TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - September 06, 2020

St. Thomas Aquinas - Thomas, West Virginia

Our Lady of Mercy - Parsons, West Virginia

SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH
Mission: OUR LADY OF MERCY
Pastor: Rev. Timothy J. Grassi, P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV 26292 Tel: (304) 463-4488 w w w . s t t s i t e . c o m
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.
Instructions for both parents are required.
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter of
eligibility from their Pastors.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor at
least six months in advance of the intended date of
marriage. Preparation classes with the Pastor are
required.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill,
hospitalized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery,
please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to let us
know.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday 4:00 – 4:50 p.m. at St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, and 30 minutes before all Masses and
anytime upon request.

HOLY COMMUNION: We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. While all are welcome here, we
cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion. This is not for lack of Christian hospitality. Rather, it is the recognition by the
Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians. Practicing Catholics who go to Confession whenever
needed are invited to receive Holy Communion. Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not receive Holy Communion
(including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to pray for a spiritual communion with
the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church. Those who are not receiving Holy Communion but who would like to receive a blessing are
invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach the priest in the Communion procession.

ADULT CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERIES
Do I know how to live the faith to my full potential?
Am I equipped to explain our faith to others?
First series
From Eden to Eden: The Garden, the Temple,
and the Catholic Church
A catechetical Bible study on the preparation,
founding, and life of the Church
Tuesdays: St. Thomas Aquinas after 5:00pm Mass
Wednesdays: Our Lady of Mercy, 7:00pm
Light food will be provided at each Bible study.
This four-week series will begin on Sept. 8th and 9th.
At St. Thomas the 3rd class will take place on
Thursday the 24th rather than the 22nd.

MOTHER MARY’S BIRTHDAY BASH!
Each year the Church celebrates the Feast of our
Lady’s Nativity on Sept. 8. Come join your fellow
parishioners to celebrate Mary’s birthday at the 5:00
Mass on Tuesday, Sept. 8. All are invited to gather in
St. Thomas social hall after the Mass for a birthday
party. We will sing happy birthday to Mother Mary
and enjoy cake and light refreshments. The opening
talk of the adult Catholic education series will take
place immediately after the party. Family and friends
are welcome

BOCCE BALL ANYONE?
The Knights of Columbus would like to invite all
men of the parish to play bocce ball every Wednesday
evening from 6:00 to 9:00pm at the Knights of
Columbus park until the end of October.
All members of the parish are invited to play bocce
ball every Sunday from 1:00 until 3:00pm until the
end of October.
“
The secret of happiness is to live moment
by moment and to thank God for all that He,
in His goodness, sends to us day after day.”
—St. Gianna Molla

PRO-LIFE CORNER

PRAYER
FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
At Thy feet, O my Jesus, I prostrate myself
and I offer Thee the repentance of my
contrite heart, which is humbled in its
nothingness and in Thy holy presence. I
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love,
the ineffable Eucharist. I desire to receive
Thee into the poor dwelling that my heart
offers Thee. While waiting for the
happiness of sacramental Communion, I
wish to possess Thee in spirit. Come to
me, O my Jesus, since I, for my part, am
coming to Thee! The love embrace my
whole being in life and in death. I believe
in Thee, I hope in Thee, I love Thee.
Amen.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
August 30, 2020
St. Thomas: $1,594.06
Our Lady of Mercy: $1,731.00

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

Don’t forget our local food pantries in
both Thomas and Parsons! Food is needed
now more than ever. Please bring your
food donations to the back of the church
where a volunteer will pick them up and
deliver them to the proper location.
Thomas Food Pantry: (cereal)
Parsons Food Pantry: food or monetary
donations are Collected every 1st Sunday.

