
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

 THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD, May 24, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED

YOU ARE INVITED

CEMETERY COLLECTION
There will be a second collection this 
weekend, Memorial Day weekend, for 
the Mt. Calvary Cemetery Fund.  
Donations will be used to defray the 
maintenance costs at the cemetery.  
Special envelopes will be provided.  
(Please make checks payable to:  
Mt Calvary Cemetery Fund.) 

There is a FABULOUS new book 
entitled “Consecration to St. Joseph” by 
Fr. Donald Calloway. During this very 
challenging time in the Church in the 
world, consecration to St. Joseph can 
only help us. I especially encourage 
men to do this 33 day consecration, 
however ALL are invited to join.  If you 
are interested in getting a book to do 
this please sign the sheet in the back, 
and I will order them.  The price will 
depend on the number of books. 
(We will all start on the same date.)

QUILT & STAINED GLASS RAFFLE

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATE

BIBLE STUDY 

Deacon Phillip Szabo will have a weekly bible study 
beginning on Tuesday, June 9th following the 5pm Mass in 
Thomas and on Wednesday, June 10th following the 9am Mass 
in Parsons. All are invited and encouraged to attend.

Creating life simply to
destroy it is wrong.

—Mel Gibson

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS
PLEASE BE AWARE OF CLEANING 
PRACTICES AT THE END OF MASS. 
The directives given by Bishop Brennan 
asks that masks be worn and social 
distancing be maintained.  Bishop 
Brennan HAS NOT lifted the 
dispensation from Mass.  So if you are 
compromised or elderly, it’s your choice.

Please pray for Deacon Justin Golna who will be ordained to 
the priesthood on June 27th in Wheeling and Phillip Szabo 
who will be ordained a Transitional Deacon on May 30th in 
Charles Town at St. James The Greater.
We welcome “Deacon” Szabo once again to our Parish for the 
summer and we are excited For Deacon Justin to be ordained a 
priest in service of our Diocese.  Please pray for both these 
men who are familiar with our parish. 

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate 
myself and I offer Thee the repentance 
of my contrite heart, which is humbled 
in its nothingness and in Thy holy 
presence. I adore Thee in the 
Sacrament of Thy love, the ineffable 
Eucharist. I desire to receive Thee into 
the poor dwelling that my heart offers 
Thee. While waiting for the happiness 
of sacramental Communion, I wish to 
possess Thee in spirit. Come to me, O 
my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I 
believe in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love 
Thee. Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

The Quilt and Stained Glass Raffle drawing has been 
postponed until Father’s Day, June 21st after the 11am Mass in 
Parsons. The Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will 
continue selling chances until this date. Suggested donation 
of $5 per ticket with two chances to win. Please see one of the 
ladies after Mass to get your tickets. 

LADIES, PLEASE SELL TICKETS!!

We would like to congratulate TAYLOR OLDAKER on her 
recent graduation from Elkins High School. To celebrate her 
accomplishments the Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild will 
provide cake immediately after the 11am Mass in Parsons next 
Sunday, May 30th. All are invited to attend.



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!
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CARDINAL SARAH: Many Pandemic Communion Proposals are ‘Madness’
By Edward Pentin

