
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - July 26, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FORMED.ORG

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

INTRODUCING…BOCCE BALL!!!

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS

The flowers at the altar and in front of the 
Blessed Mother in St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
are donated in loving memory of the Staron and 
Saboites families by Barbara and Carol 

Our Knights of Columbus Council 2010, is installing a 
Bocce Ball court at the K of C Park. The Knights would 
like to introduce everyone to this game. So, on 
Sunday, August 16th, at 1:00pm we will have a 
procession and pray the rosary in honor of Our Lady 
and Her Feast of the Assumption. After this the 
Knights will be providing fish dinners and an 
opportunity to play Bocce Ball or at least learn about 
the game. There is plenty of room for social distancing 
and all are welcome to come.

“You will never be happy if your 
happiness depends on getting solely 
what you want. Change the focus. 
Get a new center. Will what God 
wills, and your joy no man shall take 
from you.”

—Venerable Fulton Sheen

A powerful epic mini-series shot on location in Spain 
that tells the story of one of the most amazing women 
in history, St. Teresa of Avila. With meticulous 
attention to detail and historical accuracy, outstanding 
production values, and an incredible performance by 
actress Concha Velasco as Teresa, this acclaimed major 
film production is the definitive film on the life of this 
great saint. 
If you have not signed up yet, just go to Formed.org, 
click on “I belong to a Parish” and enter “St. Thomas 
Aquinas” under create a new account.

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $1,814.51
         Our Lady of Mercy:  $796.45

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 19, 2020



Christ is
 

Risen! Hallelujah, 
Hallel

uja
h!
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"Freedom from Lukewarmness" 
by Fr. Rick Heilman

   In the Book of Revelation, we see the Lord has some rather severe words about the lukewarm: "I know your 
works; I know that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either cold or hot. So, because you are lukewarm, 
neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth." Pope St. Pius V went so far as to say, "All the evil in the world is 
due to lukewarm Catholics." Pope St. Pius X showed no less disdain with, "All the strength of Satan's reign is due to 
the easygoing weakness of Catholics." Wow! All the evil in the world? All the strength of Satan's reign? Spit you out 
of my mouth? The level of fury toward the lukewarm is alarming. Why?
   Here's why. Let's look at the passage from Revelation. Our Lord, first, wishes we were "hot or cold." It's easy to 
see why the Lord would wish someone was hot. Someone who is "hot" would be that soul blazing with the "fire of 
love" for God, with a fiery passion to do His will.
   So, why would our Lord wish someone was "cold"? Someone who is cold has completely disconnected from God, 
and can often even be antagonistic toward God. So, why would our Lord wish for that? Because "cold souls," who 
have outwardly drawn the line in the sand and proclaimed their stance in relation to God, have a greater chance for 
hitting rock bottom, and giving their life over to God; they have a greater chance for conversion. Furthermore, a 
soul clearly disconnected from God does little to influence souls that are "hot" from straying away from our Lord, 
as "cold souls" are seen clearly for who they are and where they stand.
   So, why the outrage toward the lukewarm? Because the lukewarm do the most damage. They are very effective in 
modeling for others how to be a very poor, or even a "fake" Catholic. While "cold souls" openly disavow any claim 
to be a faithful Catholic, lukewarm souls make that claim, while they betray the Lord at every turn.
    Lukewarm souls are those who have allowed their faith to diminish to little more than what appears to be faith in 
the eyes of man, rather than God. Lukewarm souls will often "use" their Catholic faith to build their own personal 
brand. So, you'll often see politicians make the claim of being a devout Catholic, while they advocate for a plethora 
of evil policies that horrify God. Or, there are those lukewarm Catholics who see no problem voting these evil 
politicians into power. This is A-Okay for the lukewarm, as they have convinced themselves that God's mercy 
extends to allowing every kind of sin. Which is why lukewarm souls "may" go to a Communal Penance service once 
or twice a year "to be seen," but really don't see any reason for this Sacrament.
   What is most horrifying about lukewarm souls is that they usually possess the sins against the Holy Spirit, that are 
referred to as "unforgiveable." Thomas Aquinas explains that the unforgivability means that it removes the 
entrance to these means of salvation; however, it cannot hinder God in taking away this obstacle by way of a 
miracle. 
   The "unforgiveness" is about "unrepentance." Lukewarm souls have convinced themselves, and poorly modeled 
for others, that "they don't need to prove their love for God." In other words, commit any sin and avoid prayer and 
any charitable work beyond basic obligations, and their ticket is punched because "mercy." And, of course, nobody 
should "judge" anyone, according to the lukewarm soul. St. Thomas Aquinas said, "Mercy Without Justice Is the 
Mother of Dissolution; Justice Without Mercy Is Cruelty. To Correct the Sinner is a Work of Mercy."
   Lukewarm souls are like a dangerous virus that spreads throughout the Church. On issues of human life, sex, 
marriage and family, faith, and morality, many within the Catholic Church have absolutely no problem advocating 
laws and policies, and the politicians who support them, that clearly oppose the will of God. This "lukewarm virus" 
has spread so far that as much as 40% of Catholics favor abortion; 61% of Catholics support gay marriage. Now, 
you can see why our Lord, Pope St. Pius V and Pope St. Piux X, are so outraged by the lukewarm.
   In order to combat the demonic viral spread of lukewarmness, we must cultivate in ourselves the Holy Spirit gift of 
"Fear of the Lord," also known as "Awe and Wonder." "Fear of the Lord" is the gateway gift to all of the Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. If your local parish is cultivating a watered-down, lukewarm version of Catholicism that avoids 
Church teaching on any "hot button" issues, "GET OUT!" Or, if possible, work with the pastor to cultivate reverent 
liturgies, frequent Confession, ample Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and the practice of many devotions. This 
all assists the faithful in "drawing nearer unto the Lord." This gives the soul immunity to the virus of 
lukewarmness.



DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS    READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/01
08/02

Cleaning:  07/26 - 08/01 

THOMAS

PARSONS

THE 
TRADITIONAL
 LATIN MASS

During the month of May,
 the Tridentine Mass 

will be offered at the following 
times and church:

St. Thomas -   “PENDING”
(Low Mass) 08/09/20

Our Lady of Mercy - “PENDING”
08/16/20 only when

 requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, 
Jean Sagace, Joyce Arnold, Donna 
Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula Siler, 
Anne McVicker, Jerry & Madonna 

DiBacco, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all 
of our visitors!  If you would 
like to make a contribution to 

our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

DATE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS     READERS ALTAR SERVERS
08/02

 Jul 27 Monday                         Thomas M. Ferruso                                               7:15am Thomas
 Jul 28 Tuesday                   Bernice Axe                        5:00pm Thomas  
 Jul 29 Wednesday                           Poor Souls in Purgatory & Healing in our Church 9:00am Parsons     
 Jul 30 Thursday            Phillip Wilson                                    5:00pm Thomas
 Jul 31 Friday        *George Lynch   5:00pm Thomas
 Aug 01 First Saturday                   Karen Renzelli                   9:00am Parsons     
 Aug 01 SATURDAY VIGIL                    Frank Hoffner 5:00pm Thomas
 Aug 02 SUNDAY                                  People of the Parish    9:00am Thomas
 Aug 02 SUNDAY       Edward F. Silk                               11:00am Parsons

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection 
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office 
of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child 
sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or 
you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for 
Children and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the 
Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of 
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to 
the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; 
Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or Rev. Dennis 
Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 
304-230-1504.  For more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe 
Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” 
tab, then click “Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” 
menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in 
preventing sexual abuse of children in the United States, please 
visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child 
and Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