THE PROMISE OF A POST-COVID CHURCH
AUGUST 31, 2020 ~ AUGUSTE MEYRAT

In 1969, long before he became Pope Benedict XVI, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger made a prediction about the
post–Vatican II Catholic Church. Instead of a growing and dynamic Church reaching all cultures, he
envisioned a smaller and less influential Church: “She will become small and will have to start afresh more
or less from the beginning. She will no longer be able to inhabit many of the edifices she built in prosperity.
As the number of her adherents diminishes, so it will lose many of her social privileges.” Today, with
priestly vocations and attendance in steady decline, accompanied by an ongoing retreat from moral and
cultural controversies, this statement has proved to be accurate—even prophetic.
In the age of Covid-19, many predict that steady decline will enter freefall. With bishops throughout the
developed world imposing restrictions on distributing the Eucharist and celebrating Mass, many Catholics
have stopped coming to Mass—some, no doubt, permanently. This can be seen with many parishes
reopening only to see a small fraction of members return. It was assumed a signup sheet would be necessary
to respect mandated capacity limits, but this has not been necessary for many churches that frequently have
only a handful of people attending Sunday Mass.
While one could attribute such a contraction in church attendance to fears over catching the virus, it would
probably be more accurate to say that the virus may expose a serious weakness in the Church itself. For
decades, convenience and compromise have been the guiding lights of Catholic evangelism. Enterprises
claiming to advance the New Evangelization were frequently accompanied by a focus on positive emotions
and a vapid “family friendly” atmosphere. As soon as serious adversity struck and these conveniences were
momentarily removed, many Catholics left (and continue to leave) the Church without a second thought.
On one hand, this contraction of the Church represents a massive drawback for individuals and
communities. On the individual level, the loss of faith endangers the soul in this world and the next.
Without the grace of the sacraments, the wisdom of Holy Scripture, and the example of the saints, many will
fall into serious emotional and psychological hardship. The vacuum left in people’s hearts will leave them
vulnerable to crippling addictions, narcissism, and despair. The absence of transcendent values will result in
mediocre lifestyles devoid of accomplishment or meaning.
As individuals suffer, so too will communities. Already, radical ideology is espoused by a large portion of
Americans. This ideology teaches them to hate their neighbors, their heritage, and their country. Seeing
parallels between today’s angry mobs and those in revolutionary France, Father Bevil Bramwell warns in a
recent essay for The Catholic Thing that “the alternative to that Gospel message is political fanaticism. And
recent history shows, beyond question, that will not end well—for anyone.” Absent Christianity, religion
will not simply fade into irrelevance, leaving a neutral irreligious society in its wake. Rather, it will morph
into a different kind of faith, one that is mostly political and highly destructive.
Although it is undeniable that such a Catholic exodus would be disastrous, a smaller Church would
present an opportunity for real reform. With so many “cafeteria Catholics” leaving, and so many clergy from
the baby boomer generation passing away, it’s finally possible to reintroduce rigor into the spiritual life and
demand more from Church leaders. The elderly cliques who have ruled local parishes and robbed them of
their relevance will have to give way to young, fruitful families who crave authentic worship and courageous
leadership. And that cabal of corrupt bishops who waste so much money (on synods, bureaucracy, mansions,
court settlements, etc.) while protecting their equally corrupt peers will finally be too poor and powerless to
do so any longer.
All this has been happening on a small scale with the recent rise in more traditional parishes. Not
surprisingly, these churches continue to reach capacity and have suffered little loss in membership, despite
sometimes onerous local restrictions. Even before Covid, these parishes were growing as the rest of the
Church declined because they offered a serious alternative to the unserious, touchy feely, self-centered
culture prevailing everywhere else. (Continued next week.)

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday, Sept 07
Weekday
7:15am (T) Jay Keough †

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS
During the month of September,
the Tridentine Mass will be offered at:
St. Thomas - (Low Mass) 09/13/20 at 7:30 AM

Tuesday, Sept 08
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Feast)
5:00pm (T) Joseph & Mary Deegan †

Wednesday, Sept 09
St. Peter Claver, Priest (Mem)
9:00am (P) Francis X. Nolin †

Thursday, Sept 10
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Biagio Cocco †

Friday, Sept 11
Weekday
5:00pm (T) Don Woods †

Saturday, Sept 12
Weekday
The Most Holy Name of Mary (Opt. mem)
9:00am (P) Rev. John “Jack” Reich †
5:00pm (T) Anna Lawrence † (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday, Sept 13
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00am (T) Diane Ulch & Imelda Stevenson †
11:00am (P) People of the Parish

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our
visitors! If you would like to make a
contribution to our parish, please use the
visitor’s envelope in the pew.

O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!
My God, my God, I love You in the
most Blessed Sacrament!
Simple
Exposition

Adoration &
Benediction

8:30 - 9:00am
every Wed
in Parsons
4:30 - 5:00pm
every Friday
in Thomas

Every First
Friday
Next month:
Oct. 2nd
5:00 - 6:00pm
in Parsons

If you would like to place someone
on our prayer line call:
Susie Gutshall (304) 478-3217
Or Cindy Long (304) 478-4833

Let us remember in prayer all
of our sick and shut-ins:
“Sob” Gennantonio, Mary Johnson, Jean Sagace,
Joyce Arnold, Donna Mason, Elaine Watson, Paula
Cannon, Paula Siler, Anne McVicker, Jerry &
Madonna DiBacco, Dan Ingram & Paul Wojtkowski.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection of its children and young people. The Diocese complies
with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People by
maintaining an Office of Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your
local law enforcement agency, or you may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families/Child
Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by
personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at
888.434.6237 (toll free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; or
Rev. Dennis Schuelkens, ext. 270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304-230-1504. For more information on the
Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment, , please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click “Office of Safe
Environment” under the “Offices” menu. To learn more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual abuse of
children in the United States, please visit http://www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and Youth
Protection” from the drop down menu.

