
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER, April 26, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



St. Thomas:   $   N/A

Our Lady of Mercy:  $   N/A
    

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
April 26, 2020

SPIRITUAL RESOURCES

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

PRAYER IN TIMES OF 
PESTILENCE

Please continue saying this prayer 
everyday in your homes. For a copy of 
the prayer go to our website at 
sttsite.com and click on Parish 
Bulletin and choose weeks March 
22nd or March 29th.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate 
myself and I offer Thee the repentance of 
my contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I 
believe in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love 
Thee. Amen.

FORMED.ORG
Formed.org offers all kinds of great spiritual resources:
MASS AT HOME - daily Mass and Sunday Mass.
FAITH AT HOME - Lenten reflections, bible studies, Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, Stations of the Cross, Rosary, etc.
FORMED LIVE - Finding Peace in Troubled Times; Praying as 
Christ Taught Us; Coronavirus and Lent; Faith Not Fear; etc.
SCHOOL AT HOME - Why Believe? (apologetics, a year long 
course); The Saints and Heroes Collection (animated film series for 
children.); etc.
PRAY AT HOME - Devotional Videos; The Seven Sorrows; 
Glimpses Along the Way of the Cross; Praying the Rosary Like 
Never Before; etc.
MOVIE NIGHT - “Unplanned”; “The Juggler of Notre Dame”; 
“Restless Heart”; “Accidental Activist”; etc.
There are many more headings to choose from: Kids, Lent 
2020, Recently Added, Documentaries, Current Topics, 
Bible Studies, Faith Formation, Apologetics Videos, Audio 
Dramas, Talks, Audio books and much more! This site is a 
wealth of information! Don’t lose out, sign up right away!

DIOCESE OF WHEELING CHARLESTON
Go to dwc.org for live daily and Sunday Masses and 
messages from the Bishop. Read the New weekly Faith in 
WV Bulletin and a compiled list of on-line resources such 
as ewtn.org, uscbb.org (for bible readings and reflections), 
ncregister.com (for catholic news, stories, and blogs), 
mydailyliving.com (with Fr. Chapin), and many more.

QUILT & STAINED GLASS 
RAFFLE

Suggested donation of $5 per ticket with 
two chances to win. Stop by the Church 
to get your tickets. Questions call Lois at 
478-3777.

Stations of the Cross have been temporarily erected at Mt. 
Calvary Cemetery for the spiritual benefit and safe 
praying of anyone during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Please stop by and take advantage of this beautiful 
devotion while getting some fresh air, exercise and 
spiritual health.

“Do not abandon yourselves to 
despair. We are the Easter people 

and hallelujah is our song.” 
Pope John Paul II



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

IS THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC A JUDGMENT FROM GOD?
By: Mary Healy

Is the coronavirus pandemic a judgment from God? It is a question being debated by many 
Christians — even bishops and cardinals. Pope Francis, in the extraordinary prayers service broadcast 
live from an empty St. Peter’s Square on March 27, prayed: “Lord, you are calling to us, calling us to 
faith. … It is not the time of your judgment, but of our judgment: a time to choose what matters and 
what passes away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not.”
On the other hand, some theologians and ordinary people have noted that many passages in 
Scripture speak of calamities, including pestilence (deadly infectious disease), as God’s judgment on 
human sin.
God warns his people, for instance, that if they rebel against him, “I will send pestilence among you, 
and you shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy” (Leviticus 26:25). Even in the New Testament, 
the Book of Revelation depicts a rider on a pale horse who was “given authority over a fourth of the 
earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the 
earth” (Revelation 6:8).
These perspectives are not as contradictory as they may seem. The key to interpreting rightly the 
biblical passages on divine chastisement is to read them in light of a distinction that has become 
traditional in Catholic theology: the distinction between God’s positive will and his permissive will.
God is infinitely good — “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5) — and therefore 
he cannot directly will evil. Rather, he permits evil because in his infinite wisdom he is able to bring 
a greater good out of it. Thus, where Scripture speaks of God “sending” a calamity, it does not mean 
that God directly causes it. Rather, out of his great love for us, he allows human beings to experience 
the consequences of our choices. When society deliberately turns away from God, choosing to 
worship idols of its own making, as our own global culture has done, it removes itself from God’s 
blessing and protection and therefore exposes itself to various kinds of evil.
God takes our freedom seriously — far more seriously than we do. And his judgment on sin is to 
allow us to experience the wages of our sin. But that judgment is with a remedial purpose. God’s 
desire is always that his children turn back to him and be healed and restored. “For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live” (Ezekiel 18:32).
Scripture also makes clear that we are not to judge the culpability of any individual. Because human 
beings are so interconnected, the innocent often suffer along with the guilty.
Jesus explained this in regard to two disasters of his own time: a political massacre in which some 
Galilean Jews were killed and a construction accident:
“Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they 
suffered in this way? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or those 18 on 
whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: Do you think that they were worse offenders than all 
the others who lived in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise 
perish” (Luke 13:1-5).
A large-scale disaster is therefore not a warrant to condemn others. It is a call to examine our own 
lives and get right with God, aware that none of us knows how much time we have left on earth.
Clearly, the virus that causes COVID-19 is evil. It is bringing sickness, death, havoc and destruction 
— all contrary to God’s plan for the fullness of life for the human beings he created in his image. 
Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Moreover, the evil one is seeking to exploit this disease to bring 
further evils: fear and panic, selfishness and greed, tension and division in families, acrimony and 
blame among government leaders.
So we ought to pray — indeed, to pray and fast fervently, with great confidence in God — for an end 
to the virus.



MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH 
PRAY FOR US!



US and Canada to be consecrated to 'Mary, Mother of the Church'
Archbishop José Horacio Gómez of Los Angeles. Credit: Daniel Ibanez/CNA

CNA Staff, Apr 23, 2020 / 09:00 am MT (CNA).- Archbishop Jose Gomez, president of the U.S. bishops' 
conference, is inviting all U.S. bishops to join him on May 1 in reconsecrating the U.S. to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in response to the pandemic. The reconsecration is timed to coincide with the bishops of 
Canada consecrating their own country to Mary at the same time.
Archbishop Gomez, who is the Archbishop of Los Angeles, said in a letter sent to all American bishops 
April 22, that the Marian reconsecration would be done under the title of “Mary, Mother of the 
Church.” He invited all the bishops of the country to join him in prayer on May 1 at 12 p.m. PDT, or 3 
p.m. EDT.
“Every year, the Church seeks the special intercession of the Mother of God during the month of May. 
This year, we seek the assistance of Our Lady all the more earnestly as we face together the effects of the 
global pandemic,” he said in his letter. 
The announcement follows similar plans made by the bishops of Canada, who will consecrate the Crown 
Dominion to Mary under the same title on the same day. 
“Based on discussion with the leadership of the Canadian Catholic Conference of Bishops, the Executive 
Committee of the USCCB met and affirmed the fitness of May 1, 2020, as an opportunity for the bishops 
of the United States to reconsecrate our nation to Our Lady and to do so under the title, Mary, Mother of 
the Church,” Gomez said, adding that they would be doing so “on the same day that our brother bishops 
to the north consecrate Canada under the same title.”
Gomez said that the appropriate offices of the bishops' conference—the Secretariat for Divine Worship 
and the communications office—will provide liturgical direction and logistical information for the 
reconsecration.
The bishops of Italy said on April 20 that they would consecrate their own country to Mary after 
receiving more than 300 letters requesting the consecration.
The title “Mary, Mother of the Church” was given to the Blessed Mother by Pope St. Paul VI at the 
Second Vatican Council, and a memorial under the title was added to the Church’s liturgical calendar in 
2018. 
Pope Francis declared that the Monday after Pentecost should be celebrated as the memorial of “Mary, 
Mother of the Church.” Cardinal Robert Sarah, head of the Vatican’s Congregation for Divine Worship, 
said that the addition of the memorial aimed to encourage growth in “genuine Marian piety.”
Celebrating the memorial in 2018, Archbishop Gomez said that “when Jesus rose from the dead and 
ascended into heaven, Mary became the maternal heart of his Church.”
Archbishop Gomez also said the May 1 reconsecration will be timely in asking for the intercession of 
Mary during the pandemic. There are more than 2.6 million confirmed COVID-19 cases in the world and 
almost 185,000 deaths due to the virus, according to Johns Hopkins University’s Coronavirus Resource 
Center on Thursday morning.
“This will give the Church the occasion to pray for Our Lady’s continued protection of the vulnerable, 
healing of the unwell, and wisdom for those who work to cure this terrible virus,” Gomez said.
“In this Easter season we continue to journey with our Risen Lord that among the graces of this time 
may be healing and strength, especially for all who are burdened by the many effects of the COVID 
pandemic,” he said in his letter to bishops.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_self


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/02
05/03

Cleaning:  04/26 - 05/02  

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   “PENDING”
(Low Mass) 05/10/20

Our Lady of Mercy - “PENDING”
05/17/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 Pat Ricottilli, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, Joyce 

Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine 
Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Jerry & Madonna DiBacco, & Paul 
Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/03

Apr. 27  Monday                  Esther Bronco Private Mass
Apr. 28  Tuesday       Joseph Fortini Private Mass
Apr. 29  Wednesday       Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson     Private Mass
Apr. 30  Thursday                           Erin Beth Jones-Elvis Private Mass 
May 01  First Friday              Martha Nichols Private Mass
May 02  First Saturday Karen Renzelli Private Mass
May 02  SATURDAY VIGIL  Frank Hoffner Private Mass
May 03  SUNDAY                     People of the Parish       Private Mass
May 03  SUNDAY                            Leo & Wilhelmina Sikarskie    Private Mass

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Third Sunday of Easter

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

