
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 03, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



SPIRITUAL RESOURCES

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

PRAYER IN TIMES OF 
PESTILENCE

Please continue saying this prayer 
everyday in your homes. For a copy of 
the prayer go to our website at 
sttsite.com and click on Parish 
Bulletin and choose weeks March 
22nd or March 29th.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate 
myself and I offer Thee the repentance of 
my contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I 
believe in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love 
Thee. Amen.

FORMED.ORG
Formed.org offers all kinds of great spiritual resources:
MASS AT HOME - daily Mass and Sunday Mass.
FAITH AT HOME - Lenten reflections, bible studies, Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, Stations of the Cross, Rosary, etc.
FORMED LIVE - Finding Peace in Troubled Times; Praying as 
Christ Taught Us; Coronavirus and Lent; Faith Not Fear; etc.
SCHOOL AT HOME - Why Believe? (apologetics, a year long 
course); The Saints and Heroes Collection (animated film series for 
children.); etc.
PRAY AT HOME - Devotional Videos; The Seven Sorrows; 
Glimpses Along the Way of the Cross; Praying the Rosary Like 
Never Before; etc.
MOVIE NIGHT - “Unplanned”; “The Juggler of Notre Dame”; 
“Restless Heart”; “Accidental Activist”; etc.
There are many more headings to choose from: Kids, Lent 
2020, Recently Added, Documentaries, Current Topics, 
Bible Studies, Faith Formation, Apologetics Videos, Audio 
Dramas, Talks, Audio books and much more! This site is a 
wealth of information! Don’t lose out, sign up right away!

DIOCESE OF WHEELING CHARLESTON
Go to dwc.org for live daily and Sunday Masses and 
messages from the Bishop. Read the New weekly Faith in 
WV Bulletin and a compiled list of on-line resources such 
as ewtn.org, uscbb.org (for bible readings and reflections), 
ncregister.com (for catholic news, stories, and blogs), 
mydailyliving.com (with Fr. Chapin), and many more.

Stations of the Cross have been temporarily erected at Mt. 
Calvary Cemetery for the spiritual benefit and safe 
praying of anyone during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Please stop by and take advantage of this beautiful 
devotion while getting some fresh air, exercise and 
spiritual health.

“Anxiety is the greatest evil that can 
befall a soul except sin.  God commands 

you to pray, but He forbids you to 
worry.”  St. Francis de Sales

WHERE’S YOUR 
PRIORITY

I’m so glad you can’t get 
COVID19 at grocery stores, 

Walmart, gas stations, 
banks, Lowes, liquor stores, 
marijuana dispensaries, & 

Office Depot... 
but PLEASE stay home from 

Church, gun stores and 
voting places! 

“It’s for your Health!”



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!

F

HUMBLE YOURSELVES BEFORE THE LORD
Mary Healy, S.T.D.

Here are a few specific ways Catholics might examine our consciences, (especially during this trying 
time of the Coronavirus.)

We’ve been robbed of the ability to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist. Have we sometimes 
taken the Eucharist for granted? 

Have we been lax and lukewarm in our practice of the faith, squeezing in Mass (if at all) around all 
our other priorities, instead of making the Lord the first priority of our lives?

Just as a time of abstinence for a married couple can deepen their love by spurring them to express 
their affection in other ways, so this involuntary Eucharistic fast can be an opportunity to renew our 
intimacy with the Lord, especially through prayer and the reading of Scripture, so that, when we are 
finally able to receive Holy Communion again, we may partake with greater fervor than ever before.
Half the human race is under some form of lockdown, as if suddenly consigned to an involuntary 
retreat. Have we sometimes failed to honor the Lord by keeping the Lord’s Day? 

Have we treated Sundays just like any other day, as a time to go shopping, get work done and 
pursue our own agenda, instead of taking time to deepen our relationship with Jesus and relax with 
family and friends? In the Old Testament, God decreed that Judah would go into exile for a time 
corresponding to all the sabbaths they had broken, “until the land has retrieved its lost 
sabbaths” (2 Chronicles 36:21). So now, perhaps our frenetic society is retrieving its lost sabbaths.

Millions of people are being constrained to spend more time in close quarters with family members 
than ever before. Have we sometimes taken for granted our spouse, children, siblings or parents? 
Have we placed them far down on our list of priorities? Have we sometimes dealt with our own 
sense of helplessness, fear or frustration by taking it out on them? This is an opportune time to ask 
forgiveness not only of God, but also of those closest to us, and to express our love for them. Parents 
especially can model this for their children.

Sports events and other forms of entertainment have ground to a halt. Have we made an idol of 
sports or entertainment?

The economy is tanking. Have we made an idol of money and possessions? Have we been trying to 
worship both God and mammon?

If Christians humble themselves before the Lord in prayer, fasting and repentance, then, and only 
then, will we be able to credibly call the whole world to repentance and faith in Christ. In this time 
of crisis, as people come face-to-face with human limitations and the reality of death, we may be 
given an unprecedented opportunity to bear witness to Christ.

As in the time of Joel, God’s plan is for more than simply an end to the calamity: He desires to bring 
all nations to the saving knowledge of his Son, who is victorious over sin, sickness, Satan and death.

http://origin.ncregister.com/search/results?q=Mary%20Healy%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/09
05/10

Cleaning:  05/03 - 05/09  

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   “PENDING”
(Low Mass) 05/10/20

Our Lady of Mercy - “PENDING”
05/17/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 Pat Ricottilli, “Sob” Gennantonio, 
Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, Joyce 

Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine 
Watson, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, 

Jerry & Madonna DiBacco, & Paul 
Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/10

May 04  Monday Victoria Kaczmarek Private Mass
May 05  Tuesday       Orlando A. Ferruso Private Mass
May 06  Wednesday       Poor Souls in Purgatory    Private Mass
May 07  Thursday                           John Botefuhr Private Mass 
May 08  Friday              Dora Lee Quattro Private Mass
May 09  Saturday Clayton Knotts Private Mass
May 09  SATURDAY VIGIL  People of the Parish Private Mass
May 10  SUNDAY                     All Mothers Living & Deceased       Private Mass
May 10  SUNDAY                            All Mothers Living & Deceased  Private Mass

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fourth Sunday of Easter

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

