Unplanned”; “The Juggler of Notre Dame”; 
“Restless Heart”; “Accidental Activist”; etc.
There are many more headings to choose from: Kids, Lent 2020, 
Recently Added, Documentaries, Current Topics, Bible Studies, 
Faith Formation, Apologetics Videos, Audio Dramas, Talks, 
Audio books and much more! This site is a wealth of 
information! Don’t lose out, sign up right away!

DIOCESE OF WHEELING CHARLESTON
Go to dwc.org for live daily and Sunday Masses and messages 
from the Bishop. Read the New weekly Faith in WV Bulletin 
and a compiled list of on-line resources such as ewtn.org, 
uscbb.org (for bible readings and reflections), ncregister.com 
(for catholic news, stories, and blogs), mydailyliving.com (with 
Fr. Chapin), and many more.



Wondering About How to Handle Life At Home? 
Contemplative Monks and Nuns Have Some Advice

 John Burger | Mar 23, 2020
The coronavirus pandemic has forced us to slow down and spend more time together. Here are some ways we 
can make the most of it. As more and more people are spending more time at home during the current COVID-19 
pandemic, Christian families might do well to think about the rays of the sun.That was the advice of 
contemplative monks and nuns — people who seldom leave their home, following age-old traditions of 
withdrawing from the world for a life of prayer.
“We strive to live in habitual companionship with God, which some call ‘recollection’ or the ‘practice of the 
presence of God,'” a monk who wished to remain anonymous told Aleteia. “And that practice actually draws us 
closer to each other, even if our bodies are far apart. Since God is the source and end of each of us, we can only 
draw closer to each other by drawing closer to him.”
In explaining this concept, Sr. Sophie Marie of the Sisters of Mary Morning Star in Monona, Wisconsin, echoed 
that image, saying that someone once explained it to her as the rays of the sun. When those rays are closest to the 
sun, they are also closest to one another.
Sr. Sophie Marie offered practical advice on how families with more time now and living in greater proximity to 
one another can draw closer to God. “Don’t give into the temptation to just veg out — on your computer or your 
phone or your TV. St. Thomas Aquinas says that our intelligence is what is most like unto God. It’s really the 
greatest gift he’s given us on a natural level,” she said in an interview. “This is really a time that if people just sit 
in front of their TVs or their phones and try to fill this void by passively receiving whatever the media decides to 
give it, that’s unfortunate because our intelligence is like a blank slate. … Most Americans say they’re too busy or 
don’t have a lot of time, but here, with a lot of extra activities cut down — no kids sports, etc. — we have a lot 
more of this precious gift. So it could be a way that people put the precious gift of their intelligence and the gift of 
having more time together and use it to go deeper in their knowledge of God.”
The anonymous monk agreed: “It seems to me that much of the disturbance of society today is a result of the 
constant stream of noise pollution (aka ‘news’) and social media overload that doesn’t allow any silence or 
reflection which are so necessary for prayer … and just plain sanity,” he said. “The present circumstance is a 
golden opportunity, provided by God’s great mercy, for us to learn more about ourselves as the image of God — 
something that is more inside us than outside.”
To that end, Sr. Sophie Marie encourages Scripture reading, especially the Gospels. “In the Gospel of St. John, it 
says the Word is the true light, which enlightens every man,” she said.
Like other contemplatives, Sr. Sophie Marie also encouraged families to take up the prayer of the 
Rosary, “especially now, with the fact that we’re living through a difficult crisis.” She recommended reading St. 
Louis Marie Grignon de Montfort’s Secrets of the Rosary to come to an appreciation of how powerful the prayer 
is. “So many things in the history of the Church have been won or healed by praying the Rosary,” she said, citing 
plagues, wars and invasions. She herself grew up near the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help in Champion, 
Wisconsin, where the Blessed Mother appeared to a woman in the 19th century. Sr. Sophie Marie is familiar with 
the history of a devastating wildfire in Peshtigo, Wisconsin, when local people took refuge at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Good Help and spent a night going around the property of the church on their knees praying the Rosary. 
“The fire went around them,” she said. “The next day, the outside of the wooden fence posts were charred and 
the inside was still painted.”
“So find a time to come together as a family,” she advised. “Maybe start a new tradition if you haven’t done that 
yet. ‘We don’t have karate practice or whatever, so we do have time for the Rosary.'” In addition, Sr. Sophie Marie 
would counsel having a “balance of togetherness and also times of solitude.” “We have to be prudent about not 
spending 24/7 together, … knowing how to give yourself some breathing space,” she said. “That’s a basic human 
thing.”
“So much good can come of this situation,” said Sr. Sophie Marie. “People have been too busy to go to Mass. 
People going out to eat with one another and staring at their phones. If this whole thing makes us less busy, slow 
down and see what’s essential, in the big plan, God can allow these kinds of things to draw us back closer to 
himself.” (This article has been cut down to fit the page. For the full article go to Aleteia.org.) 

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

https://aleteia.org/author/john-burger/


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
04/11
04/12

Cleaning:  04/05 - 04/11:  

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of April,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   “PENDING”
(Low Mass) 04/12/20

Our Lady of Mercy - “PENDING”
04/19/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 Pat Ricottilli, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, Joyce 

Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine 
Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Jerry & Madonna DiBacco, & Paul 
Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
04/12

Apr. 06  Monday                  Gene Randolph                                   Private Mass
Apr. 07  Tuesday       Frank Hoffner Private Mass
Apr. 08  Wednesday       Karen Renzelli                                   Private Mass
Apr. 09  Holy Thursday       All Priests of our Diocese                                       Private Mass 
Apr. 10  Good Friday Celebration of the Lords’s Passion Private Celebration 
Apr. 11  HOLY SATURDAY  For a speedy end to the Coronavirus Contagion Private Mass
Apr. 12  EASTER SUNDAY                          Fredrick E. Helbig Jr.                                   Private Mass
Apr. 12  EASTER SUNDAY                          People of the Parish     Private Mass

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our Lord

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

