
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.  
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of 
eligibility from their Pastors.

Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at 
least six months in advance of the intended date of 
marriage.  Preparation classes with the Pastor are 
required. 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, we 
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recognition by the 
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever 

needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion 
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with 
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are 

invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and 
anytime upon request. 

Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,   P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV  26292   Tel: (304) 463-4488   www.sttsi te .com

If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, 
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us 
know.

 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - August 02, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas  -  Thomas, West Virginia Our Lady of Mercy  -  Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE



FISH FRY

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Don’t forget our local food pantries in 
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed 
now more than ever. Please bring your 
food donations to the back of the church 
where a volunteer will pick them up and 
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry:  food or monetary 
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

INTRODUCING…BOCCE BALL!!!

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS

The flowers at the altar and in front of the 
Blessed Mother in St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
are donated in loving memory of the Staron and 
Saboites families by Barbara and Carol 

Our Knights of Columbus Council 2010, is installing a 
Bocce Ball court at the K of C Park. The Knights would 
like to introduce everyone to this game. So, on 
Sunday, August 16th, at 1:00pm we will have a 
procession and pray the rosary in honor of Our Lady 
and Her Feast of the Assumption. After this the 
Knights will be providing fish dinners and an 
opportunity to play Bocce Ball or at least learn about 
the game. There is plenty of room for social distancing 
and all are welcome to come.

ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY

“Do not lay too much store on the favorable 
judgments of men, for I love thee with a perfect 
love. I spent My earthly existence in humiliations 
and scorn and in a hidden life. It was thus that I 
glorified My Father, laid the foundations of My 
Church, and remedied the evils of pride. This is the 
path that thou must follow.” 
           ~Our Lord to Blessed Maria Celeste Crostarosa

One of the saddest things
about this fallen world
is that an adoption can 

cost $40,000 and an 
abortion $400.

~David Sitton

At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself 
and I offer Thee the repentance of my 
contrite heart, which is humbled in its 
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive 
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart 
offers Thee. While waiting for the 
happiness of sacramental Communion, I 
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to 
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am 
coming to Thee! The love embrace my 
whole being in life and in death. I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee. 
Amen.

PRAYER 
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

St. Thomas:   $6,371.18
         Our Lady of Mercy:  $757.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
July 26, 2020

The Knights of Columbus will be selling fish dinners 
on Friday, August 14th from 4:00 - 6:00pm at Our Lady 
of Mercy Church in Parsons. Take outs ONLY. Dinner 
includes fish, mac ’n cheese, green beans, roll and fruit 
for $8.00.

Please join us for a talk on the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary presented by our very own 
Jonathan Mann on Tuesday, August 11th after the 5pm 
Mass in Thomas and on Wednesday, August 12th after 
the 9am Mass in Parsons. All are welcome to attend.



