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Dorothy Pryse, was listening to a Christian radio station as she drove to the 

grocery store one morning.  The radio preacher was talking about kindness. He 

said, "I wonder how many of you are listening to me on your car radio and thinking 

of how you can be kind while driving?" Dorothy began thinking about what he was 

saying.  A few blocks away, she saw a woman waiting in her car to come out of 

her driveway.  Traffic was heavy, and Dorothy knew this woman would have a 

hard time getting out, so she slowed down and let her back out.  The woman 

smiled and waved.  When she got to the grocery store, Dorothy saw a parking 

space.  As she started pulling in, another car on the opposite side began to pull into 

the same spot.  Once again, Dorothy backed out and found another parking spot.  

As they both got out of their cars, the driver of the other car said, "I can’t believe 

what you just did.  Anyone else would have made me back out."  Dorothy 

explained what she had heard on the radio about showing love.  The two women 

began talking.  Dorothy discovered the woman had just moved into the area, didn’t 

know anyone, and was looking for a Church.  "I invited her to come to our 

Church," Dorothy says, "and a strong friendship has blossomed from our chance 

meeting and a small act of kindness."  This story illustrates that one can experience 

the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and act according to His promptings -- 



just as Dorothy and the apostle Philip did.  Today’s three readings are intended to 

prepare us for the coming of the HS on Pentecost, which we will celebrate in 2 

weeks.  We’re all familiar with the words of the “Miranda Rights” that police tell 

any person they arrest, “You have the right to an attorney.  If you cannot afford an 

attorney, one will be provided for you.”  This is based on the belief that no one 

should stand alone when facing charges.  Someone has to be there to make sure the 

accused is given a fair trial.  It must be consoling to have someone by their side at 

their trial to help them face their accuser with dignity and courage.  It is interesting 

that the HS is described as an “Advocate” which in Greek is parakletos, which also 

means defense attorney.  It’s also interesting that the devil is portrayed as our 

“adversary,” who never stops hurling accusations against us.  This means that we 

don’t have to stand before the devils’ accusations alone.  Jesus has given us the 

Spirit of Truth so that we can stand up against the lies of the evil one.  The 

Advocate versus the adversary.  This is a very important point for us to remember 

because the HS is a defender Who sees our sins and failings, but Who also sees the 

true desires of our hearts and never gives up on us.  When we realize what the gift 

of the HS is to us, we will love more.  As Jesus said in the Gospel, “Whoever has 

my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me.”  This is why 

Philip in the first reading was so successful.  It says, “With one accord, the crowds 

paid attention to what was said by Philip when they heard it and saw the signs he 



was doing.”  Philip was alive with the HS and was living love, not just talking 

about it, but acting it out in the miracles that the Lord performed through him.  

That’s exactly what Dorothy did in those little acts of love that she performed 

while driving to the grocery store.  As we prepare for the coming of the HS on 

Pentecost we need to think about what Jesus said in the Gospel, “I will not leave 

you orphans; I will come to you.”  The setting of this Gospel is the Last Supper so 

Jesus wants them to know that He is not deserting them.  He wants them to know 

that the HS will be with them and He wants their continued love.  And, it is the HS 

that will allow them to know that this love is conditioned, not on God’s part, for 

God always loves us, but it is conditioned on our part, for if we say we love God, 

but are not keeping His commandments, we are placing ourselves at a distance 

from God and from the true love for God which will lead us to a peace and joy we 

will never know in this world.  This is what I see happened through a small act of 

kindness that led to a chance meeting and then a blossoming friendship for 

Dorothy Pryse!  If we call ourselves Christians, this is what we have to do, but we 

are not alone in our task.  We have been given the HS as our Advocate dwelling in 

us and enlightening us.  By the Power of the HS we are continually renewed and 

we make Jesus’ revolution of love alive in our lives.  We will love the cross of 

Christ and carry it in our lives.  Whatever difficulties arise, we will remain faithful.  

For love of Christ, we accept even hatred if it comes.  Because of the gift of the 



HS, the Advocate, if we are doing it right, we become a faithful reproduction of the 

life of Christ who causes all who see US to say, “There is Christ!”   


