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Ascension of the Lord (A) 2020 

Nineteen years ago, this month, I decided I was going to support the seniors 

at the local Catholic High School by making a visit to their Prom.  When I got 

there, the dancing was full throttle.  Without going into all the details, I can tell you 

that the bodies were glued together and moving in better untold motions.  Being a 

priest, I said to the parent chaperones, “I think this dancing is a little out of line”  to 

which the parents responded, “Oh Fr. they’re having fun, and besides how you 

going to stop them?”  Wrong question to ask me!  A couple of the boys had taken 

off their tuxedo shirts and were dancing in muscle T-shirts.  So, I walked right out 

to the dance floor to the biggest dude out there, 6’4”, 250 lbs of solid muscle and I 

said, “Excuse me, please put your shirt on.”  To which he responded, “But Fr., I’m 

hot.”  To which I responded, “I never saw you take your football jersey off when 

your playing.”  “But that’s different.”  Well, we exchanged a few more pleasantries 

until finally I pulled out my big gun priestly trump card and said, “If you don’t 

want your prom to end prematurely, you’ll put that shirt on now young man.”  Let 

me tell you 125 lbs of muscle goes a long way!  He put his shirt on and I finished 

by saying, “and I expect the dancing to leave a lot of room for the HS!”  I tell you 

that story because, boy do I wish I had social distancing back then!  The parents 

would have been all over that dance floor making sure bodies weren’t touching and 



hands wouldn’t be groping and faces would be covered with masks and I wouldn’t 

have had to say a word.  So, what’s the difference?  The difference is that I was 

worried about the death of souls and today we’re worried about the death of 

bodies.  Here we are coming off of more than 2 months of church doors locked, 

Sacraments denied, and everyone imprisoned within their own homes.  In our first 

reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Jesus says, “But you will receive power 

when the HS comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  When He had said 

this, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him from their 

sight.”  And then in the Gospel, “All power in Heaven and on earth has been given 

to me.  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the HS, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 

age.”  These were the last words spoken by Jesus before He ascended into Heaven.  

He may have ascended into Heaven, but the work of His Kingdom continues, and 

He has placed that work in our hands.  This is probably the primary significance of 

the ascension, but another point is that where Jesus ascended is where we hope to 

join Him, body and soul.  And one of my biggest fears of this pandemic is NOT 

dying, but it is dying and not going to Heaven, and that has nothing to do with any 

virus.  You see, my biggest fear is the number of souls that are being lost because 



we are so consumed with protecting our bodies from death.  We are so attached to 

this world which is passing that we are not concerned about the eternal world 

which will never pass away and where we will be in that eternal world.  In those 

quotes that I read to you, Jesus is expecting us to be His witnesses to the world and 

His teachers to the nations.  How well have you accomplished that during this shut 

down – quarantine?  I hope that people have been praying more since they couldn’t 

go to Mass and receive the Sacraments.  I hope that you are yearning to receive 

Jesus again.  I hope that you have contemplated what an extraordinary gift we have 

in the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and to be 

without Him is to be without Life.  I am happy to see you all, because without the 

Church and Her Sacraments, how are we supposed to be His witnesses and 

teachers in the world?  How can we possibly build His kingdom on earth that He 

left us when He ascended into Heaven?  We are all challenged now, more than 

ever, because you have to believe that the devil will use this time to convince many 

that they don’t need to come back; that they can watch TV Mass; that the Church 

shut the doors and told us not to come during the virus, so why can’t I just skip it 

when I feel like it?  Each one of us needs to be teachers and witnesses as Jesus 

commissioned us before He ascended into Heaven.  We have to bring people back 

by our love when others need us, by our patience when others annoy us, by our 

forgiveness when others wrong us, and by our perseverance when we feel like 



quitting.  Our lives speak much more eloquently than our lips do when it comes to 

witnessing and teaching.  Now, more than ever, people need to see a sermon more 

than listen to one.  The salvation of many souls is at stake.  If we die with our souls 

in the state of grace, we won’t have to worry about social distancing, because we 

will be united with God, Who is love and it doesn’t get any better than that. 