CORONAVIRUS STALKS IN THE DARKNESS, BUT DO NOT BE AFRAID
By: Msgr. Charles Pope

“You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the 
plague that destroys at midday.” (Psalm 91:5-6)
I write this from my perspective as a priest responsible for the care of souls; I do not claim to be a medical 
expert. My pastoral concern is that we as a nation and as a Church have succumbed to excessive fear, which 
bespeaks a spiritual problem. The medical concerns arising from the pandemic are not without merit, but they 
are not unprecedented. What is unique today is the collective paralysis brought on by this fear. I write to 
express my concern and to reiterate the constant biblical cry, “Do not be afraid!”
Some weeks ago, I wrote about the crippling fear that seems to have seized the whole world, calling all to 
ponder that Jesus came to destroy him who holds the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death (Hebrews 2:14-15).
I cannot avoid concluding that many people indeed are “in slavery through their fear of death.” There seems to 
be no end in sight for the fear they feel — no solution other than a cure for COVID-19. Watching the news only 
exacerbates the anxiety, as the media naturally focuses on the areas where things are not going well in our fight 
against the virus. It has now become politicized and commercialized, because fear is recognized as one of the 
best ways to control people, to attract viewers, and to sell products.
What will it take to help people get their courage back? What is the endgame that public officials have in 
mind? Will there ever be a day when we say, “Let’s all get back to normal?” Will we always have to wear 
masks? Will we ever be allowed to sing, shout or cheer in public again? Will crowds ever be allowed to gather 
in common areas and convention centers? Will those who go about living life normally always be shamed and 
called selfish and irresponsible?
Let’s get into our time machine and travel back just one year. Crowds gathered freely; airports were hives of 
activity; planes were packed with travelers and concert halls were packed with eager listeners. Restaurants 
were full of diners and churches with the faithful. People shook hands and hugged, their beautiful faces 
uncovered for all to see. People laughed out loud, choirs sang joyfully and stadiums erupted with cheers after a 
score.
That was a year ago. Now so many are cowering in fear. They view every human being they encounter as a 
potential source of grave illness or even death: “He looks healthy, but I’d better stay far away because he may 
be carrying COVID-19!” Never mind a calculation of relative risks; every human contact might pose an 
existential threat. As a priest, I cannot imagine anything more demonic than this sort of fear. Satan wants us to 
fear and even detest one another. Our communion with one another is devasted by this extreme wariness.
“But Father! This is a very different virus. It’s extremely potent. We have to do this!” Again, I am neither a 
doctor nor a scientist. But I am a priest, and as such I think we must count the other costs. There is more to life 
than just not getting sick and not dying. People have lost their jobs; food production has dropped, and famine 
is just around the corner in some parts of the world. Routine medical care has been largely suspended. 
Important human events like weddings, funerals, the sacraments and enriching cultural events have been 
curtailed if not prohibited. Schools have closed and few have been permitted or have had the courage to 
reopen. There is a cost to these losses as well.
We have been through tough flu seasons before without shutting down the country. I remember in 1968 — a 
terrible year for many reasons — the Hong Kong Flu was raging; 100,000 Americans died from the flu that year. 
My grandfather was a doctor and warned us about it, but neither the country nor the world shut down. The 
sick were isolated; the vulnerable were given heightened protection. I remember seeing “Quarantine” signs on 
the doors of some of the houses in my neighborhood. If someone had the flu, the entire household was ordered 
to stay inside for two weeks, and that very visible sign was placed on the front door. Meanwhile, the healthy 
went about their work, and life continued. Yes, the death toll was high, but everyone understood that life had 
to go on. Years ago, there were so many dangerous illnesses to be afraid of — cholera, smallpox, tuberculosis, 
polio. It takes courage to live, and people of the time had that courage. (Continued next week.)
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We offer a hearty welcome to all of our 
visitors!  If you would like to make a 

contribution to our parish, please use the 
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love You! 
I ask pardon of You for those who do not believe, 

do not adore, do not hope and do not love You!

Simple 
Exposition

8:30 - 9:00am 
every Wed
in Parsons

 4:30 - 5:00pm 
every Friday
 in Thomas

Adoration & 
Benediction

Every First 
Friday

This month: 
August 7th 

5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of August, the Tridentine Mass 
will be offered at the following times and church:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 08/09/20 “PENDING”

Our Lady of Mercy - 08/16/20 “PENDING”
*only when requested in advance

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:

Susie Gutshall  (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long  (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all 
of our sick and shut-ins:

 “Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace, 
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula 

Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry & 
Madonna DiBacco, & Paul Wojtkowski. 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies 
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by 
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child 
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by 
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 
888.434.6237 (toll free) or  304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or 
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504.  For more information on the 
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe 
Environment” under the “Offices” menu.  To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of 
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org.  Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth 
Protection” from the drop down menu.

Monday, Aug 03
Weekday 
7:15am (T) Marilyn O’Donnell † 

Tuesday, Aug 04
St. John Vianney (Mem)
5:00pm (T) Joseph Rondeau †

Wednesday, Aug 05
Ded. of Basilica of St. Mary Major (Optional Mem) 
9:00am (P) Poor Souls in Purgatory † 

Thursday, Aug 06
Transfiguration of the Lord (Feast)
5:00pm (T)  Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Castaldo † 

First Friday, Aug 07
St. Sixtus II & Comps, St. Cajetan (Optional Mems)
5:00pm (P) ADORATION & BENEDICTION 
6:00pm (P) Vina Nolin † 

Saturday, Aug 08 
St. Dominic (Mem)
9:00am (P) Frances & Arley Mason †
5:00pm (T) People of the Parish 

Sunday, August 09
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00am (T) Marty & Judy Beichner 
11:00am (P) William & Leah Marco, Lyndsay Hart † 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK  
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.dwc.org
http://www.usccb.org

