
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - July 12, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

THEOLOGY WITH THE DEACON

DON’T FORGET ABOUT FORMED.ORG

Come join Deacon Phillip Szabo for an exciting 
theology talk on Tuesday, July 21st, (the day before he 
leaves us!) following the 5:00pm Mass in Thomas. 
Since we can’t have our usual “Theology on Tap,” we 
will do our own version in the Parish hall. Light 
refreshments will be served.  Mark your calendars.

For all of those who got the book and 
are interested in making the 
Consecration as a group, we will gather 
this Thursday, July 16th (Feast of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel) following the 
5:00pm Mass at St. Thomas. 

Formed is a website offered by the Augustine Institute 
for parishes. The site is filled with different 
opportunities for individuals and families to enhance 
their faith through formation videos, audio lectures, 
documentaries and family movies all focused around 
our faith. All of this is available for you free through 
our yearly parish subscription.  Call the rectory for 
details on how to sign up.

There will be a second collection next Sunday, July 
19th to support the Catholic Communication 
Campaign. The Catholic Communication Campaign 
(CCC) is an opportunity to help people across the 
United States and around the world connect with 
Christ. This fund helps to provide spiritual resources 
for those who live outside the reach of TV and 
internet through a Catholic radio station. Because of 
you these people will be able to hear radio programs 
that deepen their faith.

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

“The world offers you comfort, but you 
were not made for comfort: You were 
made for greatness.” 
           —Pope Benedict XVI

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $2,637.16
         Our Lady of Mercy:  $812.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 05, 2020



PARISH ROSARIES PRAYED
Total Rosaries for 3 weeks:  500

Total Rosaries since May 2016:  27,515

THE IMPIOUS PUBLIC SQUARE
Father Paul Scalia. "The Impious Public Square." The Catholic Thing (July 5, 2020).

We all sense that the current crisis in our nation is more than just a passing bit of social unrest. 
The anger legitimately directed at racism and police brutality has somehow morphed into an 
indiscriminate rejection of the past, a desire to sever us from all that came before.  Thus the vandalism 
and toppling of statues of the Founding Fathers, Christopher Columbus, Ulysses S. Grant — and Stevie 
Ray Vaughn (is nothing sacred?!).
This renunciation might seem all-of-a-sudden to many people.  In fact, it's been prepared for years by 
bad education and, even more, the erosion and weakening of that foundational virtue, piety.
By piety I mean reverence for the people, wisdom, principles, and institutions that precede us and have 
shaped who we are.  Piety looks to our parents: Honor your father and your mother.  It extends to our 
community, town, and country.  Most of all it looks to God — to the Source of all life and good.  And this 
looking back to sources contains a blessing for the future: Honor your father and your mother, that you 
may have a long life in the land the Lord your God is giving you. (Ex 20:12)
Piety is the virtue that inclines us to receive instruction from those who have gone before us.  We regard 
them as having some wisdom to teach us, not only about this world but the next.  Piety disposes us to be 
taught.
The piety of Israel is heard in the Psalmist's words:
We have heard with our ears, O God,
our fathers have told us the story
of the things you did in their days,
you yourself in days long ago. (Ps 44:1)
The people of Israel were pious — they looked to receive the truth from their fathers.  Saint Augustine 
echoed this in his words, Happy are we if we do the deeds of which we have heard and sung.  For the 
Christian, the model is Jesus Christ Himself, who in his sacred humanity was pious towards his parents 
and his people's traditions.
Piety is the virtue that inclines us to receive instruction from those who have gone before us…. Piety 
disposes us to be taught.
But piety is first of all a natural virtue.  The Romans prized it highly.  To drive home its importance, 
Virgil repeatedly refers to Rome's founder as pious Aeneas.  In fact, one scene from the Aeneid serves as 
a great summary of piety's importance for a nation.  As the Greeks are sacking Troy, Aeneas salvages 
what he can from the city.  He hoists his aged father on his shoulder and, taking his son by the hand, 
leads them out of the city.
That is, he brings with him both the wisdom of the past and the promise of the future.  That image is 
perhaps a first-century anticipation of Edmund Burke's observation: "Society is a contract between the 
past, the present and those yet unborn."  Piety draws from the past to provide for the future.
As the Romans intuited, piety is essential for a free people.  Ordered liberty requires something that 
comes from beyond it — beyond present trends, or control by the state; an order that reaches beyond the 
present to give future generations more than mere government can provide. (Continued next week.)

Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!
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DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
07/18
07/19

Cleaning:  07/12 - 07/18 

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   “PENDING”
(Low Mass) 07/12/20

Our Lady of Mercy - “PENDING”
07/19/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Jean Sagace, Joyce Arnold, Donna 
Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Jerry & Madonna 

DiBacco, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
07/19

 Jul 13 Monday         God’s Blessing on Pope Francis, the Church & CUF            7:15am Thomas
 Jul 14 Tuesday                     Don Woods                         5:00pm Thomas  
 Jul 15 Wednesday        Ray Lamora Sr.     9:00am Parsons     
 Jul 16 Thursday              Joseph & Mary Deegan     5:00pm Thomas
 Jul 17 Friday           Rocky Lynn Ferguson 5:00pm Thomas
 Jul 18 Saturday                    Alice Fortini                      9:00am Parsons     
 Jul 18 SATURDAY VIGIL        Wilda Massi       5:00pm Thomas
 Jul 19 SUNDAY                People of Parish                   9:00am Thomas
 Jul 19 SUNDAY              J. Pat Nichols                                     11:00am Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