Cardinal Robert Sarah has said “bizarre proposals” regarding reception of Holy Communion in Italy aimed at 
minimizing the risk of contagion of the coronavirus are “total madness” and represent a number of examples of the 
devil attacking the Eucharist.
One particular proposal, reportedly being studied by the Italian government and already adopted in some dioceses in 
Germany, is “do-it-yourself” Communion, whereby consecrated hosts are packaged in plastic bags so the faithful can 
take them away.
The practice is being proposed while public Masses remain suspended across much of Europe, depriving many of the 
faithful receiving Holy Communion.
Such a proposal is “absolutely not possible,” the prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of 
the Sacraments told the Italian Catholic news site La Nuova Bussola Quotidiana May 2. “God deserves respect; you 
can’t put him in a bag. I don’t know who thought of this absurdity.”
The Eucharist, he added, “must be treated with faith, we cannot treat it as a trivial object. We are not at the 
supermarket. This is total madness.”
Cardinal Sarah, in advocating more reverence of God at Mass, has suggested kneeling to receive Holy Communion on 
the tongue and for the Mass to be celebrated ad orientem. He said current proposals of distributing Communion 
“wouldn’t even come to mind” if people were “really aware of what we are celebrating in the Mass and what the 
Eucharist is.”
Noting that deprivation of the Eucharist is “certainly a suffering,” he said how to communicate is “not open to 
question.” It must be done in a “dignified way, worthy of God who comes to us,” he said.
When it was put to him that in some parts of Germany, such a “do-it-yourself” practice has already been adopted, he 
replied: “Unfortunately, many things are done in Germany that are not Catholic, but that doesn't mean you have to 
imitate them.”
He also criticized a German bishop for not allowing Eucharistic assemblies, only the liturgy of the Word, saying it is 
“Protestantism.” He was possibly referring to the Diocese of Würzburg, which, even though the state has allowed 
public Masses, it has heeded health experts’ advice only to allow “non-Eucharistic worship.” Health protection is “the 
most important thing,” the diocese said in a statement, although it is allowing Eucharistic adoration.
Cardinal Sarah stressed that firstly, Communion is “not a right or a duty” but “a gift that we receive freely from God 
and that we must welcome with veneration and love.” The response to the privation of the Eucharist “cannot be 
desecration,” he said. “This really is a matter of faith. If we believe, we cannot treat it unworthily.”
Secondly, in the face of some parishes and dioceses where both Communion and confession have been suspended, 
Cardinal Sarah said “nobody has the right to stop” a priest from celebrating the sacraments, which “must be 
respected.” He added that even if it is not possible to attend Masses, “the faithful can asked to be confessed and receive 
Communion.”
The cardinal also warned about “getting used to” only following Masses on the television.
“He is flesh and blood,” he said, “not a virtual reality.” Referring to his preference for Mass celebrated ad orientem, he 
said the priest “has to look at God” otherwise he gets used to “looking at the camera, as if it were a show.”
“We cannot go on like this,” he said.
Cardinal Sarah reflected that a “clear attack on the Eucharist” has been taking place in “recent years” and he listed 
these as: “The question of the divorced and remarried, under the banner of ‘Communion for all’; then 
intercommunion with Protestants; then the proposals on making the Eucharist available in the Amazon and in the 
regions with a shortage of clergy, now the Masses at the time of the coronavirus.”
“It should not surprise us,” he said. “The devil strongly attacks the Eucharist because it is the heart of the life of the 
Church.”
He pointed out that he has written about this in his books, stressing that the “heart of the problem is the crisis of faith 
in the priesthood.”
If priests are “aware of what the Mass is and what the Eucharist is,” he said, “certain ways of celebrating or certain 
hypotheses about Communion would not even come to mind.
He said, “Jesus cannot be treated like this.”



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/30
05/31

Cleaning:  05/24 - 05/30  

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   “PENDING”
(Low Mass) 06/14/20

Our Lady of Mercy - “PENDING”
06/21/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Jean Sagace, Joyce Arnold, Donna 
Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Jerry & Madonna 

DiBacco, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
05/31

May 25 Monday (Memorial Day)  Lois Spencer & all deceased souls (Mass at Cemetery) 9:00am Thomas
May 26 Tuesday                                       Antonia Okolish    5:00pm Thomas  
May 27 Wednesday       Michael Fortini 9:00am Parsons     
May 28 Thursday       Laura Lancsa 5:00pm Thomas    
May 29 Friday       Connie Finerty 5:00pm Thomas     
May 30 Saturday           -     NO MASS     
May 30 SATURDAY VIGIL       Frank Hoffner     5:00pm Thomas
May 31 SUNDAY       People of the Parish      9:00am Thomas
May 31 SUNDAY       Stella Shreves                    11:00am Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Ascension of the Lord

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

